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PARISH WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Byzantine Rite 
 

“Catholic” comes from the Greek: “according-to-the-whole” 
or “universal” 

 
“Rite” or “Ritual Church” means “One of the twenty-one Eastern Catholic Sister Churches, who are 

simultaneously in Communion with the Church & Pope in Rome, while living their own distinctly non-
Roman (non-Latin), & yet equally Apostolic Tradition (Theological, Spiritual, Liturgical & Canonical 

Heritage).” 
 

18th SUNDAY after Pentecost 
       Tone 1.  Matins Gospel # 7.  On October 4 we commemorate: Holy Priest-Martyr Hierotheus, Bishop of Athens 
(1st century); uncovering in 1595 of the pure relics of our fathers among the saints, Gurias, first Archbishop of Kazan (1563) and 
Barsanuphius, bishop of Tver (1576); holy Vladimir Yaroslavich (1052), prince of Novhorod, and his mother Anne; our 
ven. Frs. Helladius and Onesimus, 12th century hermits of Kyiv Caves Monastery; Our Venerable Father and Deacon 
Francis of Assisi (1181-1226). 
 
  5:00 PM – DIVINE LITURGY (all English, recited)                SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 3 
+John Pergzola                                                                                          (Kurhan family) 
 
   7:45 AM – MATINAL LITURGY-MORNING PRAYER                    SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 
   9:00 AM – Eastern Christian Formation Classes 
 10:00 AM – DIVINE LITURGY (Ukr., Eng. & OCS / Sermon in Eng) 
 God’s Blessings on Parishioners                                                      (Fr. Ivan Chirovsky) 

WORSHIP SERVICES and PARISH EVENTS IN THIS COMING WEEK 
      ALTHOUGH THIS IS NO LONGER AN OBLIGATORY ACT OF PENANCE IN THE ST JOSAPHAT EPARCHY, THE PRACTICE OF ABSTAINING 
FROM MEAT PRODUCTS ON ALL WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE YEAR IS STILL A LEGITIMATE PART OF TRADITION-
AL BYZANTINE SPIRITUALITY, AS A WAY OF PREPARING TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION ON THE FOLLOWING SUNDAY. 

MONDAY – CHURCH OFFICE OPENED TODAY                                                     OCTOBER 5 
Holy Martyr Charitina (Grace) of Rome (304); our venerable Father Ammon the Recluse of the Kyiv Caves, buried at the Far 
Caves, nicknamed "Lover of Labor" (12th century); our venerable Father Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria (265); our venerable 
Fathers Damian the Healer (1071), Jeremy the Clairvoyant (1070) and Matthew the Clairvoyant (1085), hermits of the Kyiv 
Caves Monastery.  
  7:00 PM +Michael Kurhan                                                                    (Kurhan Family) 
TUESDAY                                                                                                                 OCTOBER 6 
Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas, called the “Twin”; Veneration of the miraculous icon of the Mother of God, known as "O All-
Hymned Mother – O Vsepeetaya Mati)" which derives its title from the thirteenth Kontakion of the Akathist to the Annunciation 
of the Most Holy Theotokos. 
  8:00 AM +Julia Kulak                                                                             (Dana Krupnyk) 
  7:30 PM Previously announced Choir practice for this evening has been cancelled 
WEDNESDAY (Acts of penance are encouraged on all Wednesdays)               OCTOBER 7 
Holy Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus (293-305); our venerable Father Sergius the Obedient of the Kyiv Caves Monastery 
(13th century); Our venerable Mother Pelagia, Virgin-martyr of Tarsus in Asia Minor (287), also on May 4.  In the Latin Rite, 
Memorial of “Our Lady of the Rosary”, the title received by the Marian apparition to Saint Dominic in 1208 in the church of 
Prouille in which Mary gives the Marian Rosary to him.  In 1573 Pope Gregory XIII instituted "Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary" 
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as an annual feast to commemorate the victory of Lepanto. (The victory was attributed to Our Lady as a rosary procession was 
offered on that day in St. Peter's Square in Rome for the success of the mission of the Holy League to hold back Muslim forces 
from overrunning Western Europe.)    
  9:00 AM +Anna Kaczurak                                                                                   (Family) 
 
THURSDAY - PYROHI MAKING/SALES TODAY                                                      OCTOBER 8 
Our ven. Mthr. Pelagia, the Penitent of the Mount of Olives (457); our ven. Mthr. Thais (Taisia) the Penitent of Egypt 
(4th century), not to be confused with Blessed Taisia of Egypt whose memory is honored on May 10; the ven. Pelagia, 15 year 
old Virgin-martyr of Antioch (303). 

(NO DIVINE LITURGY ON THIS DAY) 
FRIDAY - (Acts of penance are obligatory on all Fridays)                                 OCTOBER 9 
CHURCH OFFICE OPENED TODAY; Holy Apostle James, son of Alpheus and brother of the holy Evangelist Matthew.  (James 
preached in Judea, Edessa, Gaza, Eleutheropolis, finished his apostolic work in the Egyptian city of Ostrachina, where he was 
crucified by the pagans in the 1st century); holy Andronicus and his wife Athanasia of Egypt (5th century); Righteous Forefather 
Abraham (father of a multitude) and his nephew Lot (veil) (circa 2000 B.C. - Genesis, Chapters 12-25); holy Martyr Publia the 
Confessor, a widow and deaconess of Antioch, who raised her son, John, to become a priest (circa 361-363); holy Martyrs 
Maximus and Juventinus at Antioch, former bodyguards of the emperor Julian the Apostate (361-363); holy priest-martyr Dio-
nysius (Denis, Denys) of Paris, patron saint of France, martyred in 258 along with the priest Rusticus and the deacon 
Eleutherius at Montmartre (Hill of the Martyrs).                    (NO DIVINE LITURGY ON THIS DAY) 
SATURDAY                                                                                                            OCTOBER 10 
Holy Nicomedian Martyrs Eulampius and his sister Eulampia (305-13) and the 200 with them; Synaxis (Assembly) in honor 
of the Saints of the Volyn region of Ukraine: holy hierarchs Stefan (1094) and Amphilochius (1122), bishops of Volodymyr 
in Volhynia, holy ven. Job (1651), the Hegumen (Abbot) of Pochayeev Monastery, holy priestmartyr Macarius of Kaniv (1678), 
holy Yaropolk Izyaslavich of Volodymyr in Volhynia, Ukraine (1086), in Holy Baptism Peter, who was the grandson of Yaroslav 
the Wise, and great-grandson of St Volodymyr the Great; holy Theodore (Theodosius) prince of Ostrih (1483), and holy virgin 
Juliana Olshanska (16th century).  Today we also venerate the Zographou Icon "Of the Akathist" which is not to be confused 
with the Hilandar Icon "Of the Akathist" (January 12). 

NO DIVINE LITURGY ON SATURDAY MORNINGS 

SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE SEVENTH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
       Tone 2.  Matins Gospel # 8.  On October 11 we normally commemorate: Holy Apostle Philip, one of the 7 Deacons, was 
born in Palestine, was married and had children, see Acts 6:5, 8:1-40 and 21:8-9, he is not to be confused with St Philip, one of 
the Twelve Apostles (November 14); Our Venerable Father Theophanes the Branded, Artist & Composer of Canons & Bishop of 
Nicaea (845); Blessed Father John XXIII, Pope of Rome (1962).  But because of the Council Fathers the offices for the 
saint(s) of the day are omitted. 
 
  5:00 PM – DIVINE LITURGY (all English, recited)                     SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 10 
+Dmytro Holowatyj                                                                                       (Anna Holowatyj) 
 
There will be no MATINAL LITURGY-MORNING PRAYER on this     SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 
   9:00 AM – Eastern Christian Formation Classes 
 10:00 AM – HIERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY (Ukr., Eng. & OCS / Sermon in Eng) 
 God’s Blessings on Parishioners                (Bishop John Bura and Bishop Nicholas Samra,  
                       Fr Ivan Chirovsky and guest clergy) 

EASTERN STANDARD TIME BEGINS NOVEMBER FIRST: clocks turned back 1 hour 
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Continued from the cover 
 

 
FEAST OF SAINT JAMES, SON OF ALPHAEUS: 

October 9 
(in the East, we distinguish between three different holy apostles by the name 

of James: (1) Holy Apostle James “the Lesser”, the son of Alphaeus, one of 
the Twelve and brother of the holy Evangelist Matthew on October 9; (2) Holy 
Apostle James, the “Brother of God in the Flesh-Adelphotheos” being the son 
of Salome and the Righteous St. Joseph the Betrothed on October 23; and 

(3) the Holy Apostle James “the Greater”, the son of Zebedee and brother of 
St John the Theologian, also one of the Twelve on April 30) 
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ЧИТАННЯ ІЗ СВЯТОГО ПИСЬМА 

У 18 НЕДІЛЮ ПІСЛЯ ПЯТИДЕСЯТНИЦІ: 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE 
18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: 

NOTE FROM FR. IVAN CHIROVSKY: In years past, the scripture readings for Ves-
pers were printed in Ukrainian and English as a service to our elder parishioners, not 
all of whom perhaps were comfortable with looking up chapter and verse in a full 
Catholic-Orthodox version of the Bible.  On the other hand, the recent challenges in 
the economy make for rising costs of paper and ink, as well as postage for our shut-ins 
and friends.  So in an attempt to meet one need, but also take into account the other, 
we will try something new this week.  A synopsis of each reading will be provided in-
stead of the reading itself.  We hope this also serves a third need.  Young adults at our 
parish have asked and received my permission to use the chapel for Vespers and then 
St. Michael’s Hall for supervised socializing on Saturday evenings.  As I said recently, 
I haven’t yet figured out how to bi-locate like St. Antony of Egypt or St. Pio, so I am 
also hoping that these reflections will be helpful for them as well. 

(1) The First reading at the Vesperal Liturgy is from the BOOK OF JE-
SUS, SON OF NAVI (20:1-6).  After seven years of battle, Israel gained control of 
the Promised Land, which was then divided and allotted to the 12 tribes.  Jesus, son of 
Navi, (or Joshua, son of Nun, as English-language Bibles call him) dismisses the army 
for it is now each tribe’s responsibility to clear out the remaining enemies from their 
own areas.  Joshua continues to encourage the people to be faithful to God so they 
can remain in the land.  A life of faithfulness to God means that the Israelites will inhe-
rit the Promised Land here on earth.  A new nation in a new land needs a new gov-
ernment.  Many years earlier God told Moses how this government should function.  
One of the tasks God wanted the Israelites to do as they entered and took control of 
the Promised Land was to designate certain places as “cities of refuge”.  Today’s pas-
sage from the Book of Joshua describes how Joshua (Jesus, son of Navi) obeys and 
carries out God’s will in founding such cities.  These were to be spaced throughout the 
land so that a person was never too far from one, with the purpose of preventing in-
justices especially in cases of revenge.  For example, if someone accidentally killed 
another person, he could flee to one of the six designated “cities of refuge” and stay 
safe until a fair trial could be arranged.  Since they were the only Israelite tribe who 
did not receive tribal land "because the Lord the God of Israel himself is their 
inheritance", the Levites were placed in charge of these cities with the task of making 
sure that God's principles of justice, fairness and mercy are kept.  This episode is what 
theologians call a “type” or “foreshadowing” of something that was to be fulfilled in 
Christ Jesus.  The new Jesus, son of God, has gained for us victory over death and vic-
tory over the prince of this world: “the devil”.  His crucifixion, death and resurrection 
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are the “rescue mission” by which He has pillaged the devil’s domain: “the world” and 
“the flesh”.  Those who choose to allow Jesus to rescue them, that is to say, to live 
their lives in faithfulness to Christ, in obedience to the Father, by the power of the Ho-
ly Spirit, can also expect to inherit eternal happiness and blessedness in the “promised 
land” of heaven.  Indeed, the Church has traditionally interpreted statements about 
“enemies” in the Book of Psalms and throughout the Old Testament as referring alle-
gorically not to human enemies but to the ultimate enemy, the devil, as well as to the 
world insofar as it serves the devil, and to the “flesh”, that I to say, each person’s own 
destructive thoughts, addictions and “passions” (vices, capital sins).  Whereas the devil 
and his minions would pursue sinners with shame and condemnation for the sake of 
oppressing them, the Lord Jesus gives sinners healthy guilt and repentance as a sure 
refuge for the sake of liberating them.  The Troparion of the Exaltation of the Cross 
teaches us that any suffering that we endure in the process of being faithful against 
our enemies (devil, his world, our unredeemed flesh) not only means future sharing in 
Jesus’ ultimate victory, but also that those who faithfully do battle against sin and evil 
can already here and now find refuge in the power of the cross, especially in the Holy 
Mystery (Sacrament) of Holy Confession (entrusted to the new Levites, His Church’s 
priests) which is the practical outcome of the power of our Lord’s death on the Cross: 
divine justice defending us against the “Accuser-Satan”, real cleansing (forgetting) and 
forgiveness of our sins, and an opportunity for the sinner to experience new life al-
ready in the present. 

(2) The Second reading at the Vesperal Liturgy is from the THIRD 
BOOK OF KINGS (1 Kings 2:19–25).  When Solomon is appointed king by his dy-
ing father, King David, with the blessing of the prophet Nathan, Solomon asks from 
God for the gift of wisdom and receives it.  So when the time comes, he must use this 
gift to eliminate all opposition to the throne.  Today’s passage describes how his moth-
er, Bathsheba, widow of King David, asks for Solomon’s permission to speak to him on 
behalf of Davids’ oldest son and Solomon’s step-brother, Adonijah.  He does not refuse 
her.  She then asks for permission for Abishag the Shunammite to become Adonijah’s 
wife.  This was a rather deviant and cunning thing to do.  Using God’s wisdom, Solo-
mon had to figure out that this was not about Abishag loving Adonijah more than she 
loved Solomon.  Rather, Abishag had been David’s last mistress, and, according to law, 
whoever slept with her would have a legitimate claim to inherit the throne of David.  
Some sins are generational: they “run in the family”.  David’s son, Absalom, had tried 
to do the same thing to David.  God expected Solomon to use the gift of wisdom to 
discern what was right and what was wrong to protect the throne and thus obey God.  
This time Solomon is “wise as a serpent” and succeeds.  Adonijah is executed and his 
rebellion crushed; Solomon builds the temple, establishes a strong army and becomes 
the richest and wisest king in the history of Israel.  But Solomon does not use the gift 
of wisdom consistently.  In an effort to please his pagan wives, he is not “innocent as 
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a dove” and so falls into idolatry, leading the entire nation into spiritual decline.  Wis-
dom is not enough; one also needs to be obedient.  Today’s passage from 1 Kings de-
scribes Solomon’s early wisdom and his good start.  Keeping aware of how he ended 
his life, however, we must remember that no matter what position in life we obtain, 
we are always ripe for downfall and must never let our guard down against sin and 
temptation. 

(3) The Third reading at the Vesperal Liturgy is from the Wisdom of Je-
sus, the Son of SIRACH (48:12–20).  Today’s passage from Sirach teaches that 
leaders and followers must work together in their desire to obey God’s will in order for 
the entire nation to be blessed.  One or the other is not sufficient for real happiness.  
The footnotes in the NAB explain, as follows: “Elisha fearlessly continued the work of 
his predecessor (Elijah) by numerous miracles (Sirach 48:12-14), but the obstinacy of 
the people eventually brought on the destruction of the kingdom of Israel and the dis-
persion of its subjects.  Judah, however, survived under the rule of Davidic kings, both 
good and bad (Sirach 48:15-16).  …  The fidelity, trust and courage of King Hezekiah 
(Sirach 48:17, 22), the zeal of the prophet Isaiah, and the prayer of the people (Sirach 
48:20) availed with God.  The Assyrian oppressors were routed (Sirach 48:18-19, 21), 
the king's life was prolonged, and consolations were granted the people through 
Isaiah's prophecies concerning the future (Sirach 48:23-25), especially the coming of 
the Messiah and the establishment of his kingdom (cf. Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7; 40-65)” and 
His Church.  Interestingly, the Catholic-Orthodox tradition of preserving and venerating 
the relics of saints finds Biblical support in verses 13-14 of Sirach 48 which together 
with 4 (2) Kings 13:21 teaches that there is real power in the relics of God’s holy ones. 

(4) На Утренній Літургії, Новий Завіт, Сьоме Утренне Євангеліє: ВІД ІВАНА 
СВЯТОГО ЄВАНГЕЛІЯ (БЛАГОВІСТУВАННЯ) ЧИТАННЯ:  У той час, першого дня 
тижня, Марія Магдалина прийшла до гробу вранці, як ще не розвиднілось; аж ось 
бачить, що камінь відкочено від гробу.  Отож побігла вона і прийшла до Симона Петра й 
до іншого учня, якого Ісус любив, і каже їм: « Взяли Господа з гробу, і не знаємо, де 
його поклали. »  Пішов Петро й той інший учень, і приходять до гробу.  Бігли вони 
обидва разом, та той інший учень біг швидше за Петра, тому й прибув до гробу перший.  
Нахилившися, він бачить — лежить плащаниця; однак він не ввійшов.  Приходить тоді 
слідом за ним Симон-Петро і, ввійшовши до гробу, бачить, що лежить плащаниця і 
хустка, що була на голові в нього; лежала ж вона не з плащаницею, а згорнена збоку, 
на іншому місці.  Тоді ввійшов і той інший учень, який перший був прийшов до гробу, і 
побачив, і увірував.  Вони бо не знали ще Писання, що він мав воскреснути з мертвих.  
Тоді учні вернулися знову до себе додому. (20:1-10). 

(4) At the Matinal Liturgy: New Testament: Seventh Matinal Gospel: A Reading 
from the Holy Gospel according to JOHN:  [At that time,] on the first day of the week 
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had 
been taken away from the tomb.  So she ran, and went to Simon Peter and the other 
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disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.”  Peter then came out with the other 
disciple, and they went toward the tomb.  They both ran, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first; and stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but 
he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; he saw the 
linen cloths lying, and the napkin, which had been on his head, not lying with the linen cloths 
but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not know the scripture, that He must 
rise from the dead.  Then the disciples went back to their homes. (20:1-10). 

(5) На Божественній Літургії, Апостол 18-тої Неділі після П’ятиде-
сятниці: Новий Завіт: ДО КОРІНТЯН ДРУГОГО ПОСЛАННЯ СВЯТОГО 
АПОСТОЛА ПАВЛА ЧИТАННЯ:  Браття!  Хто скупо сіє, скупо пожне; хто 
щедро сіє, той щедро жатиме.  Нехай кожний дає, як дозволяє серце, не з 
жалю, чи примусу: Бог любить того, хто дає радо. 1  А Бог спроможний обси-
пати вас усякою благодаттю, щоб ви мали всього завжди вдосталь та щоб 
вам ще зосталось на всяке добре діло, як написано: Розсипав, дав убогим; 
праведність його триває вічно. 2  Той, хто дає насіння сіячеві і хліб на пожи-
ву, помножить і ваше насіння та зростить плоди вашої щедрости, щоб ви у 
всьому збагатились всякою щедротою, яка через нас складає Богові подяку 
(9:6-11). 

(5) At the Divine Liturgy: EPISTLE FOR THE 18-TH SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST: A Reading from the SECOND LETTER of Saint Paul, the 
Apostle, TO THE CORINTHIANS.  Brothers and Sisters!  Whoever sows spar-
ingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bounti-
fully.  Each must do as already determined, without sadness or compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 3  Moreover, God is able to make every grace abund-
ant for you, so that in all things, always having all you need, you may have an 
abundance for every good work.  As it is written: “He scatters abroad, he gives 
to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”  4  The one who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness.  You are being enriched in every way for all gene-
rosity, which through us produces thanksgiving to God (NABwRNT-9:6-11). 

(6) На Божественній Літургії:  Євангеліє 19-тої Неділі після П’яти-
                                                        
1 порівняй Приповідки 11, 24 
2 Псалом 112, 9 
3 Compare Proverbs 11:24. 
4 Psalm 112:9. 
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десятниці: Новий Завіт: ВІД ЛУКИ СВЯТОГО ЄВАНГЕЛІЯ (БЛАГО-
ВІСТУВАННЯ) ЧИТАННЯ: Каже Господь: Як бажаєте, щоб вам чинили лю-
ди, чиніть їм і ви так само.  Коли ви любите тих, що вас люблять, яка ваша 
заслуга?  Таж бо і грішники люблять тих, що їх люблять.  І коли чините доб-
ро тим, що вам чинять, яка вам заслуга?  І грішники те саме чинять.  І коли 
ви позичаєте тим, від кого маєте надію назад узяти, яка ваша заслуга?  
Адже і грішники грішникам позичають, щоб відібрати від них рівне.  Ви ж 
любіть ворогів ваших, добро чиніте їм, і позичайте, не чекаючи назад нічого, 
і велика буде ваша нагорода, і будете синами Всевишнього, бо він благий 
(добрий) для невдячних і злих.  Будьте милосердні, як і Отець ваш мило-
сердний (6:31-36). 

(6) At the Divine Liturgy: GOSPEL for THE 19th SUNDAY: New Testa-
ment: A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE:  The 
Lord says: “Do to others as you would have them do to you.  For if you love 
those who love you, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners love those who 
love them.  And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that 
to you?  Even sinners do the same.  If you lend money to those from whom you 
expect repayment, what credit (is) that to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners, 
and get back the same amount.  But rather, love your enemies and do good to 
them, and lend expecting nothing back; then your reward will be great and you 
will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and the 
wicked.  Be merciful, just as (also) your Father is merciful.” (NABwRNT—6:31-
36) 

НАСТУПНОЇ НЕДІЛІ: (11 жовтня, 2009): ЧИТАННЯ ІЗ СВЯТОГО ПИСЬМА: 19-тої 
Неділі після П’ятидесятниці, Mіж 11-17 жовтня: Неділя Отців Сьомого 
Вселенського Собору; служба святих дня пропускається.  На Вечірній Лі-
тургії, в неділю отців: (1) БУТТЯ 14:14-20; (2) ВТОРОЗАКОННЯ 1:8-11:15-17; 
(3) ВТОРОЗАКОННЯ 10:14-21.  На Вечірній Літургії, неділі: (4) ВТОРОЗАКОННЯ 
4:1-8; (5) 2 САМУЇЛ 24:10-18; (6) СИРАХ 41:1-9; На Утренній Літургії, неділі: 
(7) від Івана 20:11-18.  На Євхаристійній (Божественній) Літургії, неділі: 
(8) 2 до Корінтян 11:31-12:9; (11) від Луки 7:11-16.  На Євхаристійній (Боже-
ственній) Літургії, в неділю отців: (9) до ЄВРЕЇВ 13:7-16; (10) ІВАНА 17:1-13.  
За-амвонна Молитва: св. Івана Золотоустого # 1, або звичайна (тобто св. 
Василія Великого), або # 72, єпископам й отцям. 

NEXT SUNDAY: Scripture Readings for October 11, 2009: Scripture Read-
ings for the 19 Sunday after Pentecost, also on the Sunday between October 
11-17, we commemorate the Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council; the 
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commemoration of the saints of the day is omitted.  At the Vesperal Liturgy, 
on a Sunday of the Fathers: (1) Genesis 14:14-20; (2) Deuteronomy 1:8-11:15-17; 
(3) Deuteronomy 10:14-21; At the Vesperal Liturgy, for Sunday: (4) Deuteronomy 
4:1-8; (5) 2 Samuel 24:10-18; (6) Sirach 41:1-9; At the Matinal Liturgy, for Sun-
day: (7) John 20:11-18.  At the Eucharistic (Divine) Liturgy, for Sunday: 
(8) 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9; (11) Luke 7:11-16.  At the Eucharistic (Divine) Litur-
gy, for the Fathers: (9) Hebrews 13:7-16; (10) John 17:1-13.  Amvon Prayer: St. 
John Chrysostom # 1: “What praise or what hymn…”, or the usual one by St. Basil the 
Great: “O Lord, you bless those who bless you…”, #72, the Common for Holy Bishops 
and Fathers. 

On October 4, in the Byzantine Churches, we remember: 
(1) the Holy Hieromartyr Hierotheus, the first Bishop of Athens, was a member of 

the Athenian Areopagos and was converted to Christ by the Apostle Paul together with St 
Dionysius the Areopagite (October 3).  The saint was consecrated by the Apostle Paul to the rank 
of bishop. According to Tradition, Bishop Hierotheus was present with St Dionysius at the funeral 
of the Most Holy Theotokos.  St Hierotheus died a martyr's death in the first century. 

(2) and many others. 

According to Wikipedia: in the Latin Rite, the traditional pre-Vatican II calendar and 
the revised calendar after 1971, October 4 is listed as the memorial feast day of Saint 
Francis of Assisi (Giovanni Francesco Bernardone; 1181/1182 – October 3, 1226) who was the 
famous Catholic deacon and founder of the Order of Friars Minor, more commonly known as the 
Franciscans.  He is known as the patron saint of animals, the environment and Italy, and it is 
customary for Catholic churches to hold ceremonies honoring animals around his feast day of 4 
October.  About his later life it is said that while he was praying on the mountain of Verna, during 
a forty day fast in preparation for Michaelmas (September 29), Francis is said to have had a 
vision on or about September 14, 1224, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, as a result of 
which he received the stigmata.  Brother Leo, who had been with Francis at the time, left a clear 
and simple account of the event, the first definite account of the phenomenon of stigmata.  
“Suddenly he saw a vision of a seraph, a six-winged angel on a cross. This angel gave him the 
gift of the five wounds of Christ."  Suffering from these Stigmata and from an eye disease, he 
received care in several cities (Siena, Cortona, and Nocera) to no avail. In the end he was 
brought back to the Porziuncola.  He was brought to the "transito," the hut for infirmed friars, 
next to the Porziuncola.  Here, in the place where it all began, feeling the end approaching, he 
spent the last days of his life dictating his spiritual testament.  He died on the evening of October 
3, 1226, singing Psalm 141.  On July 16, 1228 he was pronounced a saint by Pope Gregory IX, 
the former cardinal Ugolino di Conti, friend and protector of St Francis. The next day, the pope 
laid the foundation stone for the Basilica of Saint Francis in Assisi.  He was buried on May 25, 
1230 under the Lower Basilica.  His burial place remained inaccessible until it was rediscovered in 
1818. Pasquale Belli then constructed for his remains a crypt in neo-classical style under the 
Lower Basilica. It was refashioned between 1927 and 1930 into its present form by Ugo Tarchi, 
stripping the wall of its marble decorations. In 1978 the remains of St. Francis were identified by 
a commission of scholars, appointed by Pope Paul VI and put in a glass urn in the ancient stone 
tomb. 
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МОЛИТВА СЛУГИ БОЖОГО МИТРОПОЛИТА АНДРЕЯ ШЕПТИЦЬКОГО ПРО 

ДОБРЕ УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ДУХОВЕНСТВО, яку Проголошення вірним УГКЦ 2009 
року Божого Роком християнського покликання з особливим наголосом на 

священичому покликанні поручає молитися усім вірним нашої Церкви 
Господи, Господи, поглянь з неба, подивись і відвідай виноградник, який 

насадила правиця Твоя.  Нехай всемогутня Твоя Рука буде завжди над цим народом, 
що його Ти полюбив. Дай йому, Предвічний Боже, у кожному поколінні, аж до кінця 
світу, єпископів і священиків святих, повних Твого Духа, — пастирів й учителів Твого 
Закону, що вміли б незмінно зберігати правду Твого святого Об'явлення та з любов'ю 
навчати й вести цей великий нарід.  Даруй українському духовенству ласку ніколи не 
боятися пожертвування, де тільки йде про Твою славу й добро цього народу.  
Розпали в серцях українських священиків духа ревності про спасіння душ.  Відкрий 
перед їхніми очима премудрість Твого Об'явлення і дай їм високе почуття святості 
того діла, до якого Ти їх покликав. Благослови їхню працю і їхні наміри.  Хорони від 
усякого лиха.  І єднай їх Твоєю благодаттю, щоб любов'ю були одно, – як Ти, Отче, зі 
Сином і Син з Тобою.  Амінь. 

PRAYER FOR GOOD UKRAINIAN CLERGY 
by Servant of God Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky (+1944) recommended by 

the Synodal “PROCLAMATION TO THE FAITHFUL OF UKRAINIAN GRECO-
CATHOLIC CHURCH: 2009 – THE YEAR OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION WITH A 

PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE PRIESTLY VOCATION” 
Lord, O Lord, look down from Heaven, behold and visit Your vineyard, which Your 

right hand has planted.  May Your mighty hand be always upon this people, whom You 
have beloved.  O Eternal God, grant Your people in every generation to the end of the 
world holy bishops and priests filled with Your Spirit – pastors and teachers of Your Law, 
capable of preserving unaltered the truth of Your holy Revelation and lovingly teaching 
and leading this great people.  Grant to the Ukrainian clergy the grace to never fear any 
sacrifice, whenever it concerns Your glory and the good of this people.  Ignite the hearts 
of Ukrainian priests with a spirit of zeal for the salvation of souls.  Open before their eyes 
the wisdom of Your Revelation and grant them a deep sense of the holiness of the task to 
which You have called them.  Bless their work and their intentions.  Protect them from 
every evil.  And unite them by Your grace so that in love they may be one – as You, Fa-
ther, are with the Son, and the Son with You [together with Your Most-Holy, Good and 
Life-Giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages].  Amen. 

PRAYER FOR BISHOPS 
Heavenly Father, in these trying times when the spirit of the age threatens Christian 

values, give our bishops holiness of life and wisdom to direct and guide our eparchi-
al/diocesan families so that we may grow in Your love.  We pray that You grant them 
strength and power in prudently guiding Your spiritual flocks entrusted to them, and that 
they may enrich those over whom they watch, that together with the flocks committed to 
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their care, they may attain eternal life through Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, with Whom You are blessed, together with Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spi-
rit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.  
 

PRAYER FOR OUR NATION’S HEALTH CARE REFORM 
O Lord Jesus, you are the Divine Physician, and the source of all life and 

health.  Guide our nation at this critical moment, as our government seeks 
health care reforms.  Give our elected officials the humility to know that they 
are servants, not masters.  Give them the wisdom to realize that every life has 
equal value.  Give them the strength to resist the idea that some lives can be 
sacrificed to save other lives or that killing the unborn is a part of health care.  
Give your people the courage to speak up and to hold public officials 
accountable for their actions.  Save us, Lord Jesus, from a culture of death, and 
let every reform in our public policy be based on the reform of our hearts (spi-
rits) and thoughts/feelings (souls) in the light of your holy Gospel.  For you are 
truly Lord and we give glory to you, together with your eternal Father, and 
your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  
Amen. 

Special PETITIONS modified for use in the Great Ekteniya (Litany of Peace) 
originally intended for the Insistent Litany (Ekteniya of Fervent Supplication) 

PRAYER FOR BISHOP ROBERT 
Bishop John (Bura) has asked the priests of the St Josaphat Eparchy to remember 

Bishop Robert in “your prayers and services.”  One suggestion as to how to do this is to 
use this petition for the Triple Litany taken from the Anthology, page 935: 

       Deacon:  O Lord Jesus Christ our Savior: for our sake, You were born in 
poverty; for our sake You were hungry and thirsty; for our sake You suffered and gave 
Your life over to death.  As You have allowed Your servant, Bishop Robert, to share in 
Your sufferings, so too, allow him to share in Your Grace.  May Your Precious Blood wash 
away the stains of his sins; may Your righteousness wash away his unrighteousness.  
Look upon his faith in You, rather that his works.  As his sickness increases, so also let 
him know and increase of Your plenteous Grace.  Do not let his faith waver, nor his hope 
fail, nor his love grow cold: do not let the fear of death cause him to lose his trust in You, 
or to place it anywhere except in You:  we pray You, Lord, hear us and have mercy.   
Faithful:  Lord, have mercy. 

PETITION mandated by the Synodal 12-31-2008 “Proclamation to the faithful of the 
Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church in the year of God 2009 as the Year of Christian Vocations 

with Special Emphasis on Priestly Vocations”: 
Deacon:  During this Year of 2009 when we have been asked by our Patriarch and 

Synod of Bishops to remember all Christian Vocations in our prayers, but with a Special Em-
phasis on Priestly Vocations, for all our priests, deacons and seminarians, that their vocations 



12 
may be lived out in holiness, let us pray to the Lord.    

Faithful:  Lord, have mercy. 

PETITIONS requested by Church in Ukraine & Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 5-23-2008 
Deacon:  Uniting in fervent prayer with our brothers and sisters in Ukraine, for God’s 

blessings upon them, that they continue to strive to build their nation based on the principles 
of democracy and justice for all, let us pray to the Lord.   

Faithful:  Lord, have mercy. 
Deacon:  Humbly beseeching, the Almighty God, One in the Holy Trinity, that the 

government officials of Ukraine may be guided by and granted God’s wisdom, peace, and 
charity, that in their service to the nation they will reflect the goodness and love of God’s 
people which exist in the +Father, Son and Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 

Faithful:  Lord, have mercy. 

PETITION mandated by His Grace Bishop Robert in a letter dated 
9-18-2008, at the request of the League of Ukrainian Catholics: 

Deacon:  That God’s faithful Servant Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky be numbered 
among the saints, let us pray to the Lord.   

Faithful:  Lord, have mercy.   

PRO-LIFE MESSAGE AND PETITION 
As we celebrate Respect Life Sunday, the words of the late pro-life hero, Rep. Henry 

Hyde, are as true today as when spoken on the floor of the House of Representatives in 2000: 
"We are knee deep in a culture of death...In this advanced democracy, is it our crowning 
achievement that we have learned to treat people as things? Our moment in history is marked 
by a mortal conflict between a culture of life and a culture of death." NRL News, 12/07.  
Therefore… 

Deacon: For an awakening of this nation's conscience to the truth that respect for life 
must be the foundation of a just society, let us pray to the Lord. 

Faithful: Lord, have mercy (3x). 

ACOLYTE ASSIGNMENTS              5:00 PM — SATURDAYS 
Joseph & Michael Levy; Richard Vargo; 

Richard Sawczak; David Sawczak; Stephen Sawczak 

ACOLYTE ASSIGNMENTS          10:00 AM — SUNDAYS 
Abby & Drew Buckholt; Antony Chirovsky; Joseph & Michael Levy; Gregory 

Holowatyj; Alex & Andrew Hodowanec; Mark Rad 

LECTOR ASSIGNMENTS 

17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1 
Saturday, September 26, 2009 – 5:00 PM – Stephanie Casey 
Sunday, September 27, 2009 – 10:00 AM – Irene Borodycia 
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18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
Saturday, October 3, 2009 – 5:00 PM – Kathy Drapala 

Sunday, October 4, 2009 – 10:00 AM – Joan Hess 
 

SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE 7th ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9 for 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Hebrews 13:7-16 for Ecumenical Council Fathers 
Saturday, October 10, 2009 – 5:00 PM – Stephanie Vargo 
Sunday, October 11, 2009 – 10:00 AM – Irene Borodycia 

 
20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: Galatians 1:11-19 
Saturday,October 17, 2009 – 5:00 PM – Stephanie Casey 

Sunday, October 18, 2009 – 10:00 AM – Joan Hess 
 

21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: Galatians 2:16-20 
Saturday, October 24, 2009 – 5:00 PM – Bob Casey 

Sunday, October 25, 2009 – 10:00 AM – Irene Borodycia 

MAINTENANCE, REPAIRS and RENOVATIONS 
A few weeks ago, we were surprised to find out that our upper church hall, St. Michael’s 

Hall, ceiling uses as many as NINETY light bulbs; thus new bulbs were purchased to replace old 
ones (half immediately - the rest as needed) in the amount of $ 78.84. 

In late August-early September, we were finally able to repair certain areas of the church 
roof again:  (1) Preventive maintenance - $ 369.00; (2) replacing some old tin downspouts near 
the altar area and sacristy, which were rusted through, while re-routing others-$1,250; (3) and 
repairing sections of the flashing in the bell towers which were torn off during the major 
rain/wind storms in June/July - $ 1,491. 

Starting September 15, the interior is undergoing some renovations, also, including repair 
to plasterwork and repainting of interior walls below the main dome and in the main altar area, 
as well as the below and in the choir loft.  Much of the “footwork” and planning for these projects 
was done by Fr. Canon Dr. John Ropke, of blessed memory.  Pews will be moved around to make 
room for scaffolding and some of them, in the front and middle, will be removed to make room 
for the easier celebration of sacraments of initiation, crowning in marriage and funerals, as well 
as to create a handicapped ramp inside of the church to match the existing ramp on the outside.  
This will also make it possible to have easier processions inside the church for Vespers on Holy 
and Great Friday, Matins on Pascha, Litiya at Vespers, etc.  A new carpet, to match the one in the 
altar area, will be installed in those places where there are no pews.  Our church was last painted 
and new carpeting installed in 1989.  The estimates were approved by His Grace Bishop John 
(Bura).  The final costs are expected to come to: $ 14,900.00 for the carpeting, $ 6,450.00 for 
repair to plasterwork and repainting of interior walls below the main dome and in the main altar 
area, as well as below, and in, the choir loft; and $ 2,050.00 to pay for union carpenters, as per 
Pittsburgh code, to come in and set up the scaffolding which must be rented for the job.  The job 
for the choir has been added to the job for the rest of the church, since renting scaffolding twice 
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would be an unnecessary and expensive duplication.  Please keep these projects in your 
prayers.  Donations/sacrifices are always welcome. 

OCTOBER 9-10, 2009 – ANNUAL ELEANOR MALBURG 
EASTERN CHRISTIAN CHURCHES SEMINAR 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9 - At Holy Trinity Orthodox Church in America, 6822 Broadview 
Road, Parma, OH 44134, 6:30 p.m. – REGISTRATION, 7:00 p.m. - PRAYER SERVICE, WEL-
COME and MODERATOR - Father Vladimir Berzonsky, pastor, 7:30 p.m. - "St. Paul's Teaching 
on One Body: Ecclesial and Sacramental" by Msgr. Paul McPartlan, STL, D.Phil., Carl J. Peter 
professor of systematic theology and ecumenism in the School of Theology and Religious 
Studies at the Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C.; 8:30 p.m. - RECEPTION AND 
REFRESHMENTS. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10 - At Notre Dame College, 4545 College Road, South Euclid, 
OH 44121, 8:30 a.m. - REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS - Administration Building, 
ground floor; 9:00 a.m. - WELCOME - Andrew P. Roth, Ph.D., president, Notre Dame College; 
MODERATOR - Father Joseph Hilinski, pastor of Our Lady of Mercy Church, Cleveland, and 
delegate of Ecumenical Interfaith Affairs for the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland; 9:15 a.m. – 
“Eucharist in Eastern Orthodoxy", Father Alexander Rentel, Ph.D., professor of canon law and 
Byzantine studies at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood, N.Y.; 10:15 
a.m. – BREAK; 10:30 a.m. - "Eucharist in Oriental Orthodoxy (the Armenian, Assyrian, Coptic, 
Ethiopian, Indian and Syrian Orthodox churches)", Father Daniel Findikiyan, PhiD., dean and 
the Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan professor of Liturgy at St. Nersess Armenian Seminary, New 
Rochelle, N.Y.; 11:30 a.m. – PRAYER; Noon – LUNCH; 1:00 p.m. - "Eucharist in the Western 
Tradition", Father David A. Novak, M.Div., MA, pastor of Holy Trinity Church, Lorain, Ohio; 
2:15 p.m. - CONVERSATION WITH OUR SPEAKERS; 2:45 p.m. - CONCLUSION OF SEMINAR. 

For more information, contact (216) 373-5389 or mbaran@ndc.edu. 

Sat.-Sun., OCTOBER 9-11, 2009 – ANNUAL LUC NATIONAL CONVENTION 
THE WESTERN PA LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS IS HOSTING THIS YEAR’S 

ANNUAL LUC NATIONAL CONVENTION to be held at the Ramada Inn and Conference Center, 
401 Holiday Drive, 15220, 412-922-8100, from 10:00 am on Friday, October 9 to Closing 
ceremonies at the Hotel at 12:30 pm on Sunday, October 11.  There is a cost for Journal and 
Gift, as well as the meals, but LISTENING TO SPEAKER PRESENTATIONS IS FREE.  
ALSO YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE A MEMBER OF LUC IN ORDER TO ATTEND, SO 
EVERYONE IS ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION, BUT ATTENDEES 
MUST REGISTER BY SEPTEMBER 30.  Bishop Nicholas (Samra) of the Melkite 
Byzantine Catholic Church will be one of the main speakers (Stewardship and Leadership at 
11:30 and 1:30 at the hotel), and will join our very own Bishop John (Bura) in serving 
the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy at our parish on Sunday, October 11, at 10:00 am.  
Other speakers include: Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM (Our Roots and our Future at 2:30 at the 
hotel), Stephen Haluszczak (Ukrainians of Western Pennsylvania at 3:30 at the hotel), 
Monsignor George Appleyard (Priests in the Royal Priesthood at the baquet at the hotel at 
7:00 pm); the Poltava Ukrainian Dance Company and the Continental Dukes Band are also in 
the schedule for the evening. 
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They are especially promoting attendance of local laity at the Saturday 

morning Divine Liturgy at St George’s Ukr. Cath. Ch. on the northside at 9:30 am, 
and the program prepared by the Religious Education Children of St George’s at 
10:30 am, and Saturday morning Brunch at St George’s: children under five, free; 
children 6-12 for $ 10.00, and children and students 13 and up - $ 15.00.  

There will be a Convention raffle, and donations of gift items for door prizes and 
Chinese Auction are always welcomed.  Please feel free to let the LUC know how you are 
doing and what is new with you.  Names of members who have been born to eternal life 
since the last convention for remembrance at the Divine Liturgy are now being collected.  
Please keep the LUC in your prayers.  For more info, please contact Nicholas Kotow, 6390 
Churchill Road, Bethel Park, PA. 15102, 724-337-5704. 

Sat.-Sun., October 10-11 - UKRAINIAN FOOD FESTIVAL at ST. VLADIMIR’S 
     St. Vladimir's Ukrainian Orthodox Church will be holding their annual Fall Ukrainian Food 
Festival on Saturday and Sunday, Oct 10 and 11, from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM in their church 
hall, located at 73 S. 18th Street, South Side, Pittsburgh, 15203.  Admission is free.  They will 
have homemade Ukrainian food including Stuffed Cabbage, Pyrohy, Halushky, Kobasa and 
Kraut Sandwiches plus Roast Pork and Kraut Sandwiches with mouthwatering desserts from 
the bake sale table.  There will also be a Chinese Auction and Raffle!  For more info please 
call 412-431-0687.  This is how their parish tries to raise money each year for building reno-
vations for their church.  Please support them and have some fun while you’re at it. 

Sat.-Sun., OCTOBER 17-18, 2009 – DATES FOR OUR ANNUAL AUXILIARY BAZAAR 
Our annual Church Auxiliary Bazaar is scheduled to occur on this weekend; there will 

be no ECF classes during the weekend of the Bazaar. (see orange insert in today’s bulletin). 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2009 – HOLY HOUR FOR MEN 
The Catholic Men’s Fellowship of Pittsburgh will sponsor a holy hour for men on Satur-

day, Oct. 17, at St. Paul Seminary, 2900 Noblestown Road, Crafton. The event will begin with 
refreshments and fellowship at 8 a.m. Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
with Bishop David Zubik will be held at 8:30 a.m. At 9:30 a.m., a presentation and discussion 
of Bishop Zubik’s pastoral letter, “The Church Living!,” will be led by Dr. William Batz, general 
secretary of the diocese. A meeting for parish conference leaders to discuss promotion of the 
April 20, 2010, Gathering of Catholic Men will be held from 10:30-11:30 a.m. Catholic men of 
all ages are invited, and there is no charge for the event.   

SAT., OCTOBER 17, 2009 – PITTSBURGH ROMAN CATHOLIC SEMINARIANS PLAN 
SECOND “FESTIVAL OF PRAISE” AT SAINT PAUL SEMINARY (see next page)  

Building on the extraordinary turnout for a similar event earlier this year, Bishop David 
A. Zubik and four diocesan seminarians are planning a second “Festival of Praise” for Satur-
day, October 17 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at Saint Paul Seminary, 2900 Noblestown Road, in 
Pittsburgh’s Oakwood neighborhood, near Crafton/Green Tree.  With the theme “Encounter-
ing the Healing Jesus,” the Festival of Praise will appeal to young adults in their teens, 20s 
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and 30s and will include Eucharistic adoration, contemporary praise, confession and a reflec-
tion by Bishop Zubik. 

Sat.-Sun., OCTOBER 24-25, 2009 – ANNUAL YOUTH RETREAT AT SLIPPERY ROCK 
Saints Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church is inviting all youth, Grades 7–12+, to at-

tend their ANNUAL YOUTH RETREAT, which is being called ROCK STAR this year.  It will be 
held at the Crestfield Camp and Conference Center in Slippery Rock, PA.  Come join other 
teens for a backstage pass…  Bring a friend for even more fun!  Activities include: mega zip-
line, canoeing, campfire, Ukrainian Idol Competition, wii ROCK BAND, prayer, football, messy 
games, skits, Divine Liturgy.  ONLY $30, including T-SHIRT, ALL ACTIVITIES, ALL 
MEALS, AND 1 NIGHT STAY!  Parents: It would cost you more to keep them home!  
Registration and deposit due no later than October 3, 2009.  For more information, please 
contact Lisa Hladio at 724-934-1026 or 724-266-2444 or lmhladio@zbzoom.net.  The actual 
cost of the weekend is $60 per person.  Saints Peter & Paul, Ambridge, has chosen to offset 
this cost with their own fundraising efforts.  If anyone of our St John’s parishioners 
would like to attend this event, please see, or call, Father Ivan, 412-431-2531, 
press nine to leave a message. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2009 
ATTENTION: PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS 

Inspired by the spiritual biography of Saint Nonna in the August 5, 2007 church bulletin, a 
number of men and women have created a special prayer group for satisfying the need to in-
tercede in prayer for the welfare of our children and grandchildren.  Whenever he can, Father 
Ivan facilitates this prayer gathering for us.  Currently we use the Akathist Hymn to the Moth-
er of God in her miraculous icon, known as Vospitanie – Воспитание – Vikokhuvatel’ka Ditey 
– Викохувателька Дітей – Nurturer of Children (venerated on March 5) and then add spon-
taneous prayers, if necessary.  If you are interested, then please call Irene Borodycia at 412-
881-4635.  For the time being, it has been decided that we will meet IN THE CHAPEL on first 
Saturday of each month, at 10:00 am. 

TENTATIVE DATES/Topics 
FOR GENERATIONS OF FAITH sessions at our Parish (see next page) 

DECEMBER 6, 2009: The Meaning of the Feast of the Encounter of our Lord with visit 
from St Nicholas; FEBRUARY 7, 2009: The Meaning of Holy and Great Week; MARCH 7, 2009: 
The Meaning of Holy and Great Friday.  The date for a smaller parish session on the meaning 
of the Divine Liturgy is yet to be chosen. 

MEMORIAL FLOWERS 
If you would like to provide flowers in memory of a loved one, in thanksgiving for 

blessings, or to celebrate an occasion, please call Margie Klimko: 412-431-0430. 

MEMORIAL CANDLES 
If you would like to sponsor a candle in front of the copy of the miraculous Pochayiv 

Mother of God Icon or in front of the Icon of the Cross of Our Lord, or four lamps at the 
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iconostas icons, or seven lamps in the seven-branched candlestick at our Altar (Holy Table), 
for whatever intention you desire, at $5.00 per week, please write to or call Cathy Sawchak, 
parish secretary: 412-431-2531.  (No donations this week) 

MEMORIAL FUND 
All donations collected in this fund will be used to purchase new Liturgical items, including 

any new vestments or repairs to liturgical items.  In the meantime, as we use what we have 
for the greater glory of God, please remember that we still paying off certain items from the 
last few years. Your generosity, as always, will be greatly appreciated. 

CHURCH AUXILIARY’s SARRIS “Candy Sales” and ENJOY books Sales 
The Church Auxiliary is once again selling a variety of Sarris chocolate bars (including 

pretzel, dark chocolate, plain milk chocolate, chocolate with almonds, crispies, peanut butter 
and caramel) for only $1.00  each.  Normally sales are on Thursdays and Sundays after the 
Divine Liturgies.  If you attend Saturday evening services, please see Margie Klimko or Diane 
Vargo if you wish to buy some delicious candy at a bargain price.  Also we are selling ENJOY 
books at $ 27.00 each.  Please see Rose Breen or Margie Klimko about the books. 

PYROHI SALES 
We thank all of our wonderful and hard-working volunteers.  May God richly reward them 

all.  Last week’s gross income was $ 1,840.  Sometimes we have had to cut back pro-
duction and turn away some customers.  The lack of an adequate amount of “pinch-
ers” meant that we could not make enough pyrohi to meet the high demand.  That’s 
too bad with all the repairs that need to be done to keep our church structures in 
good shape.  WE REALLY DO NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS.  SO DON’T BE SHY, OR 
AFRAID, BUT DO COME AND HELP OUT.  Also, please help to get the word out that to place 
an order for pyrohi, our customers need to please call 412-481-5022 either Tuesdays (8:00 AM – 
12:00 NOON) or Wednesdays (10:00 AM – 12:00 NOON).  Sales and pick-up on Thursdays are 
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. 

POPE BENEDICT XVI'S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR OCTOBER 2009 
General: That Sunday may be lived as the day on which Christians gather to celebrate 

the risen Lord, participating in the Eucharist. 
Mission: That the entire People of God, to whom Christ entrusted the mandate to go 

and preach the Gospel to every creature, may eagerly assume their own missionary 
responsibility and consider it the highest service they can offer humanity. 

PARISHIONERS’ PRAYER LIST 
Our parish’s listing for people IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS has been updated recently.  

This would include those who might be suffering from some illness, or who might simply - for 
whatever reasons - be unable to attend church services.  This may be because they are care-
givers at home, or may themselves have some temporary minor illness, or they may be shut-
ins at home, or in hospitals and nursing homes due to age or infirmity.  The names reported 
to us were: Anna Belz, Ahafia Berketa, Nancy Borodycia, Iwanna Chirovsky, Elsie Damas, 
James & Rose DePalma, Irene Dragan, Harry Drevna, Bazyli Dytko, Fran Gable, Katherine 
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Gradnik, Steven and Frances Hladonik, Vera Holubiak, Helen Hoskowicz, Maria Jacyszyn, Sis-
ter Andrew Kallok, Thomas and MaryAnn Kasofsky, Julia Kostiuk, Catherine Marinos, Maria 
Mudrick, Aloisia Mural, Helen Pergzola, Walter Popatak, Catherine Popiel, Joseph & Ruth 
Postol, Maria Pyptyk, Carol Ann Sulick, Anna Szmul, Helen Sywyj, Frances Trageser, Marie Tu-
rek, Olga Walko, Olga Walsko, Wasyl (Bill) Wanat, Mary Witkowsky, Julia Woytowich, Joseph 
& Julia Wuschunowski and Alberta Yanief. 

In the future, we would like to print these names on a regular basis so that everyone 
may have a chance to keep these people and their families in their prayers.  Please submit 
the information to Cathy Sawchak as soon as it becomes available. 

QUARTERLY REMINDER 
It is important, from time to time that the people of our Eparchy be reminded that if 

anyone has been the victim of sexual abuse by the clergy, he or she should come forward 
and make that known to our Bishop, His Grace John (Bura), to our pastor, Father John (Ivan) 
Chirovsky, or to a member of the special Eparchial Review Board that handles such cases.  
The bishop can be reached at his Chancery by dialing (440-888-1522) or by writing to him at: 
P. O. Box 347180, Parma, OH. 44134-7180. 

REMINDER about Marriage Preparation 
Couples who wish to get married at our parish are required to attend The PRE-CANA 

PROGRAM offered by the Office of Religious Education (ORE) for the Byzantine Catholic 
Archeparchy of Pittsburgh, which contributes towards the usual preparations that occur on 
the parish level.  For the past ten years, the ORE has helped hundreds of couples prepare for 
the Mystery of Marriage by sponsoring lessons that address topics pertinent to their future 
Catholic Christian marital lifestyle.  Session I – February 27, 2010 & Session II – March 20, 
2010, both sessions beginning at 9:30 a.m. and ending at about 6:00 or 7:00 pm.  The 
location for the Pre-Cana Program is the Byzantine Catholic Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, 
210 Greentree Road, Munhall, PA 15120.  You may also call the Office of Religious Education 
at 412-322-8773 for more information.  To print a Pre-Cana Program Registration Form, 
please go to http://www.archeparchy.org/pdfs/preCanaRegForm2009.pdf 

UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY RADIO PROGRAM 
Serving the Ukrainian Community in the tri-state area since July 15, 1950, under the di-

rection of Michael Komichak.  One may listen to this program on Sundays 1:00-2:00 pm 
on WPIT 730 AM.  For those who have a computer and an Internet connection, you may 
now listen to the Ukrainian Radio Program at home at your own convenience.  Go to: 
http://www.wpitam.com/.  The program is presented in Ukrainian and English and features 
music, news, commentaries, social announcements, anniversaries, commercials and 
obituaries.  Its primary objective is to maintain the Ukrainian identity of its listeners through 
music, language and traditions.  You can write to the radio program at P.O. Box 52, 
Pittsburgh, PA., 15230, or call: 412-937-1500.  Or you can send an E-mail to: 
URPBox52@aol.com. 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAM “Christ Among Us” 
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During his pastoral visits to the shut-ins, Very Rev. Msgr. Mitrat Michael Poloway, pas-

tor of St. John Ukrainian Catholic Church on the Southside of Pittsburgh, was always over-
whelmed by the response from his parishioners who could not attend Divine Services at the 
parish church due to their illness.  There were always many faithful parishioners who were 
residents of nursing homes and assisted living facilities.  In order to respond to their spiritual 
needs Msgr. Michael Poloway founded the Radio Program “Christ Among Us”, which would be 
a Sunday radio broadcast for the elderly, homebound and shut-ins of the tri-state area.  The 
response was overwhelming.  Now the shut-ins were able to tune in to listen to the Divine 
Word of Our Lord Jesus Christ and to sing our beautiful liturgical hymns.  A great help in or-
ganizing this program was Mr. Michael Komichak, Director of the Ukrainian Radio Program, 
who with his professional experience was able to assist Msgr. Michael Poloway in getting the 
program on air.  On Sunday, October 7, 1973, “Christ Among Us” began its mission to the 
faithful on WPIT AM 730.  For 31 years until his retirement in the year 2004, Msgr. Michael 
Poloway faithfully hosted this program which brought so much joy into the lives of God’s 
people.  The faithful of various ecclesiastical jurisdictions in the tri-state area continue to tune 
in each Sunday at 2:00 p.m. on radio station WPIT, AM 730, to listen to this program.  
For those who have a computer and an Internet connection, you may now listen to “Christ 
Among Us” at home at your own convenience.  Go to: http://www.wpitam.com/.  The pro-
gram is presented in Ukrainian and English and features liturgical hymns, Gospel reading, 
homilies and announcements of church events.  Today the program is brought to our listen-
ers by the Central Deanery (protopresbyterate) of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
St. Josaphat and the moderator is Fr. Valerian M. Michlik.  You can write to the radio program 
at “Christ Among Us”, St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, 3455 California Avenue, Pitts-
burgh, PA., 15212, 412-766-8801, or send an E-mail to Saintgeorgepghs@aol.com. 

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAM 
One may listen to this program on Relevant Radio WZUM 1590 AM on Fridays at 

10:30 am and on Sundays at 12:00 pm (noon).  For those who have a computer and 
Internet connection, you may now listen to the Byzantine Catholic Radio Program “Light of 
the East” at home at your own convenience.  Go to: 
http://www.byzantinecatholic.com/radio.htm. 

Leave something of yourself or your loved ones in 
THE PATRIARCHAL CATHEDRAL 

OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST IN KYIV 
Bricks, inscribed with the name of the donor, will be set in the fabric of the building.  Each 

brick is numbered, and its location will be listed as a link 
on the website of the patriarchal cathedral: www.kyivsobor.ugcc.org.ua. 

The portion of the certificate that accompanies each brick to Kyiv 
will be handed over to the clergy of the cathedral and prayers will be offered specifically, for 
the donor. Depending on the location of the brick, they are available for donations of $ 50, 

$ 100, $ 250, $ 1,000, $ 2,500 and $ 5,000. 
The first three denominations will be available at the monthly molebens. 
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ST. MICHAEL’S HALL FUND 

Genesis: Following the birth to eternal life of Fr. Deacon Michael Levy it was suggested to Father Ivan Chirovsky that 
we give our hall a proper name: “St Michael the Archangel’s Hall”, instead of just referring to it as “the upper church hall.”  
One might very well add that the two longest serving pastors of our parish were also named “Michael”: +Fr. Michael 
Kindey (1931-1955) and Fr. Michael Poloway (1966-2004).  By naming it “St. Michael’s Hall” we would, of course, be 
honoring all of them.  Purpose: to make it possible for us to show DVD movies, from Ukraine, in Ukrainian, as well as to 
facilitate & enrich other social, youth & catechetical gatherings with English language materials, simultaneously 
accommodating the needs of larger groups of people.  The ability to rent the hall to raise funds also becomes plausible.  
Estimate: $ 6,099.87 for equipment and installation, according to BestBuy given in March of 2008. 

   
Date Donor Donation 
2008-04-27 Hodowanec, Oleh and Motria $ 100.00 
2008-05-18 Scherba, Natalia $ 25.00 
2008-05-18 Germansky, Andrew $ 25.00 
2008-06-15 Kasofsky, Thomas and MaryAnn $ 100.00 
2008-06-29 Horback, John $ 20.00 
2008-09-07 Lesyk, Kathy $ 100.00 
2008-09-28 Sawczak, Steve and Bonnie and Family $ 1,000.00 
2009-11-01 Anonymous $ 249.00 
2009-05-03 Anonymous $ 100.00 
2009-08-23 Chomko, John and Linda $ 100.00 
TOTAL  $ 1,819.00 

NOTE: FUNDS DONATED TO ST. MICHAEL’S HALL FUND WILL NOT BE USED FOR 
expenses having to do with any other Fund. 

ROOF & POINTING REPAIR FUND 
Parishioners are advised that holes and leaks in the roof of our church and other buildings are repaired periodically, as 
needed.  In late summer of 2008, we had to repair the roof of the building located at 95 South 7th Street, at a 
cost of $ 23,514.00.  We are continuing to collect funds for a new church roof; we have received two bids: cheapest 
new church roof would be circa $ 250,000, guaranteed not to leak for about five years and the most expensive church 
roof, circa $ 650,000, would have a fifty to one hundred year guarantee.  If any parishioners would like for some-
one they know and trust to make a bid for a new church roof, they are always welcome to speak with Fa-
ther to arrange for this.  In any case, we are still far away from making any final decisions about a new church roof.  
Since its inception in 1993, by Monsignor Michael Poloway, the funds invested into a Money Managed Account seem to 
have totaled about $ 331,072.00.  Currently the expert advice is that this is no time to sell stocks at all.  In December of 
2007 the FACE VALUE of those stocks was about $ 647,000; in February 2009 - $ 391,000; in August 2009 - $ 476,000.  
Fr. Canon Dr. John A. Ropke, of blessed memory, advised our parish that the only smart thing to do is to sit on those 
stocks until the market turns in the future.  Only the dividends can be used as cash, if necessary.  Monsignor also placed 
lesser sums of money into savings accounts.  These would be used for purchasing a new church roof only if there was 
danger of imminent collapsing.  Otherwise, we are saving these funds in order to safeguard our parish’s ability to use sav-
ings dividends to pay salaries & other major repair bills in the future. 

NOTE: FUNDS DONATED TO THE ROOF FUND WILL NOT BE USED FOR expenses 
having to do with any other Fund. 
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THE SUMMARY OF SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 
For SEPTEMBER 26th & 27th, 2009 

 
NON-ENVELOPE WEEKLY SUNDAY OFFERINGS 16.00 
ENVELOPE WEEKLY SUNDAY OFFERINGS 683.00 
MONTHLY FUND FOR REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE   (1st Sunday) 42.00 
MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP DUES                            (2nd Sunday) 50.00 
MONTHLY UTILITIES & INSURANCE                     (3rd Sunday) 42.00 
MONTHLY DIOCESAN COLLECTION                      (4th Sunday) 275.00 
WEEKLY CANDLES 54.75 
8/06/09 – FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 2.00 
9/14/09 – FEAST OF EXALTATION OF THE CROSS 13.00 
10/1/09 – FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD 135.00 
TOTAL $ 1,312.75 
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STATEMENT FOR RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY 

Cardinal Justin F. Rigali 
Chairman, USCCB Committee on Pro-life Activities 

September 29, 2009 
Respect Life Sunday, this year celebrated on October 4th is a day set aside for 

Catholics in the United States to reflect with gratitude on God's priceless gift of human life. It 
is also an occasion to examine how well we, as a nation and individually, are living up to our 
obligation to protect the rights of those who, due to age, dependency, poverty or other 
circumstances, are at risk of their very lives. 

In the current debate over health care reform, it has become evident that a number of 
Americans believe that the lives and health of only some people are worth safeguarding, 
while other classes of people are viewed as not deserving the same protection. Such an 
attitude is deplorable, all the more so in the context of health care. Sanctioning discrimination 
in the quality of care given to different groups of people has no place in medicine, and directly 
contravenes the ethical norms under which Catholic hospitals and health care providers 
operate. 

Unborn children remain the persons whose lives are most at risk in America: Over one 
million children each year die in abortion facilities. The Roe v. Wade decision in 1973 
rendered states powerless to halt this killing. Thankfully Congress and most states acted to 
prevent public funding of abortions (with narrowly defined exceptions). Yet despite the 
opposition of 67% of Americans to taxpayer-funded abortion, all current health care proposals 
being considered by Congress would allow or mandate abortion funding, either through 
premiums paid into government programs or out of federal revenues. 

It bears repeating: Abortion - the direct, intentional killing of an unborn girl or boy - is 
not health care. Abortion robs an innocent child of his or her life, and robs mothers of their 
peace and happiness. For 25 years, the Project Rachel post-abortion ministry of the Catholic 
Church has helped women move beyond their grief and remorse after abortion, helping them 
find peace by accepting God’s forgiveness and by forgiving themselves and others involved in 
the abortion decision. Abortion funding can only increase the number of dead and grieving. 

Unborn children are not the only human beings disfavored under current proposals. 
Many people insist that undocumented persons living and working in the United States should 
not be allowed in any new system to purchase health-care coverage, and that poor legal 
immigrants be denied coverage for the first five years they are in the United States. Do 
immigrants forfeit their humanity at the border? How can a just society deny basic health care 
to those living and working among us who need medical attention? It cannot and must not. 

While most Americans agree that those who cannot afford health insurance should 
have access to health care, some commentators have gone so far as to suggest offsetting the 
cost of expanded coverage by curtailing the level of care now given to elderly Americans. 
Other pundits have suggested that treatment decisions should be based not on the needs of 
the elderly patient, but on the patient's allegedly low “quality of life” or the cost-effectiveness 
of treatment calculated over the patient's projected lifespan. Such calculations can ignore the 
inherent dignity of the person needing care, and undermine the therapeutic relationship 
between health professionals and their patients. 

It should not be surprising that the neglect, and even the death, of some people are 
offered as a solution to rising health care costs. Population control advocates have long 
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espoused aborting children in the developing world as a misguided means for reducing 
poverty. 

Some environmentalists now claim that the most efficient way to curb global climate 
change is to make “family planning” more widely available in the developing world. They 
report that an average of 2.3 pounds per day of exhaled carbon dioxide can be eliminated 
from the atmosphere by eliminating one human being. As used by population control 
advocates, the innocuous term "family planning" includes abortifacient contraceptives, 
sterilization, and manual vacuum aspiration abortions. 

Oregon, where health care for low-income patients is rationed by the state, has denied 
several patients the costly prescription drugs needed to prolong their lives, while reminding 
them that the assisted suicide option is conveniently offered under Oregon’s health plan. 

Many scientists justify the manipulation and killing of embryonic human beings in stem 
cell research, based on unsubstantiated hopes of finding new cures. Yet the facts increasingly 
show this approach to pose risks to patients, and to women who may be exploited to provide 
eggs for the research. 

Death is not a solution to life's problems. Only those who are blind to the transcendent 
reality and meaning of human life could support killing human beings to mitigate economic, 
social or environmental problems. 

The antidote to such myopia is to recover an appreciation for the sanctity and dignity of 
each unique human being. One could begin by spending a day with a young child. The 
average child is a wellspring of joy and giggles, capable of daring leaps of imagination, 
probing curiosity, and even reasoned (though sometimes self-centered) appeals for justice. 
Children delight in God’s creation and love their family unconditionally. God gave every 
human being these marvelous aptitudes, and children can help us recover and appreciate 
them anew. 

Since the advent of widespread contraception and abortion, a cultural hostility to 
children has grown. They are often depicted as costly encumbrances who interfere with a 
carefree adult life. No fewer than six recent books are dedicated to defending the childless-
by-choice lifestyle – for selfish reasons, or to counter “overpopulation,” a thoroughly 
discredited myth. In fact, if married couples were to have more children, Medicare and Social 
Security would not be hurtling toward bankruptcy. Since 1955, because of fewer children and 
longer life spans, the number of workers has declined relative to the number of beneficiaries, 
from 8.6 to only 3.1 workers paying benefits to support each beneficiary. Without substantially 
more young people to enter the work force as young adults, in 25 years, there will be only 2.1 
workers supporting each beneficiary. Eliminating our young does not solve problems even on 
pragmatic grounds. It adds to them. 

Children, and those who are dependent on us due to disability or age, offer us the 
opportunity to grow in patience, kindness, and love. They teach us that life is a shared gift, not 
an encumbrance. At the end of life, we will be judged on love alone. Meanwhile, in the midst 
of so many challenges to life, we look to "Christ Jesus our hope" (1 Timothy 1:1), who offers 
to all the world a share in his victory over death. 
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У місяці жовтні Римо-Католицька Церква в ЗСА заступається в молитвах за Збереження 

Життя.  Отже в нас Греко-Католиків декуди прийнявся звичай додавати слідуюче: 5 

Тропар (глас 3): Душі новомучеників до тебе, зносяться щоденно, Господи, * взиваючи: 
« Владико Вседержителю, істинний й святий! * Як довго зливатиме кров дітей твоїх 
обличчя землі ? » * Христе, Боже, прости гріх наш і затемнені просвіти розуми та й серця. * 
Бо, спасіння нашого ради поклавши своє життя, * воістину невинною показався ти Жер-
твою, ** і Чоловіколюбцем. 

Богородичний Тропар (глас 1): Скорбная Мати, пресвята Богородице! * 3 неба 
пречисті твої сльози скапують до землі. * Ними жертви демонської різанини, * наче скорб-
ними жемчухами, окрапуєш;  їх ти огортаєш материнським своїм серцем й ведеш до 
Господа. * Вони на небі тішаться, а на землі — ридання, * поки Рахилинних дітей жне 
новий Ірод. * Щоб зупинилось кровопролиття і даровано нам зцілення ** моли Сина твого. 

In the month of October the Roman Catholic Church in the USA intercedes in her prayers for the 
unborn beginning with Respect Life Sunday.  Thus, in some of our Eastern Catholic Churches 

there is a custom of doing the same: 6 

Тroparion (tone 3): The souls of new martyrs rise up daily to You, O Lord, * crying out: 
« O true, holy Master and Ruler of All! * How long will the blood of little children drench the face 
of the earth? » * O Christ, our God, forgive us our sin even as You enlighten our darkened un-
derstanding and hearts. * For, You were revealed as a truly innocent Victim, ** when for our 
sake and for our salvation You laid down Your life, O Lover of Mankind. 

Theotokion (tone 1): O sorrowful Mother and Most-Holy Theotokos! * Your most-pure 
tears fall to earth from heaven. * Your tears, as if sorrowful gemstones, adorn the victims of de-
monic slaughter; you surround them with your motherly heart and lead them to the Lord. * In 
heaven they rejoice, while on earth there persists only lamentations, * as long as the new Herod 
cuts down the new children of Rachel. * That the bloodshed may end and we be granted heal-
ing ** intercede with Your Son. 

Прошення на Єктеніях 

Ще молимось про милість, життя, мир, здоровля, спасіння і посіщення рабів Божих, які 
боряться по всьому світі проти лукавства, що ним є припинення життя ненароджених дітей, 
зокрема на Україні, і за прощення і відпущення гріхів їх. 

Ще молимось і просимо тебе Господи, зглянься на молитву нашу, і помилуй рабів твоїх, 

                                                        
5 Ці молитви уложені отцем архимандритом Боніфатієм, ігуменом Українського Греко-Като-
лицького Монастиря Святого Преображення, Prayer for a Woman after an Abortion (Adapted 
from the Byzantine Rite), Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Catholic Monastery, 17001 Tomki Road, 
Redwood Valley, California, 95470.  Переклад на українську мову о. Івана Чировського. 
6 These propers were composed by Fr. Boniface (Luykx), of blessed memory, Archimandrite and 
Abbot of the Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Catholic Monastery and printed in Prayer for a Wo-
man after an Abortion (Adapted from the Byzantine Rite), Holy Transfiguration Ukrainian Catholic 
Monastery, 17001 Tomki Road, Redwood Valley, California, 95470. 
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які боряться за збереження життя невинних дітей. Милістю й щедротами твоїми сповни їх 
прошення і прости їх прогрішення, вольні і невольні. Прийми цю жертву хваління на 
небесному твоєму жертовнику; охорони їх перед всяким видимим і невидимим ворогом; із-
бави їх від всякого скорбу, біди і нужди; даруй їм здоровля з довголіттям, молимось тобі, 
Господи, вислухай нас грішних і помилуй. 

Ще молимось за дітей Божих призначених на смерть несправедливим людським осудом: 
щоб Господь Бог наш зм'якшив серця тих, що шукають жорстокої їхної погибелі, та щоб 
визволив тих, що їх ведуть мов овечку на заріз, усильно молимось тобі, Господи, вислухай 
нас грішних і помилуй. 

Ще молимось за всіх, що ради оборони ненароджених дітей, попали в руки безбожних 
урядовців правління України, Америки, та всіх інших держав світу, які страждають суд та 
ув'язнення: щоб Господь Бог наш зглянувся на них із милостивим своїм оком; щоб пособляв 
їм у всьому, зокрема потіхою, силою та збереженням; щоб ізбавив їх скорою своєю дес-
ницею від неволі та переслідування, промовмо всі: Господи, вислухай і помилуй. 

Своєю безмежною силою, Господи, Боже наш, натхни до милосердя й помилування 
серця тих, які держать твоїх рабів в жорстокому полоні; угамуй їх від зла та від вчинення 
лиха твоїм рабам, радше дозволь щоб вони здалися і випустили їх на волю; визволи 
полонених цілими і здоровими, даруючи їм велику твою милість, промовмо всі: скоро 
вислухай нас, Господи, і милостиво помилуй! 

Господи, ганьбливі вороги твої винищують твоїх дітей і збезчестили твої храми, 
ув'язнили вірних рабів твоїх. Тим-то подивись із небес, і споглянь і не покинь нас, що 
уповаємо на тебе. Але, скорою твоєю рукою очисти українські, американські і всі інші 
поселення люду твого християнського, із лукавства тих, що противляться тобі; смиренним 
серцем умоляємо тебе, Боже наш, Сильний і кріпкий у мудрості, і Всемилостивий, вислухай 
нас грішних і помилуй! 

Special petitions for the Insistent Litany 
(Ekteniya of Fervent Supplication) 7 

O God, our heavenly Father, Creator of all human life, we adore You and worship You. You 
create all people in Your image and likeness.  May we, Your people, dedicate ourselves to 
defending the pre-born, the terminally ill, the disabled and all those threatened by the culture of 
death from all seen and unseen evil, we pray you hear us and have mercy. 

O God, our heavenly Father, Author of all life, help us to always respect all human life, 
from conception to natural death.  Let your Most Holy Spirit enlighten the minds and open the 
hearts of those who do not fully respect all human life according to Your will.  Reveal Your loving 
presence to expectant mothers who experience fear, doubt, isolation and confusion.  Lighten 
their burdens.  Grant them guidance, reassurance and peace by Your grace, we pray you hear us 
and have mercy. 

We also pray for those who are despondent because of age or illness; especially for those 
tempted to end their lives; for all who are alone and afraid: for those who sit on death row; for 
single mothers feeling abandoned by all: that our heavenly Father would grant them the patient 
endurance to do His will, hear us and graciously have mercy. 

                                                        
7 Sent by email from Father Michael Hayduk of the Byzantine Catholic Church. 
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PRESS RELEASE 
National Life Chain Sunday 2009 – October 4 

For the Life Chain time and location in each city see www.LifeChain.net 
Contact: Royce Dunn, Director of Life Chain 

Royce@NationalLifeChain.org    or   www.NationalLifeChain.org 
Phone: 530-674-5068      www.LifeChain.net 

 
On Sunday afternoon, October 4, National Life Chain Sunday 2009 will occupy sidewalks in over 1400  
U.S. and Canadian cities, as earnest defenders of human life seek God’s divine help to end the legalized 
killing of preborn fellow citizens. Participation will rely heavily on pastors who deem abortion perilous to 
any nation and who, with humility and boldness, lead their worshippers to a time of solemn prayer, medi-
tation, and public witness.  

During an earlier age of spiritual darkness—the Jewish Holocaust, David Ben-Gurion addressed the silence 
and inaction of Israel’s would be friends: “What have you done to us, you freedom-loving peoples, guardians of 
justice, defenders of the high principles of democracy and of the brotherhood of man? What have you allowed to be 
perpetrated against a defenseless people while you stood aside and let them bleed to death…? Why do you profane 
our pain and wrath with empty expressions of sympathy which ring like a mockery in the ears of millions of the 
damned in the torture houses of Nazi Europe?”  

Today, 65 years later in America, Canada, and the other Western nations graced by Christendom, the blood of 
preborn fellow citizens pleads unceasingly to reluctant pulpits and pews: “Why do you pretend to oppose our mu-
tilation yet readily acquiesce to powers local and national that deny us the meager mercies afforded slaughter ani-
mals? Why do you embrace an “issue” instead of our humanity and betray us with trite condolences? For how long 
will you allow the corporate church to squander its integrity and withhold compassion? And for how long will you 
permit bloodguilt to accumulate against you, until denial and détente consume your freedom and comfort?”  

Wrote Albert Einstein: "The world is too dangerous to live in—not because of the people who do evil, but 
because of the people who let it happen." Thus the truth of 2 Chronicles 7:14. With no tyrant to blame, is 
the Abortion Holocaust on our soil too real for us to grasp?  

The solution? Four decades of lay pro-life leadership have seen no serious decline in annual abortions (surgical 
and chemical), and today lay leaders realize their inability to protect from deadly predators the most helpless 
church family members—the preborn sons and daughters. Wrote Afro-American pastor Clenard Childress re-
garding America’s Holocaust and its enduring carnage: “The pew cannot do what the pulpit is suppose to do.” 
In each city and town, the battle to end legalized abortion rests foremost with pastors who will equip themselves 
for spiritual warfare, plan wisely, mobilize their flocks, and stand boldly against the forces destroying our youth 
and culture.  

While only a first step into pro-life activism, Life Chain is a serious step that tests our concern. It follows a 
strict Code of Conduct, is peaceful, and urges all family members, young and old, to attend. Pastors may add 
prayer topics to those listed on the back of Life Chain signs, and each pastor who prepares his people for 
prayer and witness is greatly valued. It is fervently hoped that God will anoint National Life Chain Sunday 
2009 and use it mightily for His purpose and glory.  
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for additional locations, contact State Directors Helen Cindrich 412-823-8150 or Mary Catherine Scan-
lon 412-781-6550 

* BEAVER COUNTY - Gazebo on 3rd St, 2:15 to 3:30 p.m.; Paul & Lenore Seifer at Pennsylvanians for Hu-
man Life 724-728-3235  

* CARRICK - 1800 block of Brownsville Rd, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.; Anna Marie Roche  412-882-0767 

* CRANBERRY TWP.  - Rt 19 at Rochester Rd, 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.; Bill Slusser 724-772-7962    

* EAST McKEESPORT / NORTH VERSAILLES - Rt 30 at Rt 148, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.; Helen Cindrich  412-
823-8150 

* ELLWOOD CITY - Fountain Ave at Fifth St, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.; Dori McElwain  724-368-3542   

* FINLEYVILLE - Rt 88 in front of St Francis of Assisi Church, Sun, Oct 11, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.; Father Boyle 
 724-348-7145 

* GIBSONIA  - Rt 8 in front of Richmond Mall, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.; Joann Merhaut  724-443-6186 

* GLENSHAW - Mt Royal Blvd at St Bonaventure; 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.; Sandy McPeak  412-821-1634 

* GREENSBURG - Main St at Otterman St, 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Sue Firment  724-837-1634    

* GREEN TREE - Greentree Rd at Mansfield Ave, 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.; Kathleen Weaver  412-531-9272   

* IRWIN / N HUNTINGDON - Pennsylvania Ave. at the playground in Irwin, 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.; Rich & 
Maggie Molcany  724-864-7888 

* KENNEDY TOWNSHIP - Forest Grove Rd at Diebold St, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.; Sister Jolenta SJS  412-771-
5483   

* LATROBE - Rt 30 at Rt 981, Sun, Oct 11, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.; Rev Keith Tucci  724-424-7262 

* LIGONIER - Rt 711 at Main St Diamond Area, 2:30 to 4:00 p.m.; Becky Lieb  724-238-6583 

* LOWER BURRELL - Leechburg Rd at Wildlife Lodge Rd, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.; Jerry & Jennie Lou Mazur 
724-339-2976 or Trudy Polsinelli  724-339-1384   

* MURRYSVILLE - Old Wm Penn Hwy at Sardis Rd, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.; Raissa Federline  724-733-5908   

* PERRYSVILLE / WEST VIEW - Near St Teresa Church, 1003 Perry Hwy, Grand Hall parking lot, 2:00 to 
3:00 p.m.; Marianne Monteverde  412-364-7065   

* PITTSBURGH / BEECHVIEW - 1901 Broadway, 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.; Mary Ann Mulkerin  412-571-2517     

* PITTSBURGH / BRIGHTON HEIGHTS - California Ave at Antrim St, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.; Mary Ann Ker-
nan  412-766-4131     

* PITTSBURGH / ETNA - Butler St (Rt 8) from Kitanning St to Grant St, signs at Butler and Grant, 2:00 to 
3:00 p.m.; Mary Catherine Scanlon  412-781-6550 

* PITTSBURGH / OAKLAND - Fifth Ave at Craig St at St. Paul's Cathedral, 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.; Mary Rob-
son  412-683-2696 

* PITTSBURGH / WHITEHALL - Brentwood Town Square on Brownsville Rd, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.; Kathy 
Koltas  412-884-2268 

* UNIONTOWN - Rt 40 (5 Corners) at Mt Vernon Ave, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.; Chuck Kosco  724-437-3943 

* WEXFORD - Rt 910 near Rt 79 and King's Restaurant, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.; Marie Pfau  724-940-9045 

* ZELIENOPLE - Grandview at Main St, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.;  Stevie & Jo Ann Mick  724-452-5887 
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109 S. 7th STREET, 
PITTSBURGH,PA.  15203-1028 

 
PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky, Pastor 
Cathy Sawchak, parish secretary 
 
PASTOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky, Pastor 
Irene Borodycia                           Michael Haritan 
And the head of each Parish organization/ministry 

Improvements and Redevelopment 
Sub-Council the PAC 

Geoffrey Giancola                Yaroslaw Hodowanec 
Raymond Komichak             Stephen Sawczak 

Parish Financial Board 
Fr. John Chirovsky, Cathy Sawchak 
 
WEB-SITE: www.stjohnspittsburgh.com 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: stjohnucc@comcast.net 
 
PARISH TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Church Office                   412-431-2531 

Press NINE, to leave a message for the office 
Press ONE, in an emergency requiring a priest, 

if you have a rotary phone, stay on the line 
Church Office Fax (call ahead)         412-431-2531 
Lower Hall & PYROHI SALES         412-481-5022 
Diocesan Pastoral Ministry Office      412-481-9778 
 
DIVINE LITURGIES 
Mondays (Outside of Lent):    usually 7:00 PM 
Other Weekdays, except Saturdays 
             (Outside of Lent):    usually 7:15 AM 
Saturdays (Anticipated):                   5:00 PM 
Sundays (Pentecost to Labor Day):    9:30 AM 
Sundays (Otherwise):                     10:00 AM 
Holy Day of Obligation: 
  Evening before         7:00 PM 
  Morning of               9:30 AM 
 
HOLY MYSTERY OF CONFESSION 
Saturdays: 4:00 PM and by request 
Lenten Weekdays: before or after services 
 
HOLY MYSTERY OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Saturdays: after Divine Liturgy and by request 
 
MINISTRY TO SICK AND SHUT-INS 
Sr. Olga Faryna, OSBM                         (724) 266-5578 
 
SPIR. DIR. OF CHURCH STUDY GROUP 
& JESUS FILES:                    Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky 
 
CANTOR/CHOIR DIRECTOR          Stephen H. Zinski 
 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY                                                                                 Diane Vargo 
 
CHURCH AUXILIARY & BEAUTY OF HOUSE OF OUR LORD            Margie Klimko 
 
CATECHISTS (2008-2009), Sundays – 9:00 am 
Irene Borodycia                  Maria Chirovsky                 Motria Hodowanec 
 
LECTORS 
Irene Borodycia        Robert Casey             Stephanie Casey 
David Drapala        Kathleen Drapala          Joanne Giancola 
Joan Hess            Mary Ann Kasofsky         Stephanie Vargo 
 
BAPTISMS  -  Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) of Initiation are normally 
administered on the Sunday nearest to the 40th day after the birth of the child.  
Please notify the parish rectory as soon as you are aware that you are ex-
pecting a child. Sister Ann from the Diocesan Pastoral Ministry Office will con-
duct special baptismal preparation sessions. These two sessions are for all 
expectant parents, the Godparents and grand-parents. Parents must be 
registered and active members of the parish. The two sessions will help you 
prepare FOR BIRTH and baptism of your child.  It is normal that a saint’s 
name be chosen for the child.  ELIGIBILITY FOR GODPARENT  -  One 
sponsor must be a practicing Catholic, attend Liturgy regularly, receive the Sacra-
ments and fulfill all obligations and financial support to their parish, attested to by 
their pastor. 
 
MARRIAGES  -  Arrangements for the Holy Mystery of Crowning are to be made 
at least 9 to 6 months in advance of the date of marriage by contacting the 
parish rectory.  Restating the obvious, clearly and loudly: under normal condi-
tions, future Couples are expected to be active members of our parish for at least 
one year before the date of the marriage because the responsibility for marriage 
preparation takes place at the parish level.  It is also required that you attend the 
PRE-CANA PROGRAM offered by the Office of Religious Education (ORE) for 
the Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy of Pittsburgh which contributes towards the 
usual preparations that occur on the parish level.  For the past ten years, the ORE 
has helped hundreds of couples prepare for the Mystery of Marriage by sponsor-
ing lessons that address topics pertinent to their future Catholic Christian marital 
lifestyle.  Session I – February 27, 2010 & Session II 
– March 20, 2010, both sessions beginning at 9:30 a.m. and ending at 
about 6:00 or 7:00 pm.  The location for the Pre-Cana Program is the Byzantine 
Catholic Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, 210 Greentree Road, Munhall, PA 
15120.  To print a Pre-Cana Program Registration Form, Please go to 
http://www.archeparchy.org/pdfs/preCanaRegForm2009.pdf.  You may also call 
the Office of Religious Education at 412-322-8773 for more information.  Topics 
covered are: Eastern Spirituality & Traditions, Marriage Roles Today, Natural 
Family Planning, Worship in the Byzantine Church, Finances and The Theology of 
Crowning, Communication, etc.  They average 10-15 couples and there is usually 
a different speaker for each topic.  Registration for both lessons $175.00 paid by 
the couple.  Our Parish is billed another $175.00 afterwards.  Marriages at St 
John’s Parish will be celebrated only after all the normal spiritual requirements 
have been met to the Church’s satisfaction.  So, do not order church halls or send 
out your invitations until you are absolutely sure that you took care of the 
spiritual preparations!!!  In fact, if the couple continues to choose to ignore them 
after being warned about this, then Father Pastor reserves the right to cancel the 
service even as late as 24 hours before the wedding. 
 
CREMATION - Burial is the preferred and traditional Christian funeral practice.  
Although highly discouraged, cremation is permitted for economic reasons, esp. if 
it is NOT done for anti-Christian reasons.  The cremation should occur after the 
funeral services are held in Church, since the presence of ashes in church is 
strongly discouraged.  The ashes are to be buried, with the pastor, or a delegated 
priest or deacon, performing the usual rite of interment. 


