
4th  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; FEAST OF ALL SAINTS of RUS’-UKRAINE 
       Bright vestments.  Tone 3.  Matins Gospel #4: Luke 24:1-12. 

Since 1983, on this Sunday we remember All the Saints ever glorified in the 
lands of Rus’-Ukraine: everyone is invited to show their honor & affection for these 
saints by wearing embroidered Ukrainian shirts & blouses.   

Also on July 10:  For Our Most-Holy and Most-Pure, Most-Blessed and Glorious Lady, the 
Mother of God and ever-Virgin, Mary, whose miraculous icon in the Konev Monastery is venerated 
on this day; … for our holy and Venerable Father Antony of the Monastery of the Caves in Kyiv 
(1073) (Bright (green) vestments); and the holy Forty-Five Martyrs of Nicopolis in Armenia (321-
323): Maurilius, Daniel, Antony and those with them; and the Holy Brothers Francis, Mutius and 
Raphael and Those with Them, Martyred in Damascus (1860), whose memory we celebrate. 

NOTE FOR THE CURIOUS: It is customary to wear dark (red) vestments on days of fasting 
(penance), such as Wednesdays and Fridays, but from July 1 until July 31, we have no particular 
liturgical or festal season; thus the Byzantine Typikon-Ustav-Ordo prescribes that for days without 
any particular designation, the simple general usage of “bright” prevails, meaning a pale color, or a 
mixture of light colors, being neither particularly bright nor particularly dark.  The most common 
general color is a non-metallic gold.  This especially holds true in those places where only three 
sets of vestments are available: gold, white and dark red.  However, in traditional usage, which as-
sumes the parish is rich enough to have multiple sets of vestments of varied colors, the preferred 
bright color from July 1 to July 31 was a pale shade of green or white/gold with green.  In Ukraine, 
the people preferred embroidery and linen, which was cheaper than the expensive brocades and 
galloons from France, and thus the vestments in Ukraine used to have even more variation in de-
sign and color than they currently do in the USA. 
 
   5:00 PM – DIVINE LITURGY (all English, recited)           SATURDAY, JULY 9 
  +Anastasia Bliszcz (Mary & Tony Burlando)                       Fr. Ivan Chirovsky 
 
  7:45 AM - MATINAL LITURGY (English; plainchant)          SUNDAY, JULY 10 
 
  9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY (Ukrainian and Old Church Slavonic; choir) 
   +Kataryna Zaliszczuk (Melanie Hutskow)                      Fr. Ivan Chirovsky 
 
  11:30 AM – DIVINE LITURGY (English; plainchant) 
      God’s Blessing on Parishioners                                           Fr. Ivan Chirovsky 

 

5th  MONDAY                                                                                                      JULY 11 
For Our Most-Holy and Most-Pure, Most-Blessed and Glorious Lady, the Mother of God and ever-
Virgin, Mary, whose miraculous icon of Hoshiv we venerate on this day (Attestation of Miracles 
by Metropolitan Athanasius Sheptytsky, 1737); … for the holy and Blessed Olha (Olga), Prin-
cess of Kyiv, named “Helen-Halyna-Olena” at Holy Baptism (c. 970) whose repose we 
commemorate; and the Holy and Praise-worthy Martyr Euphemia (303) whose memory we 
celebrate.  
   9:00 AM +Peter Krupnyk  (Olinyk Family)            Fr. Yaroslav 

5th  TUESDAY                                                                                                    JULY 12 
For our Holy Martyrs Proclus and his nephew Ilarion (Hilary) (98-117); Our Venerable Fa-
ther Michael of Maleon (961); the holy martyr Mary of Holland; the holy martyrs Theodore 
and John the younger, buried in the Kyiv Caves (978 or 983); and for the holy “Veronica 
(Berenike, Bernice)”, whose memory we celebrate.  (BERENIKE IS A MACEDONIAN WOMAN’S 
NAME, WHICH MEANS “BEARER OF VICTORY.” IN GREEK IT IS Βερενίκη AND IN LATIN IT WAS VERANIKA.  
IN THE 350’S, HOLY TRADITION IN THE EAST ASCRIBED THIS NAME TO THE WOMAN WITH THE ISSUE OF 
BLOOD, WHO RECEIVED HEALING BY TOUCHING THE HEM OF CHRIST'S ROBE (MATTHEW 9:20; LUKE 8:43).  
IN THE WEST, THE OLDEST KNOWN IMAGE/ICON OF CHRIST WAS CALLED THE “VERA IKONA-TRUE ICON”.  
WHEN “ST. BERENIKE” WAS INTRODUCED IN THE WEST, IN THE 13TH CENTURY, POPULAR FOLK CUSTOM 
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MISTOOK THE LATIN NAME OF THE WESTERN ICON (VERA-IKONA) WITH THE LATIN NAME OF THE EASTERN 

SAINT (VERA-NIKA).  THUS, ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI, UNKNOWINGLY, ATTACHED THIS NAME TO THE WOMAN 
IN THE SIXTH STATION OF THE CROSS.  FROM THIS, BY THE 16TH CENTURY, THERE AROSE THE “FIRM BE-
LIEF” IN THE WEST THAT THE PIOUS WOMAN OF JERUSALEM WAS INDEED THE ST. VERONICA AND THAT IT 
WAS SHE WHO, MOVED WITH PITY AS JESUS CARRIED HIS CROSS TO GOLGOTHA, GAVE HIM HER VEIL THAT 
HE MIGHT WIPE HIS FOREHEAD.  JESUS ACCEPTED THE OFFERING AND AFTER USING IT HANDED IT BACK TO 
HER, THE TRUE ICON OF HIS FACE MIRACULOUSLY IMPRESSED UPON IT.  THUS, THE WEST ALSO EXPLAINED 
THAT THE WOMAN WITH THE ISSUE OF BLOOD THEREFORE MUST HAVE BEEN MARTHA OF BETHANY, THE 
SISTER OF LAZARUS).  
    9:00 AM      +Emilia Levy     (Family)                                                 Fr. Yaroslav 

5th WEDNESDAY (acts of penance are encouraged)                                JULY 13 
For the Holy Archangel Gabriel in whose honor we form a Synaxis-Gathering on this day; 
Our Venerable Father Stephen the Sabbaite, nephew of St. John Damascene (9th c.); and 
for Our Holy Father Julian, appointed hierarch of Kenomane (Le Mans) by the holy chief 
Apostle Peter; believed by some to be the same person as Simon the Leper (Mark 14:3), 
receiving the name Julian in Baptism; Holy Martyr Marcian (258), a native of Lyceian 
Iconium, whose memory we celebrate. 
  9:00 AM   +Maria Wanat     (Myrosha Millie Marino)                         Fr. Yaroslav 

5th THURSDAY                             JULY 14 
For the Holy Apostle Aquila (and Priscilla) of the Seventy (Rom. 16: 3-4); and the holy and 
venerable Onesimus of Ephesus (4th c.), whose memeory we celebrate. 
  9:00 AM   +Anna Husar      (George Family)                                       Fr. Yaroslav 

5th  FRIDAY (acts of penance are obligatory)                                              JULY 15 
For the Holy Grand Prince Vladimir (Volodymyr), Equal to the Apostles, Enlightener of the 
land of Rus’-Ukraine, named “Basil” at Holy Baptism (1015) (Bright (gold) vestments); and 
the Holy Martyrs Cyricus and Julitta, His Mother (c. 350), to whom we pray for family 
happiness, and the restoration of sick children to health, whose memory we celebrate. 

NO DIVINE LITURGY THIS MORNING 

5th  SATURDAY                                                                                                  JULY 16 
For Our Most-Holy and Most-Pure, Most-Blessed and Glorious Lady, the Mother of God and ever-
Virgin, Mary, whose miraculous icon of "One Who Shows the Way", is venerated in Pskov on 
this day; … and for the Holy Priest-Martyr Athenogenes and His Ten Disciples (284-305); 
and the fathers gathered at the Sixth Ecumenical Council (680) whom we commemorate on 
this day; and for the Holy Virgin-Martyr Julia of Carthage (5th or 7th c.), whose memory we 
celebrate. 

NO DIVINE LITURGY THIS MORNING 

5th  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; Sunday between July 13-19: MEMORY OF 
THE FATHERS GATHERED AT THE FIRST SIX ECUMENICAL COUNCILS 
       Bright vestments.  Tone 4.  Matins Gospel # 5: Luke 24:12-35.   

This Sunday’s Feast was originally the commemoration of the fathers of the 
Council of Chalcedon (451), which was observed on either July 11 or July 16, according 
to the ancient manuscripts.   On the present calendar, July 11 is the feast of St. Euphe-
mia, who, by legend, had a posthumous miraculous role in the results of that Council.  
(She is also remembered on September 16.)  Since July 16 was also the commemoration 
of another ecumenical council (Constantinople II, 536/553), this date attracted the 
memory of all the other councils, except that of the Fathers of the Seventh, Nicea II, 
who are commemorated separately on the Sunday between October 11-17 due to their 
singular importance in the Iconoclast controversy.  Thus, today’s Feast of the Fathers 
gathered at the First Six Ecumenical Councils was assigned to the Sunday be-
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tween July 13 & July 19.  The original dates of the commemorations of the other coun-
cil fathers are: Constantinople I, 381 - August 3; Ephesus, 431 - September 9; Constanti-
nople III, 680 - September 15 or 18.  In 2011, the primary commemoration of Nicea I 
was on June 5.  Due to this commemoration, we omit the office for the usual saints of 
July 17:  for the Holy Great Martyr Marina (Margaret) of Antioch of Pisidia (284-
305), whose memory we celebrate; and our venerable father Lazarus (1053), who 
fasted on Mount Galesion, the transfer of whose holy relics we commemorate; and 
the Blessed Venerable Woman-Martyr Tarsykia (Matskiv), of the Sister Servants of 
Mary Immaculate, whose Passing into Eternal Life (1944) we also commemorate 
on this day. 
 
   5:00 PM – DIVINE LITURGY (all English, recited)         SATURDAY, JULY 16 
  God’s Blessing on Parishioners                                            Fr. Bob Hnatyshyn 
 
There will be no MATINAL LITURGY today                            SUNDAY, JULY 17 
  9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY (Ukrainian and Old Church Slavonic; choir) 
   +John Kurhan (40th Day)             Margie Klimko            Fr. Bob Hnatyshyn   
 

A NOTE ABOUT THE MIRACULOUS ICON OF OUR LADY OF HOSHIV 
(JULY 11): 

Hoshiv (Ukrainian: Гошів; Polish: Hoszów) is a village in the Ivano-Frankivsk 
Oblast of Ukraine, located about 2.5 miles south east of Bolekhiv and 7.5 miles 
north west of Dolyna, about 90 minutes drive from Ivan-Frankivsk.  Hoshiv is 
known for its Ukrainian Catholic Monastery of the Order of St. Basil the Great, 
which was established in 1570.  In the 17th century it was plundered and de-
stroyed by Tatars and later rebuilt at its present location on top of a hill called 
“Yasna Hora – Brilliant Mountain.”  The present day monastery buildings and 
church of the Transfiguration of our Lord were built at the beginning of the 19th 
century.  In 1736 the monastery received 
from its founders the wonder-working icon 
of the Mother of God, a copy of the Black 
Madonna of Częstochowa held in the Jasna 
Góra Monastery in Poland.   In 1737, Met-
ropolitan Athanasius Sheptytsky of L’viv of-
ficially attested to the fact that this copy 
was itself also miraculous.  This miraculous 
copy used to hang behind the Holy Table.  
During World War II, when it became ob-
vious that the Communists would take hold 
of western Ukraine, the monks fled, taking 
the icon with them.  The Monastery was 
closed in 1950.  After Ukraine's independ-
ence in 1990, the monastery and sur-
rounding estate were returned to the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and to the 
Basilian Order.  The original miraculous 
icon, however, has yet to be found.  A 
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copy hangs in its place, but also, when Blessed Pope John Paul II, visited Ukraine 

in 2001, he brought a gift to that monastery church: another beautiful copy of the 
same icon.  Both of these now hang in the church - one behind the Holy Table (al-
tar), the other, suspended from the ceiling above the Altar (sanctuary).  Needless 
to say, Hoshiv has returned to its former fame and glory as a major pilgrimage 
site.  A copy of this miraculous icon is also venerated at St. Joseph the Betrothed 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Chicago, Illinois.  Across the way from St Joseph’s 
church there is a grotto (Shrine) set up to Our Lady of Hoshiv with a Holy Table 
(altar) sometimes used for outdoor services (such as blessings of foods for Pas-
cha).  Many people make daily pilgrimages to the shrine leaving gifts and candles 
at its base.  Often people walk up and pray or drive up the parish driveway and 
pray from their cars.  There is also a memorial garden for departed parishioners.  
All icons of this type display a traditional composition well-known in iconography.  
The most-Holy Theotokos is shown as the "Hodegetria-Одигитрія" ("One Who 
Shows the Way" or “Directress”).  In it, the Virgin directs attention away from her-
self, gesturing with her right hand toward Jesus as the source of salvation.  In 
turn, the child extends his right hand toward the viewer in blessing, while holding 
a book of gospels in his left hand.   An opened Gospel book hints that we are to 
accept the Lord’s blessings and healing as a way of making it easier for us to re-
ceive and practice His teachings.  In other words, the time for “working out our 
salvation – Philippians 2:12” is right now and we should not waste the opportunity.  
A closed Gospel book hints that the time given to us for our repentance will one 
day run out, at the moment when our Lord returns to judge us at His second com-
ing, or our own death, whichever comes first.  A NOTE ABOUT THE MIRACLE 
OF SAINT EUPHEMIA THE ALL-PRAISEWORTHY WHO IS ALSO COM-
MEMORATED ON JULY 11.  The holy Great Martyr Euphemia (September 16) 
suffered martyrdom in the city of Chalcedon in the year 303-304, during the time 
of the persecution against Christians by the emperor Diocletian (284-305).  One 
and a half centuries later, at a time when the Christian Church had become victo-
rious within the Roman Empire, God deigned that Euphemia the All-Praised should 
again be a witness and confessor of the purity of the orthodox-catholic teachings 
regarding faith in Christ.  In the year 451 in the city of Chalcedon, in the very 
church where the glorified relics of the holy Great Martyr Euphemia rested, the 
sessions of the Fourth Ecumenical Council (July 16) took place.  The Council was 
convened for determining the precise dogmatic formulae of the Orthodox-Catholic 
Church concerning the nature of the God-Man Jesus Christ.  This was necessary 
because of the widespread heresy of the Monophysites ["mono-physis" meaning 
"one nature"], who opposed the orthodox-catholic teaching of the Diophysites, 
those who taught that there are two natures in Jesus Christ, the Divine and the 
Human natures (in one Divine Person).  The Monophysites falsely affirmed that in 
Christ was only one nature, the Divine [i.e. that Jesus is God but not man, by na-
ture], causing discord and unrest within the Church.  At the Council were present 
630 representatives from all the local Christian Churches.  On the orthodox-
catholic side Anatolius, Patriarch of Constantinople (July 3), Juvenal, Patriarch of 
Jerusalem (July 2), and representatives of St Leo the Great, Pope of Rome (Febru-
ary 18) participated in the conciliar deliberations.  The Monophysites were present 
in large numbers, headed by Dioscorus, the Patriarch of Alexandria, and the Con-
stantinople archimandrite Eutychius.  After prolonged discussions the two sides 
could not come to a decisive agreement.  The holy Patriarch Anatolius of Constan-
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tinople proposed that the Council submit the decision of the Church dispute to the 
Holy Spirit, through His undoubted bearer St Euphemia the All-Praised, whose 
wonderworking relics had been discovered during the Council's discussions. The 
orthodox hierarchs and their opponents wrote down their confessions of faith on 
separate scrolls and sealed them with their seals. They opened the tomb of the 
holy Great Martyr Euphemia and placed both scrolls upon her bosom. Then, in the 
presence of the emperor Marcian (450-457), the participants of the Council sealed 
the tomb, putting on it the imperial seal and setting a guard to watch over it for 
three days.  During these days both sides imposed upon themselves a strict fast 
and made intense prayer.  After three days the patriarch and the emperor in the 
presence of the Council opened the tomb with its relics: the scroll with the Ortho-
dox-Catholic confession was held by St Euphemia in her right hand, and the scroll 
of the heretics lay at her feet. St Euphemia, as though alive, raised her hand and 
gave the scroll to the patriarch. After this miracle many of the hesitant accepted 
the orthodox-catholic confession, while those remaining obstinate in the heresy 
were consigned to the Council's condemnation and excommunication.   
To this day, in many orthodox-catholic churches there is an icon behind the Holy Table 
depicting two exact mirror images of our Lord, in the act of distributing the Holy 
Eucharist to his apostles.  The icon reproduced here is from the Ukrainian Catholic 

Cathedral in 
Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada, (based on 
the same subject in 
St. Michael's Golden-
Topped Monastery 
which is in Kyiv, 
Ukraine).  This 
composition is known 
as a “diophysite” icon, 
indicating the victory 
of the true faith at the 

Fourth Ecumenical Council.  After an invasion by the Persians (modern Iran) during the 
7th century, the relics of St. Euphemia were transferred from Chalcedon to 
Constantinople, into a newly built church dedicated in her name.  Many years later, 
during the period of the Iconoclast heresy, the reliquary with the relics of the saint was 
cast into the sea -- by order of the Iconoclast emperor Leo the Isaurian (716-741).  The 
reliquary was rescued from the sea by the ship-owning brothers Sergios and Sergonos, 
who gave it over to the local bishop.  The holy bishop ordered that the relics be 
preserved in secret, beneath a crypt, since the Iconoclast heresy was continuing to rage.  
A small church was built over the relics, and over the reliquary was put a board with an 
inscription stating whose relics rested therein.  When the Iconoclast heresy was finally 
condemned at the holy Seventh Ecumenical Council (in the year 787), -- during the time 
of Saint Tarasios, Patriarch of Constantinople (784-806) and the emperor Constantine VI 
(780-797) and his mother Saint Irene (797-802), -- the relics of the holy Great-Martyr 
Euphemia were once again solemnly transferred to Constantinople. 

ЧИТАННЯ ІЗ СВЯТОГО ПИСЬМА: 
ЧЕТВЕРТА НЕДІЛЯ після ЗІСЛАННЯ СВЯТОГО ДУХА, та, 

НЕДІЛЯ ВСІХ СВЯТИХ ПРОСЛАВЛЕНИХ НА ЗЕМЛЯХ РУСІ-УКРАЇНИ: 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE  

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and 
THE COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE SAINTS OF RUS’-UKRAINE 

(1) На Вечірній Літургії на Празник ВСІХ СВЯТИХ ПРОСЛАВЛЕНИХ НА 
ЗЕМЛЯХ РУСІ-УКРАЇНИ: Старий Завіт: КНИГИ ПРЕМУДРОСТИ, ІСУСА, СИНА 
СИРАХА ЧИТАННЯ:  Житиме дух отих, що Господа страхаються: надія бо їхня в 
тому, хто врятувати їх може.  Хто Господа страхається, перед іншим страху не має: 
нічого не боїться, бо Він — його надія.  Щаслива того душа, хто Господа страхається, 
— бо на кого б він сперся, і хто б його підтримав?  Господні очі на тих, які його 
люблять: могутній Він їм захист і потужна підтримка; від пустельного вітру сховок, від 
полуденної спеки охорона; пересторога від спотикання й допомога від падіння: Він, 
що душу вгору підносить й очі освітлює, що дає здоров'я, життя й благословення 
(LXX, 34:13-17). 

(1) At the Vesperal Liturgy: For THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS OF RUS’-UKRAINE: 
Old Testament: A READING FROM THE WISDOM OF JESUS, SON OF SIRACH:  The 
spirit of those that fear the Lord will live; for their hope is in Him who saves them.  He who 
fears the Lord will fear nothing; and he will not be cowardly for the Lord is his hope.  
Blessed is the soul of a man who fears the Lord: to whom does he look?  And who is his 
support?  The eyes of the Lord are upon those who love Him.  He is a powerful protection 
and a strong support, a shelter from the burning heat, a shelter from the noonday sun, a 
guard from stumbling, and help from a fall.  He raises up the soul, and gives light to the 
eyes: he gives healing, life, and blessing (LXX, 34:13-17). 

(2) На Вечірній Літургії на Празник ВСІХ СВЯТИХ ПРОСЛАВЛЕНИХ НА 
ЗЕМЛЯХ РУСІ-УКРАЇНИ: Старий Завіт: КНИГИ МУДРОСТИ ЦАРЯ СОЛОМОНА 
ЧИТАННЯ:  Душі праведних у руці Божій, і мука не спіткає їх.  Очам безумних 
видалось, що вони вмерли, і їхнє переставлення вважано за нещастя, а відхід їх від 
нас — за згубу, вони однак — у мирі.  Бо хоч, в очах людських, їх спіткала кара, надія 
їх повна безсмертям; вони, потерпівши трохи, великих благодійств зазнають, бо Бог їх 
досвідчив і знайшов їх достойними себе.  Він випробував їх, як золото в горнилі, і 
прийняв їх, як жертву всепалення.  В час їхніх відвідин вони засяють і, немов іскри по 
стерні, розбіжаться.  Правитимуть народами й володітимуть племенами, а Господь 
царюватиме над ними повік.  Ті, що звірились на нього, зрозуміють правду, і вірні в 
любові перебуватимуть при ньому, бо благодать й милосердя — для вибранців його 
(LXX, 3:1-9). 

(2) At the Vesperal Liturgy: For THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS OF RUS’-UKRAINE: 
Old Testament: A READING FROM THE WISDOM OF KING SOLOMON:  The souls 
of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torture will ever touch them.  In the eyes 
of the “undiscerning” (unwise) they seemed to have died: and their departure was consid-
ered to be misfortune, and their passing over from us to be their utter destruction: but 
they are in peace.  For though in man’s view they were punished, their hope is full of 
immortality.  Though chastened in a few things, great “kindness” (reward) will be shown 
them: for God tested them, and found them worthy of Himself.  He tested them like gold in 
a furnace, and accepted them as a whole burnt offering.  In the time of their visitation they 
will shine forth, and they will run about like sparks through straw.  They will judge nations, 
and rule over peoples, and the Lord shall reign over them unto the ages.  Those who trust 
in Him will understand truth: and the faithful shall continue with Him in love: because 
grace and mercy are upon His “holy ones” (saints), and he has care for His elect. (LXX, 3: 
1-9). 

(3) На Вечірній Літургії на Празник ВСІХ СВЯТИХ ПРОСЛАВЛЕНИХ НА 
ЗЕМЛЯХ РУСІ-УКРАЇНИ: Старий Завіт: КНИГИ ПРЕМУДРОСТИ, ІСУСА, СИНА 
СИРАХА ЧИТАННЯ:  Страх Господній - то слава й честь, веселощі й вінок раювання.  
Страх Господній звеселює серце й радощі дає, втіху та довголіття.  Хто страхається 
Господа, блаженним стане наостанку, і в день кінця свого - благословенним.  Початок 



 7
мудрости - боятися Господа, і створено її в лоні з вірними разом.  Вона між людьми 
звила гніздо, вічну основу, і до сімей-поколінь його довірлива буде.  Повнота 
мудрости - страхатися Господа: вона упоює їх плодами своїми; цілу їхню хату сповнює 
бажаним, і засіки їхні - плодами своїми.  Вінець мудрости - острах Господній, від нього 
квітне мир і здоров'я благодайне.  І уздрів Господь, і перелічив її, дощем ізлив знання 
і розважливий розум; підвищив славу тих, що посідають її.  Корінь мудрости - 
страхатися Господа, тож віття її - довголіття.  Острах Господній гріхи віддалює; хто в 
ньому перебуває, той гнів (Божий за гріхи) відвертає. (LXX, 1:9-19 або декуди 1:11-21). 

(3) At the Vesperal Liturgy: For THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS OF RUS’-UKRAINE:  
Old Testament: A READING FROM THE WISDOM OF JESUS, SON OF SIRACH:  
The fear of the Lord is glory and boasting and gladness, and a crown of rejoicing.  The fear 
of the Lord will cheer the heart, and will give gladness, joy, and long life.  For those who 
fear the Lord, it shall be well to the utmost, and on the day of his death he will be blessed.  
The beginning of wisdom is to fear the Lord: and “she” (wisdom) was joined with the faith-
ful in the womb.  She constructed an (everlasting) foundation of life among men, and will 
be trusted among their seed.  The “gratification” (fullness) of wisdom is to fear the Lord, 
and she intoxicates them with her fruits.  She will fill every house of theirs with objects of 
desire, and their storehouses with her harvest.  The fear of the Lord is the crown of wis-
dom, making peace and soundness of health to flourish; (both of which are the gifts of 
God: and the fear of the Lord enlarges the rejoicing of those who love Him).  The Lord saw 
and numbered her, and (like rain) poured out the “power” (skill) of “comprehension” 
(knowledge of understanding), and He exalted the glory of those who hold fast to her.  The 
root of wisdom is to fear the Lord, and her branches are “length of days” (life).  The fear of 
the Lord drives away sins: and where it is present, it turns away (the) wrath (of God for 
sins). (in the LXX this is listed as 1:9-19, but in some bibles: 1:11-21; thus when the 
Basilian Molitvoslov and Divine Office, use the latter, one must be careful not to inadver-
tently skip verses 9-10 and add verses 20-21). 

(4) На Утренній Літургії, Новий Завіт, Четверте Утренне Євангеліє: ВІД 
ЛУКИ СВЯТОГО ЄВАНГЕЛІЯ (БЛАГОВІСТУВАННЯ) ЧИТАННЯ:  В той час, 
першого дня по суботі, рано-вранці, прийшли жінки до гробу, несучи пахощі, які вони 
приготували, і застали камінь відкочений від гробу.  Ввійшовши, не знайшли тіла 
Господа Ісуса.  Коли вони не знали, що їм про це думати, два чоловіки з’явились їм у 
блискучих одежах.  Вони налякались і схилили лице додолу, а ті до них сказали: 
« Чому шукаєте живого між мертвими?  Його нема тут: він воскрес.  Згадайте, як він 
промовляв до вас, коли ще був у Галилеї, кажучи: « Син чоловічий має бути виданий 
грішникам у руки, має бути розп’ятий і третього дня воскреснути. » »  І вони 
пригадали собі його слова та, вернувшися від гробу, оповіли все те одинадцятьом і 
всім іншим.  То були: Марія Магдалина, Іванна і Марія, мати Якова й інші з ними, що 
розповідали це апостолам; але їм слова ці здавалися пустою вигадкою і вони не 
повірили їм.  Та Петро встав, побіг до гробу і, нахилившись, побачив лиш пов’язки; і 
вернувсь назад додому, дивуючися тому, що сталося.  (24:1-12). 

(4) At the Matinal Liturgy: New Testament: Fourth Matinal Gospel: A Reading 
from the Holy Gospel according to LUKE:  [At that time,] on the first day of the week, 
at early dawn, they [the women] went to the tomb, taking the spices which they had 
prepared.  And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in 
they did not find the body.  While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood 
by them in dazzling apparel; and as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the 
ground, then He said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?  Remember 
how He told you, while He was still in Galilee, that the Son of man must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and on the third day rise.”  And they 
remembered His Words and returning from the tomb they told all this to the eleven and to 
all the rest.  Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and 
the other women with them who told this to the apostles; but these words seemed to them 
an idle tale, and they did not believe them.  But Peter got up and ran to the tomb, bent 
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down, and saw the burial cloths alone; then he went home amazed at what had 

happened. (24:1-12). 
(5) На Божественній Літургії, Четвертої неділі: Новий Завіт: ДО РИМЛЯН 

ПОСЛАННЯ СВЯТОГО АПОСТОЛА ПАВЛА ЧИТАННЯ:  Браття!  Звільнившись від 
гріха, ви стали “рабами” (слугами) праведности.  Я говорю по-людському, з уваги на 
неміч вашого тіла.  Бо так, як ви колись віддавали ваші члени на служіння нечистоті і 
беззаконню, щоб жити беззаконно, так тепер віддайте ваші члени на служіння пра-
ведності, на освячення.  Коли ви були “рабами” (слугами) гріха, ви не уважали себе 
зобов'язаними до праведности.  Які ж плоди ви тоді мали?  Такі, що ви тепер їх со-
ромитеся, бо їхній кінець — смерть.  Тепер же, звільнившись від гріха і ставши “раба-
ми” (слугами) Бога, маєте ваш плід на освячення і кінець — життя вічне.  Бо заплата 
гріха — смерть, а дар “благодаті” (ласки) Божої — життя вічне в Христі Ісусі, Господі 
нашім. (6:18-23) 

(6) На Божественній Літургії, Неділі всіх Святих України: Новий Завіт: ДО 
РИМЛЯН ПОСЛАННЯ СВЯТОГО АПОСТОЛА ПАВЛА ЧИТАННЯ:  Браття!  Знаємо, 
що тим, які люблять Бога, покликаним за його постановою, усе співдіє на добро.  Бо 
яких він передбачив, тих наперед призначив, щоб були подібні до образу Сина свого, 
щоб він був первородний між: багатьма братами; яких же наперед призначив, тих і 
покликав; і яких покликав, тих виправдав; яких же виправдав, тих і прославив.  Що 
отже скажемо на це?  Коли Бог за нас, хто проти нас?  Він власного Сина не пощадив, 
а видав його за нас усіх; як, отже, разом із ним не дасть нам усього?  Хто буде 
звинувачувати вибраних Божих?  Коли Бог виправдує, хто засудить?  Христос Iсус, 
який умер, щобільше — і воскрес, що по правиці Божій, — він заступається за нас.  
Хто нас відлучить від любови Христа?  Горе, чи страждання, чи переслідування, чи 
голод, чи нагота, чи небезпека, чи меч?  Бо написано: « За тебе нас увесь день 
убивають, уважають нас за овець, призначених на заріз (Псалом 44:23) ».  Але в 
усьому маємо повну перемогу завдяки тому, хто нас полюбив.  Бо я певний, що ні 
смерть, ні життя, ні ангели, ні власті, ні теперішнє, ні майбутнє, ні сили, ні висота, ні 
глибина, ні інше яке сотворіння не зможе нас відлучити від любови Божої, що в Христі 
Ісусі, Господі нашім.  (8:28-39). 

(5) and (6) At the Divine Liturgy: the reading for the Fourth Sunday after 
Pentecost (6:18-23) may be read prior to and combined with the reading for ALL 
SAINTS OF RUS’-UKRAINE (8:28-39), to form one continuous reading, as fol-
lows:  

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF SAINT PAUL, THE APOSTLE,  
  TO THE ROMANS: 

Brethren! Having been set free from sin, you have become bond-servants of righteousness.  I 
am speaking in human terms, because of the infirmity of your flesh.  For just as you once yielded 
your members as bond-servants to uncleanness and to iniquity for iniquity, so now yield your 
members as bond-servants to righteousness for holiness.  For when you were bond-servants of 
sin, you were free from righteousness.  What fruit did you have from the things of which you are 
now ashamed?  For the end of those things is death.  But now, having been set free from sin and 
having become bond-servants of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end is life eternal.  
For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is life eternal in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to His purpose.  For those whom He foreknew He also designated beforehand to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brethren; and 
those whom He designated beforehand He also called; and those whom He called He also 
justified; and those whom He justified He also glorified.  What then shall we say to these things?  
If God is with us, who is against us?  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up on 
behalf of us all, will He not also grant us all things with Him?  Who shall lay anything to the charge 
of God's elect?  It is God who justifies.  Who is he that condemns?  It is Christ who died, more so, 
who was raised again, who is even at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, 
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or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written, "For Your sake we are put to death all the 
daylong; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter." (Psalm 44, 23)  But in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(7) На Божественній Літургії, Неділі всіх Святих України:  Новий Завіт: 
ВІД МАТЕЯ СВЯТОГО ЄВАНГЕЛІЄ (БЛАГОВІСТУВАННЯ) ЧИТАННЯ:  Одного 
разу, побачивши народ, Ісус вийшов на гору.  І коли сів, підійшли до нього учні; і він, 
відкривши уста, почав навчати їх: « Блаженні вбогі духом, бо їх є царство небесне.  
Блаженні плачучі, бо вони утішаться.  Блаженні лагідні, бо вони наслідять землю.  
Блаженні голодні і спрагнені правди, бо вони наситяться.  Блаженні милостиві, бо 
вони помилувані будуть.  Блаженні чисті серцем, бо вони Бога побачать.  Блаженні 
миротворці, бо вони синами Божими назвуться.  Блаженні вигнані за правду, бо їх є 
царство небесне.  Блаженні ви, коли зневажатимуть вас, і виженуть, і говоритимуть 
усяке лихе слово на вас неправдиво, мене ради.  Радуйтеся і веселіться, бо нагорода 
ваша велика на небесах; так бо переслідували пророків, які були перед вами.  Ви — 
сіль землі.  Коли ж сіль звітріє, чим її солоною зробити?  Ні на що не придатна більше, 
хіба — викинути її геть, щоб топтали люди.  Ви — світло світу.  Не може сховатись 
місто, що лежить на верху гори.  І не запалюють світла і не ставлять його під 
посудиною, лише на свічник, і воно світить усім у хаті.  Так нехай світить перед 
людьми ваше світло, щоб вони, бачивши ваші добрі вчинки, прославляли вашого 
Отця, що на небі. »  (5:1-16) 

(8) На Божественній Літургії, Четвертої неділі:  Новий Завіт: ВІД МАТЕЯ 
СВЯТОГО ЄВАНГЕЛІЄ (БЛАГОВІСТУВАННЯ) ЧИТАННЯ:  Пізніше, коли Ісус 
увійшов у Капернаум, приступив до нього сотник, благаючи його: « Господи, раб-
слуга мій лежить дома розслаблений і мучиться тяжко. »  Ісус каже до нього: « Я 
прийду і оздоровлю його. »  Сотник у відповідь мовив: « Господи, я недостойний, щоб 
ти увійшов під мою покрівлю; скажи лише слово, і раб-слуга мій видужає.  Бо і я під-
владний чоловік, маю вояків під собою і кажу цьому: йди — і він іде; і тому: ходи — і 
він приходить; і рабу-слузі моєму: зроби це — і він робить. »  Почувши це Ісус, 
здивувався і сказав тим, що за ним ішли: « Істинно кажу вам: ні в кого в Ізраїлі я не 
найшов такої віри.  Кажу вам, що багато прийде зо сходу й заходу, і засядуть з Авраа-
мом, Ісааком та Яковом у царстві небеснім, а сини царства будуть викинуті геть у 
темряву кромішню, де буде плач і скрегіт зубів. »  І сказав Ісус сотникові: « Іди, хай 
тобі станеться за твоєю вірою! »  І раб-слуга видужав тієї ж години.  (8:5-13). 

(7) and (8) At the Divine Liturgy: the reading for the Fourth Sunday after 
Pentecost (8:5-13) may be read after and combined with the reading for ALL 
SAINTS OF RUS’-UKRAINE (5:1-16), to form one continuous reading, as follows:  

A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW: 
At that time, seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat down 

his disciples came to him.  And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are they who mourn, for 
they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.  Blessed are 
they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied.  Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  Blessed are the “single-hearted” (pure of heart), 
for they will see God.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.  
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter 
every kind of evil word against you falsely because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward will be great in heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who were before you.  
You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltness be 
restored?  It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trodden under 
foot by men.  You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hid.  Nor do 
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men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 

house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven.  (5:1-16)  …Later, as… [At that time, as…] …Jesus 
entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching him and saying, "Lord, 
my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress."  And he said to him, "I will 
come and heal him."  But the centurion answered him, "Lord, I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I am a 
man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, “Go,” and he goes, and to 
another, “Come,” and he comes, and to my slave, “Do this,” and he does it."  When Jesus 
heard him, he marveled, and said to those who followed him, "Truly, I say to you, not even 
in Israel have I found such faith.  I tell you, many will come from east and west and sit at 
table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the 
kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their 
teeth."  And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; be it done for you as you have believed."  And the 
servant was healed at that very moment. (8:5-13). 
For the Amvon Prayer, the priest says from the Common for Martyrs-
Witnesses:   
O Holy Lord, your dwelling is in the highest among your saints.  You lift up the humble, 
and grant to your holy martyrs-witnesses the grace to fight the good fight, to finish the 
holy race, and to keep the profession of faith.  On this day when we celebrate the 
memory of all the Saints glorified in the lands of Rus’-Ukraine, remember us in your good 
will and visit us with your salvation.  O Master, grant that we may remember your saints 
at all times, and take part in their sufferings, so that becoming imitators of them, we 
may also receive the good things in store for them, through the prayers of your Mother 
and of all your saints.  For you are the Savior of our souls, and to you we give all glory, 
together with your eternal Father and your (+) all-holy, good and life-creating Spirit, now 
and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

НАСТУПНОЇ НЕДІЛІ: ЧИТАННЯ ІЗ СВЯТОГО ПИСЬМА: 17-го липня, 2011 р.Б.: П’ята неділя після 
П’ятидесятниці, тобто після Зіслання Святого Духа, та в неділю між 13 та 19 липня завжди 
творимо пам’ять Отців зібраних на Перших Шести Вселенських Соборах: нікейський 
перший 325 р.Б., царгородський перший 381 р.Б., ефесзький 431 р.Б., халкедонський 451 
р.Б., царгородський другий 553 р.Б., та царгородський третій 681 р.Б (отже, пропускається 
пам’ять святих дня).  На Вечірній Літургії, святим отцям: (1) Буття 14:14-20; (2) Второзаконня 
1:8-11 та 1:15-17; (3) Второзаконня 10:14-21; На Утренній недільній Літургії: (4) від Луки 24:12-35.  
На недільній Євхаристійній (Божественній) Літургії: (5) до Римлян 10:1-10; (7) Матей 8:28-9:1.  
На Євхаристійній (Божественній) Літургії, святим Отцям: (6) до Євреїв 13:7-16; (8) від Івана 
17:1-13.  За-амвонна Молитва: # 72, загальна святим отцям і єпископам, або св. Івана Золотоустого 
# 1, або звичайна (тобто св. Василія Великого). 
NEXT SUNDAY: Scripture Readings for July 17, 2011: Fіfth Sunday after Pentecost (the Descent of the 
Holy Spirit); also on the Sunday between July 13-16, we commemorate the Holy Fathers of the 
First Six Ecumenical Councils: Nicaea I (325 AD), Constantinople I (381 AD), Ephesus (431 AD), 
Chalcedon (451 AD), Constantinople II (553 AD), and Constantinople III (681 AD).  Thus, we 
omit the saints of the day.  At the Vesperal Liturgy, for the Council Fathers: (1) Genesis 14:14-20; 
(2) Deuteronomy 1:8-11 and 1:15-17; (3) Deuteronomy 10:14-21.  At the Matinal Liturgy for Sunday: 
(4) Luke 24:12-35.  At the Eucharistic (Divine) Liturgy for Sunday: (5) Romans 10:1-10; (7) Matthew 
8:28-9:1.  At the Eucharistic (Divine) Liturgy for the Council Fathers: (6) Hebrews 13:7-16; 
(8) John 17:1-13.  Amvon Prayer: # 72, from the common office for Spiritual Fathers and Bishops, or 
St. John Chrysostom # 1: “What praise or what hymn…”, or the usual one by St. Basil the Great: 
“O Lord, you bless …”.  
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A NOTE ABOUT TODAY’S GOSPEL 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  

The centurion in today’s Gospel reading receives a great compliment from Our 
Lord.  He said: “"Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” Why? 
Because, in this army officer we see examples of three virtues in action – not just in 
theory – but in action. First of all the centurion was a man of GREAT COMPASSION. 
Remember at the time of Our Lord the Romans practiced slavery and had a reputation 
for being cruel to slaves. In this culture a centurion could have easily let a servant die 
and buy another.  After all they were ONLY property. However, he was concerned about 
his servant. This shows compassion. 

The second virtue we find in the centurion is his GREAT FAITH. This was the virtue 
Jesus noticed up front. He said, “Speak only the word and my servant shall be healed.” 
The centurion was not officially Jewish.  He may have believed more in the God of the 
Jews than he did in all the pagan Roman gods but he did not make the switch officially 
by circumsicion.  Most probably he didn’t yet know anything about the details ofd the 
Jewish faith and their longing for the Messiah (Christ) and Savior.  He probably didn’t 
believe in only one God.  Also he was a man of social standing so for him to go to Jesus, 
this poor itinerant preacher of no social standing, was a tremendous act of faith. 

The third virtue is one of GREAT HUMILITY. This is not a popular virtue in our day at 
all.  Last week we heard the Gospel, “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.”  This means that our commitment to Christ and His Church cannot be a 
hobby or a pastime.  In our “me first” generation we see pride, stubbornness and 
selfishness high on the list instead of humility. 

May we recall with fondness the preaching and Lenten Mission of Fr. Reggie Russo 
OFM-Capuchin, in March of 2010.  The essence of the three teachings that Fr Reggie 
gave addressed this topic of humility.  He told the the story of Blessed Pope John XXIII 
of Rome.  Apparently some reporters asked Blessed John, “How many people work at 
the Vatican?” and the jolly Pope said, “O, about half of them.”  Likewise, so many 

Catholics are such in name only, because they 
choose not to live fully their Life in Christ.  Fr. 
Reggie pointed out the three major “-isms” of 
our times that are enemies of humility.   

Fr. Reggie also reminded us that many 
“catholics” accept and embrace theses traits in 
their lives, and thus unknowingly choke their Life 
in Christ and make it certain that all one ever 
does is to “survive” being a Christian, rather than 
actually THRIVE being a Christian, the latter 
being our Lord’s original desire for us.   

Using references to the conversion of the 
holy chief apostle Peter in the Scriptures, as an 
example, Father Reggie specifically targeted 
three ideas which are inconsistent with a true 
Life in Christ, a life of humble service:  



 12 
INDIVIDUALISM (the kind of pride that says: what’s in it for me?)  We forget 

that we belong to Christ through our home parish and so we easily throw loyalty by the 
wayside: “I’ll go to church only if it fits MY schedule; OR only if MY family doesn’t have a 
ball game, a trip or something “MORE” important for US to attend to.”  Even atheists 
realize that Theodore C. Sorensen, the poetic speechwriter of President John F. Kennedy, 

was correct when he said, “Don’t ask what your 
country can do for you, but what you can do for 
your country.”  Did it ever occur to me that the 
people of this parish love me and are attached to 
me, and in fact need me to serve them?  Do I 
admit that my family is part of a bigger parish 
family and that that parish is also “my mother, 
my family”? 

HEDONISM (the kind of selfishness that 
says that if it feels good, we should do it, and if it 
feels bad, we should run from it!)  Real Catholics 
choose not to allow their commitment to Christ 
and His Church through their home parish to be-
come “just another Sunday activity among 
many”.  Real Catholics do not go “shopping 
around for a church with more convenient service 

schedules” when their own parish activities compete with what they would rather be do-
ing that weekend.  This is why the 1999 PASTORAL GUIDE OF THE UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE USA says in Article 170: “Although every Catholic may fulfill 
his obligation of assisting at the Divine Liturgy, Vespers or Matins on Sundays and holy 
days in any Catholic church, OUR FAITHFUL SHOULD AS A RULE ATTEND THEIR OWN PARISH 
CHURCH”.  And article 460 reminds us that “THE CELEBRATION OF THE CANONICAL 
HOURS, ESPECIALLY MATINS AND VESPERS MUST BE INTRODUCED where they have fallen 
into disuse in parishes, especially since the decision of the Holy See now allows these 
canonical services TO SATISFY THE SUNDAY AND HOLYDAYS OBLIGATION OF THE FAITHFUL 
BY THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THEM”.  It all makes perfect sense: As you were growing up 
would you ever think of throwing away your mother and choosing another one, simply 
because your real mother is now inconvenient to your own schedule and life priorities?  
So, when is it Ok to consider doing that to your Mother Parish (St John’s), or to your 
Mother Church (Ukrainian Catholic)?  Where’s the fine line between “I am going to this 
church for this service because I love God” and “I am going to this church and to this 
service because I love myself”?  When are distance and time part of the sacrifice of the 
liturgy and when do they cross the line and become just another way of putting myself 
or my family before God?  Are my motives truly serious and defensible? 

MINIMALISM (a spiritual stubbornness whose first consideration is always: 
What’s the least I have to do in order to be a member of the Church and thus squeeze 
into heaven?)  But what is the first of the Ten Commandments?  “I am the Lord Your 
God. You shall not have strange gods before me.”  What is the Sixth Beatitude: “Blessed 
are the single-hearted (pure of heart), for they shall see God”.  God wants first place or 
no place!  The virtue of humility involves doing God’s will first, whether I feel like it or 
not, or especially when another option looks more exciting or is easier to do.  They say 
that we should figure out how to bloom in the soil into which we have been planted.  
That is the vocation of MAXIMALISM.  In some way, God arranged my life’s circum-
stances in such a way that I am to put Him first, and perhaps He did this by asking me 
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to do it by being a member of St. John’s and of the Ukrainian Catholic Church.  Should 
I not treat this seriously as God’s will for me; and, at least, try to make it work, before I 
quit or move on?   

We can learn so many things from this centurion in today’s Gospel reading.   
On this 4th Sunday after Pentecost we all ask ourselves: If I were put in front of 

Christ today, or encountered Him, like the centurion did, what would He say?  What 
would my Lord say about me to his apostles?  Would I treat Jesus (or any of his repre-
senatatives) with discomfort and resentment?  Would I ever choose to remember the 
lessons which Father Reggie challenged me to learn, his line of preaching that addresses 
what I need to be vigilant about in myself and about how I need to deal with these 
temptations when they come my way, or am I going to choose to forget about them as 
soon as possible, so I can go back to being conveniently comfortable in my thoughts, 
ways and words?  Am I for compassion, faith and humility?  Am I against being 
individualistic, hedonistic and minimalistic?    

PRAYER FOR BISHOPS 
Heavenly Father, in these trying times when the spirit of the age threatens Christian values, give 
our bishops holiness of life and wisdom to direct and guide our eparchial/diocesan families so that 
we may grow in Your love.  We pray that You grant them strength and power in prudently guiding 
Your spiritual flocks entrusted to them, and that they may enrich those over whom they watch, 
that together with the flocks committed to their care, they may attain eternal life through Your 
Only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, with Whom You are blessed, together with Your all-holy, 
good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Special PETITIONS modified for use in the Great Ekteniya (Litany of Peace), originally 
intended for the Insistent Litany (Ekteniya of Fervent Supplication) 

PETITION COMMONLY USED IN MANY OF OUR EPARCHIES: 
Deacon:  Since the Lord, Jesus Christ, Our God, told us to pray for vocations to the spiritual 

life, saying; "The harvest is great, but the workers are few.  Ask the harvest master to send out 
workers to gather his harvest" (Mat. 9: 37-38), that our Lord would call and send our Church, good 
and generous souls from among our youth to become good and fervent sisters, brothers, nuns, 
monks, deacons, and priests, let us pray to the Lord.   

PETITIONS requested by His Beatitude Patriarch Lubomyr Cardinal Husar, 12-28-2009 
Deacon:  Uniting our hearts in prayer for a better future for Ukraine under the protection of 

the Mother of God (Theotokos), let us pray to the Lord.   

PETITION mandated by His Grace Bishop Robert in a letter dated  9-18-2008, 
 at the Request of the League of Ukrainian Catholics: 

Deacon:  That God’s faithful Servant Metropolitan Andrey (Sheptytsky), together with all of 
our Church’s holy Martyrs and Confessors of Faith in Christ, be glorified among the saints, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

PRO-LIFE MESSAGE AND PETITION 

Life, the first right: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness". Deacon: That this nation may come to 
see that freedom to choose to kill an innocent unborn human being is not true freedom, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

Special PETITIONS  for the Victims of the Tornadoes, Floods and Storms in the USA, 
for use in the Insistent Litany (Ekteniya of Fervent Supplication) 
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  Deacon:  We also pray, O Lord, for those who face incomprehensible anguish, sorrow 

and loss in the destruction from the tornadoes, floods and storms; deliver them from every afflic-
tion, trouble, distress, wrath and need; that they may be safeguarded by Your holy angels; grant 
them assistance, peace, health and a long life, we pray You, hear and have mercy. 

 Deacon:  We also pray for those departed as a result of the tornadoes, floods and storms; 
for their grieving loved ones; for families who were separated that they may be reunited; reassure 
them of Your divine presence and heavenly grace, we pray You, hear and have mercy. 

 Deacon:  We also pray for all involved in the relief efforts, O Lord, in this special time of 
need; strengthen them in body, soul and spirit as they labor and serve our neighbors in need.  
Grant them and all of us the firm resolve to support their efforts in love and generosity, we pray 
You, hear and have mercy. 

POPE BENEDICT XVI’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR JULY 2011 
General Intention: We also pray O Lord, that Christians may contribute to alleviating the 

material and spiritual suffering of AIDS patients, especially in the poorest countries, … 
Missionary Intention: …and for the religious who work in mission territories, that they 

may be witnesses of the joy of the Gospel and living signs of the love of Christ, we pray You, hear 
and have mercy. 

PROPOSAL for ACOLYTE ASSIGNMENTS 
If servers would like this to be modified, they are asked to notify the office: 

5:00 PM — SATURDAYS: David Sawczak; Rick Sawczak 
7:30 AM — SUNDAYS: Antony Chirovsky 

9:00 AM  — SUNDAYS: Joseph Levy; Michael Levy; Mark Rad  
11:30 AM — SUNDAYS 

Drew Buckholt; Antony Chirovsky; Andrew Hodowanec; Steven Sawczak 

LECTOR ASSIGNMENTS FOR JULY 20114th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
FEAST OF ALL SAINTS of RUS’-UKRAINE: Romans 6:18-23; 8:28-39  

Saturday, July 9, 2011 – 5:00 PM – Joanne Giancola 
Sunday, July 10, 2011 – 9:00 AM - Irene Borodycia 
Sunday, July 10, 2011 – 11:30 AM – Linda Chomko 

5th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST & SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE 
first SIX ECUMENICAL COUNCILS: Romans 10:1-10; Mt. 8:28-9:1 

Saturday, July 16, 2011 – 5:00 PM – Stephanie Vargo 
Sunday, July 17, 2011 – 9:00 AM - Joan Hess 

There will be no Sunday, July 17 – 11:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

6th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: Romans 12:6-14 
Saturday, July 23, 2011 – 5:00 PM – Joanne Giancola 
Sunday, July 24, 2011 – 9:00 AM - Irene Borodycia 

There will be no Sunday, July 24 – 11:30 AM Divine Liturgy 

ARCHEPARCHIAL - ARCHDIOCESAN NEWSPAPER: 
Our Philadelphia Archdiocesan newspaper, The Way, is available in both languages; Ukrainian 
and English but is no longer printed and sent out to people’s homes.  However, those who wish, 
may access it at www.ukrarcheparchy.us or you can sign up to receive it in your emails by writ-
ing to  theway@ukrarcheparchy.us   

http://www.ukrarcheparchy.us/
mailto:theway@ukrarcheparchy.us
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EPARCHIAL CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

 In a letter dated, March 18, 2010, our Bishop, His Grace John Bura, asks for our generosity 
and help.  He writes, “At the last meeting of the Eparchial College of Consultors, it was 
decided to begin a Capital Campaign in order to help defray the expenses of our 
Eparchy.  Special envelopes have been prepared and mailed to all the parishes.  Please 
encourage your  faithful to be generous in their response.  The needs of the eparchy 
are great and assessments from some of the parishes are either incomplete or 
delinquent.  The eparchy cannot operate without your support.  I ask you to help 
make this campaign a success.  As printed on the envelopes, all donors will be listed in 
the Eparchial Newsletter.  Thanking you in advance for your cooperation, I remain 
sincerely yours in Christ.”  Let’s be supportive in our generosity for the needs of our epar-
chy/diocese.  Fr. Ivan trusts that we will do as best as we can to help our diocese and His Grace 
Bishop John at this time of need. 

ONGOING CHURCH AUXILIARY PROJECTS 
SARRIS “Candy Sales” - ENJOY books - GFS Marketplace 

The Church Auxiliary is once again selling a variety of Sarris chocolate bars (including pretzel, 
dark chocolate, plain milk chocolate, chocolate with almonds, crispies, peanut butter and caramel) 
for only $1.00 each.  Normally sales are on Thursdays and Sundays after the Divine Liturgies.  If 
you attend Saturday evening services, please see Margie Klimko or Diane Vargo if you wish to buy 
some delicious candy at a bargain price.  Also we are selling ENJOY books at $ 27.00 each.  Please 
see Rose Breen or Margie Klimko about the books. 

As you purchase food, you can save money and help your church at the same time.  GFS 
Marketplace is a store that offers a variety of food, cleaning products, paper items, etc. at prices 
comparable to the discount warehouses–except there is no membership fee and our church gets a 
rebate on the items that you purchase.  There are flyers that describe the program.  Also on this 
flyer is an application for a free membership card and a coupon for $10.00 off a $50.00 purchase.  
The closest GFS Marketplace store is on Route 51.  There is also one across from Costco’s in 
Robinson and one in Monroeville.  You can also sign up at our parish web site at 
http://www.stjohnspittsburgh.com/, under “Updates” where it says “Like to shop?” 

APARTMENTS FOR SENIORS: 
Sheptytsky Arms and St. George Close have apartments available for seniors who can live 

independently.  If anyone is interested, please call Char Rumsky at 412-766-8802 or Sr. Olga Marie 
at 412-766-6354. 

U.T.S. Scholarship 
Youth who are College bound or college attending who might be able to benefit from a scholar-

ship are advised to gain more information about the Ukrainian Technological Society’s scholarship 
program, or call 724-337-5704.  Applications can be downloaded from www.utspgh.org. 

JUNE, 2011 - PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 
Peter's Pence is the name that is given to the financial support offered by the faithful to the Pope 
of Rome as a sign of their loving solidarity and sharing in the concern of the Successor of St. Peter 
for the many different needs of the Universal Church and for funding emergency relief assistance 
to those who suffer from war, oppression, disease and or natural disasters.  The practice of provid-
ing material support to those charged with preaching the Gospel, thus enabling them to devote 
themselves completely to their apostolic mission and to care for those in greatest need, is as old as 
Christianity itself (cf. Acts 4:34, 11:29).  By the end of the eighth century the Anglo-Saxons felt so 
closely linked to the Bishop of Rome that they decided to send a regular annual contribution to 
him.  It was thus that the Denarius Sancti Petri (Alms of Saint Peter) originated and spread 
throughout Europe.  Like other practices of its kind, this custom underwent many changes in the 
course of the centuries, until in 1871, Pope Pius IX gave it his approval in the Encyclical Letter Sa-
epe Venerabilis (5 August 1871).  At present the collection is taken up throughout the Catholic 
world either on 29 June, the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, or on the closest Sundays (In the 
boxed set of envelopes, please look for one of the envelopes printed for June 6, 2011).  May 

http://www.stjohnspittsburgh.com/
http://www.utspgh.org/
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Catholics all over the world stand in solidarity with the weak, the defenseless, and the voiceless 

and sustain those who suffer.  (One may recall how in a similar fashion, the Synod of Bishops of 
Ukraine has authorized His Beatitude Patriarch Lubomyr to conduct an annual ANDREW’S PENCE 
collection, to meet the needs of Ukrainian Catholic communities who are trying to set up parishes 
and dioceses outside the borders of Ukraine and that this collection occurs circa the Feast of St 
Andrew: November 30.)  In any case getting back to PETER’S PENCE, envelopes are located on 
the Tetrapod and on each of two tables on either side of the vestibule.  This ancient and honored 
practice is a way of sharing in the love and concern of the successor of Saint Peter for the many 
different needs of the universal Church and for the relief of our less fortunate brothers and sisters 
in Christ around the globe who are most in need of our help.  For example, in the previous decade, 
Pope John Paul II used these funds to donate an MRI machine to the Sheptytsky Hospital in L’viv, 
Ukraine.  In the past, Bishop Robert had assessed that a parish of our size is obligated to donate at 
least $ 870.00 and these funds ought to be sent into our Bishop’s office as soon as possible 

SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2011 - UKRAINIAN PIG ROAST 
     St. Vladimir's Ukrainian Orthodox Church will be holding a Ukrainian Pig Roast on Sunday, July 
17th from 12:00 NOON to 3:00 PM in their church hall, located at 73 S. 18th Street, South Side, 
Pittsburgh, 15203.  They will have roast pig, side dishes (cole slaw, macaroni salad, halushky, des-
serts) and non-alcoholic beverages.  This is how their parish tries to raise money each year for 
building renovations for their church.  Please support them & have some fun while you’re at it.  
Both eat-in and take-out will be offered. 

JULY 15-18, 2011 AT SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY IN OTTAWA: 
SHEPTYTSKY INSTITUTE STUDY DAYS: 

AN EASTERN CHRISTIAN FEAST FOR THE MIND (SOUL) AND HEART (SPIRIT) 
This is the fourth consecutive year that the Sheptytsky Institute will be reaching out to the 

wider community of Eastern and Western Christians in offering an academic and spiritual 
conference to enlighten their faith.   

The unique theme this year -  True/False?  Right/Wrong?  The Challenge of 
Relativism Today - will offer an opportunity to participants to reflect more deeply on their faith.  
The plenary/workshop speakers and topics are as follows:  

Plenary Speakers:  Dr. Valerie Karras, Relativism and Culture:  Connections and 
Difference; Dr. Adam DeVille, Sentimentality Leads to the Gas Chamber: Emotivistic 
Relativism and the Slaughter of Innocents; Dr. Peter Bouteneff, Relativism, Tolerance, 
and Heresy: Negotiating the Waters.   

Workshop Speakers: Dr. Brian Butcher, “Public Work,” Private Meaning?  
(Re)Interpreting the Divine Liturgy in a Post-Modern Age; Father Andriy Chirovsky, 
Concepts Plundered by Passions:  Early Christian Teaching on the Struggle with 
Tempting Thoughts; Dr. Catherine Clifford, What Happened at Vatican II (1962-1965)?  
Why is it important for the Eastern Churches?; Father Lucien Coutu, The Jesus Prayer: 
Getting Centered and Gaining Peace; Father John Jillions, All in the Family:  Other 
Churches and Other Faiths;     Maxym Lysack, Orthodox Christian Responses to New 
Age “Spiritualities”; Father Andrew Onuferko, Jesus and Muhammad: “Peace and 
Blessing Be Upon Them”?; Father Michael Winn, Holiness Unites God's People: Christian 
Formation in the Age of Relativism.   

In addition to the workshops, our Institute is also offering sessions on Cantor Training.  
These take place on Friday, July 15 (9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) and Monday, July 18 (2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m.).  Using The Divine Liturgy: An Anthology for Worship, Father Archpriest Roman Galadza 
will offer the beginner session and Presvitera Melita Mudri-Zubacz the advanced session.   

For those concentrating on academic studies, there is a possibility of earning up to six 
undergraduate credits by continuing with us for two more weeks between July 19 and July 30, 
2011.  The summer courses offered are: THO 2144  Selected Topics in Eastern Christian 
Spirituality I: Logismoi - The Eight Evil Thoughts, taught by Father Andriy Chirovsky 
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(evenings); and, THO 3322 Byzantine Eucharistic Liturgies, taught by Brian Butcher 
(mornings). 
 Fr more information please contact Fr. Stephen Wojcichowsky, at 613-236-1393, extension 
2330.  You may also wish to visit the website at www.sheptytskyinstitute.ca  

SATURDAY, JULY 30: SING TO OUR KING, SING! LITURGICAL WORKSHOP 
at Saint John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Parish on the Southside of Pittsburgh (109 S. 7th 
Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15203 * 412-431-2531). St. John the Baptist is hosting a one day liturgical 
workshop that is open to anyone interested in learning how to sing the hymns of the Divine Liturgy 
as found in the Divine Liturgy, An Anthology of Praise which has received Patriarchal approval for 
use in English for parishes of the Ukrainian Catholic Church around the world.  In Addition to 
teaching participants how to sing and find the changeable parts for the communal worship of the 
Sunday Divine Liturgy, the workshop will also show them how the anthology can be a resource for 
their personal prayer life and spiritual growth. Please see the flyer . The workshop will begin at 
10:00 a.m. and conclude at 4:30 p.m.  Participants are invited to attend the Saturday Anticipatory 
Divine Liturgy at 5 p.m. to help lead the congregation in singing the Liturgy. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Deacon Alexander Wroblicky at 412-527-8456 or by Email at: 
wroblicky@gmail.com

13, 14, 15 AUGUST, 2011 – 46TH ANNUAL DORMITION 
PILGRIMMAGE HOSTED BY MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

This year as part of the festivities celebrating the Dormition (Assumption) of the Mother of 
God, our local Pittsburgh parishes will be gathering together for a pilgrimage to the National Ma-
ronite Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon, 2759 North Lipkey Road, North Jackson, OH. 44451, (near 
exit 218 off of I-76) (330) 538-3351; E-mail: OLOLshrine@aol.com; 
www.ourladyoflebanonshrine.com.  We will have a Charter Bus on Sunday afternoon, August 14th, 
at 3:00 p.m., which will take us to the National Shrine in order to participate at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Divine Services led by our Apostolic Administrator, His Grace Bishop John (Bura).  The Choirs from 
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in Youngstown and Dormition of St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Austintown, OH are to sing the responses.  Afterwards, if there is a concensus, we may 
also stay for the 8:00 pm Lamentations and Procession with the Shroud of the Most-Holy Theoto-
kos, which will be led by Fr. Msgr. George Appleyard of Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Carnegie, PA.  The Church and the Church hall are handicapped accessible.  Upon arrival at the 
Shrine (around 4:30 p.m.) you will have ample time to visit the Tower Chapel, Prince of Peace 
Chapel, Martyrs Meditation Trail, Religious Gift Shop and enjoy home-made food which will be 
available for sale.  Return to Pittsburgh is scheduled for circa 10:00 p.m.  In the Church vestibule 
we have a sign-up sheet available for this pilgrimage. Donation for this pilgrimage is $15.00.  If 
you are interested in joining us on this pilgrimage, please sign-up now because space is limited. 

UKRAINIAN FOOD FESTIVAL AT ST. MARY’S – AUGUST 24-27, 2011 
Saint Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church (116 HELEN STREET, McKEES ROCKS ROX BOT-

TOMS - CORNER OF HELEN & ELLA STREETS) is having a FOOD & FUN FESTIVAL from August 
24-27, 2011.  For more information please call (412)-331-2362. 

WORLD YOUTH DAY MADRID: 16-21 AUGUST, 2011 
Our St. Josaphat Eparchial organizer for 
World Youth Day is Fr. Claudio Melnicki at 
St. Josaphat Cathedral, Parma, OH.  For 
more information call: 440 503-1362 or e-
mail him at: brmelnicki@hotmail.com.  You 
can also go to our eparchial World Youth 

Day newsletter at http://www.stjosaphateparchy.org/documents/WYD_2011_Madrid.pdf  

www.sheptytskyinstitute.ca
mailto:wroblicky@gmail.com
mailto:OLOLshrine@aol.com
http://www.ourladyoflebanonshrine.com/
mailto:brmelnicki@hotmail.com
http://www.stjosaphateparchy.org/documents/WYD_2011_Madrid.pdf
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2011: UKRAINIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY 

August 24, 2011 will mark the 20th anniversary of Ukrainian independence, a most 
auspicious moment in our beloved Ukraine's illustrious history.  The Ukrainian community of 
western Pennsylvania will hold its third annual Ukrainian Independence Day Celebration on 
Sunday, August 28, at the Alpine Club in Bridgeville, PA.  Ukraine's independence would not have 
been possible were it not for the sanctifying grace of God and the inestimable efforts and sacrifice 
of our Churches in sustaining the Christian faithful in the face of brutal and unrelenting 
persecution.  In this regard, the celebration of Ukrainian independence is not simply a nationalistic 
celebration, but a celebration of the triumph of Ukraine's Christian heritage and faith in Christ as 
our Lord, God and Savior.  It is the hope of the Committee that, as faith-committed believers in our 
Lord and as stewards of Ukraine's Christian heritage, we will all enthusiastically promote this event, 
calling upon our friends and fellow believers/parishioners to join us in celebrating the heroic 
struggle and sacrifice of the Ukrainian people, and the resulting triumph of Ukrainian 
independence.  To this end, the Committee respectfully requests that every effort is made to avoid 
scheduling events on Aug 28 which will in any way conflict with or detract from this celebration of 
the 20th anniversary of Ukrainian Independence.  The Committee thanks everyone for their 
steadfast and unwavering support of the Ukrainian community of western Pennsylvania. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2011: ATTENTION: PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS 
AUNTS AND UNCLES, BROTHERS AND SISTERS, ETC. 

Inspired by the spiritual biography of Saint Nonna in the August 5, 2007 church bulletin, a 
number of men and women have created a special prayer group for satisfying the need to inter-
cede in prayer for the welfare of our children and grandchildren.  Whenever he can, Father Ivan 
facilitates this prayer gathering for us.  Currently we use the Akathist Hymn to the Mother of God 
in her miraculous icon, known as Vospitanie – Воспитание – Vikokhuvatel’ka Deetey – Викоху-
вателька Дітей – Nurturer of Children (venerated on March 5) and then add spontaneous prayers, 
if necessary.  If you are interested, then please call Irene Borodycia at 412-881-4635.  For the 
time being, it has been decided that we will meet IN THE CHAPEL on first Saturday of 
each month, at 10:00 am 

QUARTERLY REMINDER 
Our Eparchy of St. Josaphat in Parma is obligated to remind its members that they have 

a right and duty to report any incident of the sexual abuse of a minor to the bishop or to one of 
those who assist him in this regard.  Once more we remind our readers that the bishop can be 
reached at his Chancery by dialing (440) 888-1522 or by writing to him at: P. O. Box 347180, 
Parma, OH. 44134-7180.  Msgr. George Appleyard can be reached at (412) 279-4652; and Ma-
rika Zaliszczuk, the Victim Assistance Coordinator, can be reached at (412) 215-5372. 

THE SUMMARY OF SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 
JULY 2 & 3,  2011 

NON-ENVELOPE WEEKLY SUNDAY OFFERINGS 5.00 
ENVELOPE WEEKLY SUNDAY OFFERINGS 978.00 
MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP DUES                            (2nd Sunday) 70.00 
MONTHLY FUND FOR REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE (1st Sunday) 263.00 
MONTHLY UTILITIES & INSURANCE                    (3rd Sunday) 69.00 
MONTHLY DIOCESAN COLLECTION                     (4th Sunday) 59.00 
WEEKLY CANDLES 79.20 
MEMORIAL FUND (7/3/11) 25.00 
6/12/2011 – FEAST OF PENTECOST 50.00 
6/19/2011 – FEAST OF ALL SAINTS 4.00 
6/24/2011 – FEAST OF NAVITITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 4.00 
6/29/2011 – FEAST OF HOLY CHIEF APOSTLES 71.00 
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    PETER AND PAUL 
TOTAL  $1,682.20 

 
MEMORIAL FLOWERS 

If you would like to provide flowers in memory of a loved one, in thanksgiving for blessings, or 
to celebrate an occasion, please call Margie Klimko: 412-431-0430. 

No donations this week 
 

MEMORIAL CANDLES 
If you would like to sponsor a candle in front of the copy of the miraculous Pochayiv Mother of 
God Icon or in front of the Icon of the Cross of Our Lord, or four lamps at the iconostas icons, or 
seven lamps in the seven-branched candlestick at our Altar (Holy Table), for whatever intention 
you desire, at $5.00 per week, please write to or call the parish office at: 412-431-2531. 

In Memory of Wasyl Slaby (75th Anniversary of Birth to Eternal Life) Copy of the 
Icon of Pochiyiv: 

  $20.00 – Joe Slaby 
 

CHURCH PAINTING / RECARPETING FUND 
No donations this week 

 
ROOF & POINTING REPAIR FUND 

Parishioners are advised that holes and leaks in the roof of our church and other buildings 
are repaired periodically, as needed.  There is a possibility for us to get a grant for money to re-
pair not just the roof but also other areas of our church structures.  Anyone interested in as-
suming responsibility for filling out the forms and helping our parish to get these 
funds, should contact Fr. Ivan, ASAP. 

No donations this week 
 

MEMORIAL FUND 
All donations collected in this fund will be used to purchase new Liturgical items, including 

any new vestments or repairs to liturgical items.  In the meantime, as we use what we have for 
the greater glory of God, please remember that we still paying off certain items from the last 
few years. Your generosity, as always, will be greatly appreciated. 

No donations this week 
SEMINARIAN EDUCATION FUND 

No donations this week 
 

Our thanks to Steve Zinski for supplying us with the next few pages:   
     Father Ivan and Parish 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Commemoration of All the Saints of Rus'-Ukraine 

Matthew 8:5-13 
 
UNDERSTANDING TODAY'S GOSPEL 
Faith Is Power 

Today's Gospel contains the account of a miracle which is one of a group of 
ten miracles in chapters 8 & 9 of Matthew. "In the story of the centurion the 
miracle is the occasion by which the faith of the Gentile centurion is manifested 
...." (Jerome Biblical Commentary, Matthew: p. 76). It illustrates a faith that sets 
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no conditions, and uses a pagan as an example. To Jesus' audience this must 

have been a hard thing to hear. 
The faith of the centurion is best 

described in that remarkable parallel 
which he draws between his own mili-
tary authority and that of Jesus. On the 
basis of the power he knows, he looks 
confidently to Jesus for the very same 
power.  In our days, such an appeal 
would surely sound absurd, and yet that 
is the kind of faith Jesus declared nec-
essary for the Kingdom.   

Faith and power are tightly joined. 
Faith is not some weak and helpless 
substitute for knowledge; something 
reserved for what is not known. Faith is 
power, the power to alter man's basic 
way of life, the power to effect change 
in man's innermost heart. But faith 
depends on the example of others as 
part of its power.  

Without Jesus' response, the faith of the centurion would have collapsed 
immediately. We who propose to be Christians, who live and act and offer 
ourselves to the world as examples of faith, we must be that example to which 
others may look to as an evidence of the power of faith. Real leadership consists 
in making my faith work upon the raw materials of human life. Ideas, opinions, 
trends, prejudices, convictions — all are the raw materials which my faith must 
transform into something fit for the Kingdom. Life itself, then, becomes the stuff 
for the belief and the worship of God. The impetus comes from God but the 
accomplishment must come from us. Like Jesus, we must able to respond with 
power to the real needs of others.     

Rev. Philip Merdinger 
 

PERFECTLY IMPERFECT 
There are very few of us who have not, at one time or another, been urged 

to strive for perfection. There are even fewer who have not realized that this 
exhortation is an unreachable goal, that God made us imperfect, and despite all 
our yearnings we shall always be that way. 

These words are not a suggestion that we should not try to be perfect in 
some matters, they are merely a pointing finger to prove that only God is perfect. 
Nor need we be despondent because of the realization that we will never reach 
the heights of being without blemish as this state is not given to man. 

We should, however, strive to reach perfection in certain matters. This is a 
goal that is not unattainable and this the level we may reach. The lady of the 
house may be a perfect housekeeper but her overall perfection is marred because 
she is not handy with the needle. 

St. Augustine wrote that the very perfection of man is to know that he is 
imperfect. Not too many of us are perfect in this respect as our ability to overlook 
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personal faults causes us to fall far short of the mark when we analyze our own 
shortcomings. We are prone to rationalize in our behalf. 

Charles Hadden Spurgeon, an English writer of the 19th century, penned this 
thought: He who boasts of being perfect is perfect in folly. I never saw a perfect 
man. Every rose has its thorns, every day its night. Even the sun shows spots, and 
the skies are darkened with clouds. And faults of some kind nestle in every bosom. 

Add these words of Samuel Johnson: It is reasonable to have perfection in 
our eye that we may always advance toward it, though we know that it can never 
be reached. 

L. J. Huber 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The New 
Ukrainian 
Catholic  
Martyrs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 1. Bishop Basil Velychkovskyi (1903-1973), died after years in labor camps;  
    shrine in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
 2. Bishop Gregory Khomyshyn (1867-1947), beaten to death. 
 3. Bishop Nicholas Charnetskyi (1884-1959), patiently endured torture. 
 4. Bishop Josaphat Kotsylovskyi (1876-1947), died in a concentration camp. 
 5. Bishop Ivan Sleziuk (1896-1973), interrogated mercilessly. 
 6. Fr. Msgr. Peter Verhun (1890-1957), died in a Siberian labor camp. 
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 7. Bishop Nykyta Budka (1877-1949), eaten by wild animals. 

 8. Fr. Priest-Monk Clement Sheptytsky, (1869-1951), hegumen,  
    re-established Monks of the Studite Ustav-Order (MSU). 
 9. Bishop Gregory Lakota (1883-1950), "an angel in human form." 
 10. Bishop Simeon Lukach (1893-1964), stubborn underground leader. 
 11. Fr. Andrew Ishchak (1887-1941), shot by retreating Bolsheviks. 
 12. Fr. Vitalis Bairak (1907-1946), died from a prison beating. 
 13. Fr. Oleksii Zarytskyi (1912-1963), died ministering in harsh Kazakhstan. 
 14. Fr. Roman Lysko (1914-1949), sealed alive into a wall. 
 15. Fr. Severian Baranyk (1889-1941), died, tortured and mutilated. 
 16. Fr. Nicholas Konrad (1876-1941), murdered going to hear a confession. 
 17. Fr. Nicholas Tsehelskyi (1896-1951), harassed, beaten, exiled. 
 18. Fr. Ivan Ziatyk (1899-1952), beaten, left to die on Holy and Great Friday. 
 19. Fr. Emilian Kovch (1880-1941), patron of priests,  
    executed by Nazis for saving Jews. 
 20. Fr. Joachim Senkivskyi (1896-1941), boiled to death in a cauldron. 
 21. Sr. Lavrentia Harasymiv (1911 -1952), died in Siberian exile. 
 22. Sr. Olympia Bida (1903-1952), underground catechist. 
 23. Sr. Tarsykiia Matskiv (1919-1944), shot "because she was a nun." 
 24. Volodymyr Pryima (1906-1941), stabbed with a bayonet. 
 25. Fr. Zynovii Kovalyk (1903-1941), crucified on a prison wall. 

 

 
THE FACTS OF FAILURE 

 
An eastern college president, in welcoming the members of the incoming 

freshmen class, impressed on their minds that they had two rights when they 
entered the institution. They had the right to succeed and the right to fail. 

It was rather an abrupt but eye-opening appraisal of the privileges that were 
being accorded to the newcomers. Most of them knew that they were entering the 
school with the goal of succeeding in their scholastic endeavors. Not many of them 
had given any thought to the fact that it was their right to go one way or the 
other. 

To say that there is no fun in failure is a rather obvious statement. The coach 
who works hard with his team for a week and then finds himself on the short end 
of the score can attest, especially after he had been picked to win by the experts, 
that failure is a sinking feeling. 

All these emotions can be attributed to the fact that no one ever teaches or 
coaches his team to fail. They all know that it could happen, they never really 
point to this before a contest. No one, in any effort, actually prepares himself for a 
loss when winning is uppermost in their minds and muscles. 

It would be almost impossible to convince a loser that there is a fine point in 
failure. They would hardly hear the words of Thomas Hodgkin: Failure is often 
God's tool for carving some of the finest outlines in the character of His children; 
and, even in this life, bitter and crushing failures have often in them the germs of 
new and unimagined happiness.  

Perhaps this fact of failure, coming from the pen of Richard Whately, would 
soften the blow: He only is exempt from failures who makes no effort.                     
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 L. J. Huber 



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

The next four pages are a “work-in-progress”.  
Please bring any errors or suggestions to the 
attention of the church office.  Thank you. 
PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky, Pastor, office: (412) 431-2531 
Fr. Yaroslav Koval,  
Priest-in-Residence/Sick & Shut-Ins, cell: (412) 770-4915   
Fr. Deacon Alexander Wroblicky, Krilos, cell: (412) 527-8456 
     In alphabetical order: 
Irene Borodycia, Director of Religious Education, Pyrohy 

Ministry, and Intercessory Prayer Group Ministry, 
John Chomko, Faith Outreach Ministry 
Sr. Olga Faryna, Sick and Shut-Ins 
Margie Klimko, Beauty of the House of the Lord and Church 

Auxiliary 
Parish Office, (412) 431-2531 
Diane Vargo, Youth Ministry 
Michael Vargo, Church Sign Ministry 
Steve Zinski, Cantor and Director of Church Choir 
The direct supervision of the Altar Servers (i.e. Brotherhood 

of the Entrance of the Mother of God) and Lectors’ 
Ministry is currently defaulting to Fr. Pastor, but there is 
no reason why someone could not contact Fr. Ivan 
about becoming more involved in these ministries.  

 
PASTOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky, Pastor,             Fr. Yaroslav Koval 
Fr. Deacon Alexander Wroblicky  
By appointment:  
Irene Borodycia (DRE)                                Michael Haritan 
We used to have two other members, but they passed 
away since then. 
By special invitation:                                      Margie Klimko 

In our St Josaphat Eparchy, the whole Body of 
Christ is to act in mutual communion in the furthering of 
the saving work of the Church.  The mission of the Church 
is the responsibility of both Fr. Pastor and of the lay people, 
who work together.  This makes obvious sense because 
although the Pastor is responsible before Church and civil 
authorities for overseeing all aspects of parish life, there is 
no way that he can complete all of the tasks personally.  
Thus, His Beatitude Patriarch Lubomyr (Cardinal Husar) has 
often stated: “The first task of the Church is to evangelize, 
to share the Good News.  We must consider how to do this 
best, how to prepare for it, how this should be understood.  
In fact, by the power of baptism we are all called to evan-
gelization.” 

The Pastor's Advisory Council (henceforth PAC) of 
each parish is concerned with the spiritual, pastoral, educa-
tional, financial and social needs of the parish.  Depending 
on the size or needs of the parish, the lay membership of 
the PAC should be selected by the Pastor with an eye to-
wards a balanced representation of the parish.  So, there 
can be no less than three and nor more than nine lay mem-
bers.  Their selection by the pastor should ideally be repre-
sentative of both genders, the various ministries of the par-
ish, and the following age groups – 18-35, 36-55, and 55+.  
The ex-officio members of the PAC are the pastor/ admin-
istrator, the parochial vicar(s), the pastoral associate(s), and 
the deacon(s), as well as the director of religious education 

Although it is inaccurate to say that “all heads of lay 
organizations are automatically members of the PAC”, this 
does not mean that Fr. Ivan is not allowed to choose them, 
to ask for their advice, or that he cannot invite such persons 
to attend a PAC meeting, or that they, in turn, cannot agree 
to be nominated by Fr. Ivan to become official PAC mem-
bers at a future date.  Father Ivan is currently spiritually 
discerning about the names that were suggested to him by 

Fr. John Ropke (before he passed away in June of 2009) 
and by our parishioners in June of 2010.  Soon all will be 
ready, and then the Lay Members of the PAC will be nomi-
nated by Fr. Ivan in a letter to His Grace Bishop John (Bu-
ra), who may then write a confirmation-appointment letter, 
if he so wishes.  When it is received by Fr. Ivan, it will be 
published in the church bulletin.  The Pastor sets the agen-
da and members may propose items for the next meeting.  
This must be done prior to any meeting and be approved 
by the Pastor.  The decisions of the PAC are advisory only.  
They are not binding on the Pastor, or on the Parish 

  
WHOM CAN THE PASTOR NOMINATE TO THE PAC? 

Obviously, the people he chooses need to be 
Catholics in good standing who model their lives on the 
moral principles of the Church, frequent the Holy Mysteries, 
cause no scandal and are not hostile to the Church, or to 
her authorities.  The Pastor is to determine that those peo-
ple whom he appoints to the PAC are ALSO: (a) regular 
communicants who attend the Divine Services; (b) active 
parishioners involved in the life of the community, caring for 
the physical and spiritual needs; (c) parishioners eager to 
support and promote the parish’s spiritual, educational, 
charitable, financial and social life by their direct involve-
ment; and (d) people who are respected by the parish 
community.  In our St Josaphat Eparchy, those who agree 
to serve on the PAC must be free to commit for a minimum 
of three years of service.  The Recording Secretary of the 
PAC is appointed by the Pastor from among the PAC mem-
bers, or he may let the PAC elect this person from among 
themselves. 
 
PARISH FINANCIAL BOARD:  meets once every six 
weeks to review our financial status and report its findings 
back to the PAC.  Its current members are Fr. John Chi-
rovsky, Fr. Yaroslav Koval, Fr. Deacon Alexander Wroblicky 
and James C Kaiser, Consultant.  We appreciate their hard 
volunteer work for the good of the parish. 
 
FINANCIAL RECORDKEEPING: Ann Korenoski & Rose 
Breen help Cathy Sawchak with the recordkeeping.  We 
appreciate their hard volunteer work for the good of our parish. 
 
WEB-SITE: www.stjohnspittsburgh.com 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: stjohnucc@comcast.net 
 
PARISH TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Church Office                                           412-431-2531 
Press NINE, to leave a message for the office 
Press ONE, in an emergency requiring a priest, 
if you have a rotary phone, stay on the line 
Church Office Fax (call ahead)                   412-431-2531 
Lower Hall & PYROHI SALES                  412-481-5022 
Diocesan Pastoral Ministry Office               412-481-9778 
 
DIVINE LITURGIES (MASS SCHEDULE) (each 
week’s bulletin will post any changes to the sche-
dule given below): 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays at 9:00 AM 
 
Saturdays (Anticipated, English, recited):  5:00 PM 
 
Sundays:  as follows: 
REGULAR SUNDAYS in 2011: 
7:45 am – Matins in English, plainchant 
9:00 am – Old Church Slavonic and Ukrainian Divine Liturgy 
sung by choir; homilies mostly in Ukrainian, but sometimes 
in English, or in both languages. 
  9:30 to 10:45 am – E.C.F. classes   
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    (September 19, 2010 thru April 17, 2011) 
11:30 am – English plainchant Div. Lit.  with English homily 
 
COMMUNITY SUNDAYS in 2011: 
March 6, May 1, and June 26: 
No Matins 
No 9:00 AM Ukrainian Choral Divine Liturgy 
No E.C.F. classes 
10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy in three languages; sung by 
choir; Liturgical propers and homily in English 
 
GENERATIONS OF FAITH SUNDAY in 2011 
March 20: 
No Matins 
No 9:00 AM Ukrainian Choral Divine Liturgy 
GOF and E.C.F. classes occur together at 10:00 AM 
11:00 AM - Divine Liturgy sung in plainchant with Liturgical 
propers and homily in English 
12:45-1:10 pm: Lunch in lower church hall 
1:10-1:30 pm: Conclusion and dismissal 
 
Every year the new church calendar year 
begins on September 1 and ends on August 31. 
 
THE MAJOR FEAST DAYS ARE: 

 
THE FEAST ABOVE ALL FEASTS 
  Pascha (Passover) of our Lord: 
  3:00 pm to 5:30 pm on April 23, 2011, or 
 8:00 am to 11:15 am on April 24, 2011 
Easter Breakfast: 12:00 NOON on May 1, 2011 

 
THE TWELVE MAJOR FEAST DAYS ARE: 
• (1) Nativity of the Mother of God: 
   11:00 am on September 8, 2011 
• (2) Exaltation of the Holy Cross of our Lord: 
   Veneration of Cross 
   11:00 am on September 14, 2011 
• (3) Entrance of the Mother of God 
   Commissioning of New Altar Servers 
  11:00 am on November 21, 2011 
• (4) Nativity of our Lord: 
   9:00 pm on December 24, 2011, or 
  10:00 am on December 25, 2011 
• (5) Theophany of the Trinity   
   at the Baptism of our Lord: 
   Blessing of Water 
   7:00 pm on January 5, 2011, or 
   11:00 am on January 6, 2011 
• (6) Encounter of our Lord:  
   Blessing of Candles 
   7:00 pm on February 1, 2011, or  
   11:00 am on February 2, 2011 
• (7) Annunciation to the Mother of God: 
   7:00 PM on March 25, 2011 at St George’s 
• (8) Entrance of our Lord: 
   Blessing of Pussy Willows and Palms  
   5:00 pm on April 16, 2011, or 
   9:00 am on April 17, 2011, or 
   11:30 am on April 17, 2011 
• (9) Ascension Thursday: 
   7:00 pm on June 1, 2011, or 
   9:30 am on June 2, 2011 
• (10) Pentecost Sunday: 
   5:00 pm on June 11, 2011, or 
   9:00 am on June 12, 2011,  
   No 11:30 am on Pentecost sunday 

• (11) Transfiguration of our Lord 
    Blessing of First Fruits: 
   9:00 am on August 6, 2011 
• (12) Dormition of the Mother of God:  
    Blessing of Plants (Flowers and Herbs) 
   7:00 pm on August 14, 2011, or 
   11:00 am on August 15, 2011 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION:   
Sunday of Pascha (Easter), 
Every single Sunday (which is a “little Pascha”), 
# 4, 5, 7, 9, 10 and 12, as above, and 
 Sts. Peter and Paul, which is at: 
   7:00 pm on June 28, 2011, or 
   11:00 am on June 29, 2011 

 
OUR CHAPEL with its entrance off of East Carson Street 
- across from our parking lot - is dedicated to the Mother 
of God in the Feast of her Protection, which is celebrated 
every year on October 1. 
 
OUR PARISH PATRONAL FEAST DAY IS: 
• Nativity of St. John the Baptizer: 
  Great Vespers: 7:00 pm on June 23, 2011 
 Divine Liturgy:  9:30 am on June 24, 2011 
• Annual Patronal Social Event: Noon, June 26, 2011 
 

LITURGIES DURING the GREAT FAST   
also known as the 40 days’ Lent: 
 
CHEESEFARE SUNDAY: See “Community Sunday’ above, 
and Luncheon at 12:00 NOON; Vespers at 1:30 pm – 
Byzantines give forgiveness as a way of beginning the 
Great Lent.  The Latins begin 2.5 days later and give ashes. 
 
CONFESSIONS DURING LENT: please call one of the priests 
at any time to make an appointment. 
 
All SOULS DAYS in 2011 (this may yet be changed): 
       PARASTAS LITURGY: 10:00 AM on February 26, March 
19, April 2.  June 10/11: TBA. 
 
  His Grace Bishop John (Bura), if he so wishes, may re-
lease a priest from this duty, but only due to hardship.  So, 
normally THE PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY may be celebrated 
on any weekday of Lent, but it MUST BE CELEBRATED on: 
the First Monday evening of the Great Fast, and on every 
Wednesday and Friday of Lent.  For the sake of young 
families and children, so that we can gather right 
from work, the consensus is that this year we try 
serving the Presanctified at 6:30 pm, and put out a 
fruit basket as people leave the church/chapel to go 
home circa 7:30-8:00 pm. 
  Latin-Roman Rite services, like Stations of the Cross, have 
no public and communal place in our Byzantine churches’ 
theological, liturgical spiritual and canonical tradition.  One 
may pray using this personally on one’s own. 
  If it cannot be arranged that a cantor or choir director 
leads the singing, the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts may 
be offered in simple recto tono chant. 
     The revised Old Church Slavonic editions of the liturgical 
books (published in Rome) are to be used or translations 
approved by the Synod of Bishops.  Any other service, such 
as a Funeral Parastas or Funeral Liturgy, that would make 
the Presanctified Liturgy impossible to schedule and serve 
at its proper place and time, is strictly forbidden. 
  The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, being a joyful 
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celebration of the Resurrection, is not to be celebrated 

on the weekdays of the Great Fast, since it is theologically 
and thematically opposed to the preparatory period of pe-
nitential prayer and almsgiving, fasting and repentance, 
which has assumed a preeminent position in the 40 day 
Great Fast period of the Constantinopolitan tradition.  This 
obligation binds all of the priests of any given parish in 
solidum. 
  The only exception to this rule occurs when the Typikon-
Ordo-Ustav gives directions for adding St. John Chryso-
stom’s Divine Liturgy to the Lenten Vespers, as a way of 
breaking in the evening that weekday’s lenten fasting by 
“celebrating” for a few hours in a joyful resurrectional fash-
ion the importance of a feast worthy of such paschal joy, 
for example: February 24, March 9, or March 25. 
 
Between March 7, 2011 and April 23, 2011, the SATURDAY 
AND SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGIES will be “lenten”, as far as 
fasting and abstinence are concerned, but they are “non-
lenten”, as far as the joyful celebration of the Lord’s Resur-
rection (i.e. consecration of holy gifts) is concerned.  This is 
why, ideally, Bright (not dark) Vestments are to be worn. 
 
HOLY & GREAT WEEK (April 18-22, 2011) is not part 
of the Great Fast (Lent); for, it is a separate liturgical sea-
son of increased vigilance, with the Presanctified Liturgy be-
ing served on the first three days and Anointing of the Sick 
also available to everyone on Holy & Great Wednesday. 
 
HOLY MYSTERY OF CONFESSION 
Saturdays: 4:00 PM and by request 
Lenten Weekdays: before or after the services 
 
HOLY MYSTERY OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
If requested, it can occur on a Saturday after the 5:00 pm 
Divine Liturgy, or at another time, agreed upon between 
the recipient and the priest.  In cases of emergency, it may 
be administered by the priest whereever the recipient is: at 
home, at a hospital, at a nursing home, etc. 
 
MINISTRIES: 
If you feel called to a ministry or think you have a particular 
talent that you would like to develop, then don’t be shy but 
please do contact Father Pastor, who has the duty not only 
to oversee these ministries, but also to help you to discern 
and develop them.  Our parish already has various func-
tioning ministries, but we are open as new ones get called 
into being by the Holy Spirit.  What follows is a list (not in 
any specific order): 
 
GENERATIONS OF FAITH MINISTRY 
Generations of Faith for Byzantine Churches is an in-
tergenerational catechetical process for the whole par-
ish, regardless of the membership, based on the East-
ern Christian liturgical year, scripture, patristics and 
the Divine Office.  G.O.F. is a new approach to life-
long faith formation that prepares all ages in the 
same session to participate actively in the events and 
life of the Byzantine Ukrainian Catholic Church.  It is 
designated to nurture the Christian identity of all pari-
shioners for a lifetime; re-engage all generations to 
participate in church life, especially Sunday Liturgy; 
equip and support families and adults especially par-
ents, to create a pattern of family faith sharing and a 
Christian way of life; involve all the generations in 
learning together; and to transform the parish com-
munity into a community of lifelong learners.  On No-

vember 11, 2010, His Grace Bishop John (Bura) man-
dated that all parishes of our eparchy should do eve-
rything possible to implement GOF as a way of revi-
talizing our parishes to share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  Currently, the G.O.F. is handled by:  

Fr. Ivan Chirovsky, Fr. Yaroslav Koval, Fr. Dea-
con Alexander Wroblicky, Irene Borodycia (DRE), 
Presbytera Mariyka Chirovsky, Margie Klimko, Diane 
Vargo and volunteers who work the kitchen and set-
up and clean-up, for which we are very grateful. 
MINISTRY TO SICK AND SHUT-INS 
  If you wish to receive Holy Communion on a regular basis, 
but can no longer come to church, please call Sr. Olga 
Faryna, OSBM at (724) 266-5578; If you wish to have your 
confession heard or to receive Anointing of the Sick, please 
tell Sr. Olga to call one of the piests, or notify Fr. John 
(Ivan) Chirovsky directly at (412) 431-2531, or Fr. Yaroslav 
Koval, directly at (412) 770-4915. 
PYROHI MINISTRY 
  To some it may seem strange to call this a ministry, but if 
one looks closely enough it truly is a very important one.  
Not only do the ladies and gentlemen of all age groups 
form a social network of support for one another, but they 
also fulfill an important task of sustaining a steady source of 
income so that our parish may be equipped to fulfill its task 
of evangelization. 
SPIR. DIR. OF CHURCH STUDY GROUP  
& JESUS FILES:                          Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky 
CANTOR/CHOIR DIRECTOR              Stephen H. Zinski 
and all of the church choir.  Though not all members of the 
church choir are also members of our parish, they are 
nevertheless dedicated volunteers.  The choir is always in-
terested in acquiring new members.  If you like to sing in 
this fashion, please see Steve Zinski. 
KLIROS MINISTRY:  This ministry was started as a result 
of our Eparchial Cantor’s Workshop led by Joseph Roll and 
after the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy came into existence, in 
October of 2010.  The name derives from the Greek word 
for "lot", since originally those who read (chanted) and sang 
did not volunteer but were chosen by lot because the 
church needed them to learn and was calling them to 
receive this training for the good of the entire parish.  
Currently, Fr. Deacon Alexander Wroblicky is respon-
sible for training and leading in this ministry.  When 
we have reached a sufficient number of lay people to lead 
two Kliroi, then Fr. Deacon will return to serving at the Holy 
Table.  Also, Ukrainians sometimes say “Krilos”, but it is the 
same ministry. 
YOUTH MINISTRY             Diane Vargo, Stephanie Vargo 
BEAUTY OF THE HOUSE OF OUR LORD  Margie Klimko 
keeps our temple decorated, with the help of dedicated vol-
unteers, all of this within the boundaries permitted by 
church law.  If a love of art and beauty is your niche for 
glorifying God, please ask Margie if she can use your help. 
CHURCH AUXILIARY   The Church Auxiliary of our parish 
functions in ways resembling a Lay Organization in any 
other parish, thus Fr. Pastor allows it to choose its own 
officers, but its activities and expenditures still require the 
pastor’s knowledge and consent.  Currently Margie Klimko 
is the head of the Church Auxiliary. 
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EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION (2008-2010), 
Sundays – 9:30 am to 10:45 am 
Irene Borodycia (DRE)            Presbytera Mariyka Chirovsky 
Motria Hodowanec 
St Nonna’s INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP 
MINISTRY 
Currently our group’s patrons are the Mother of God and 
the mother of St Gregory the Theologian - St. Nonna 
(August 5, 374).  The group meets once a month on the 
first Saturday at 10:00 am in the chapel.  Although not 
limited to this, its major activity is to intercede for the 
children and grandchildren of our parish.  See Irene Boro-
dycia for more details.  
LECTOR MINISTRY 
                           Irene Borodycia                Linda Chomko 
                         Joanne Giancola               Joan Hess 
                         Olesya Komichak              Stephanie Vargo 
Fr. Ivan would love to hear from you, if you think you 
would be able to share this ministry with others on a rota-
ting basis.  We are always in need of more lectors.  Our 
parish is currently in need of someone from the young 
adults who would be willing to learn how to read the Epistle 
in Ukrainian at the 9:00 am Divine Liturgy. 
 
SIGN MINISTRY                                          Michael Vargo 
 
WEB-SITE MINISTRY                             Bob Gardner 
Although we must pay for posting a web site, Bob, member 
of the Byzantine Catholic Church, has graciously donated all 
of his time and energy to creating this for us.  He maintains 
it for us cost-free, as a donation to our parish.  
 
FAITH OUTREACH MINISTRY                   John Chomko 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION MINISTRY  -  Holy Mysteries 
(Sacraments) of Initiation are normally administered on the 
Sunday nearest to the 40th day after the birth of the child.  
Please notify the parish rectory as soon as you are 
aware that you are expecting a child.  Sister Ann 
Laszok, OSBM, from the Diocesan Pastoral Ministry Office 
will conduct special baptismal preparation sessions. These 
two sessions are for all expectant parents, the God-
parents and Grand-parents. Parents must be registered 
and active members of the parish. The two sessions will 
help you prepare FOR BIRTH and baptism of your 
child.  It is normal that a saint’s name be chosen for the 
child.  ELIGIBILITY FOR GODPARENT  -  One sponsor 
must be a practicing Catholic, attend Liturgy regularly, 
receive the Sacraments & fulfill all obligations and financial 
support to their parish, attested to by their pastor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION MINISTRY  -  Arrange-
ments for the Holy Mystery of Crowning are to be made at 
least 9 to 6 months in advance of the date of marriage by 
contacting the parish rectory.  Restating the obvious, clearly 
and loudly: under normal conditions, future Couples are ex-
pected to be active members of our parish for at least one 
year before the date of the marriage because the responsi-
bility for marriage preparation takes place at the parish 
level.  It is also required that you attend the PRE-CANA 
PROGRAM offered by the Office of Religious Education 
(ORE) for the Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy of Pittsburgh 
which contributes towards the usual preparations that occur 
on the parish level.  For the past ten years, the ORE has 
helped hundreds of couples prepare for the Mystery of Mar-
riage by sponsoring lessons that address topics pertinent to 
their future Catholic Christian marital lifestyle.  The location 
for the Pre-Cana Program is the Byzantine Catholic Cathe-
dral of St. John the Baptist, 210 Greentree Road, Munhall, 
PA 15120.  To print a Pre-Cana Program Registration Form, 
Please go to web site  at: http://www.archeparchy.or  
g.  You may also call the Office of Religious Education at 
412-322-8773 for more information.  Topics covered are: 
Eastern Spirituality & Traditions, Marriage Roles Today, 
Natural Family Planning, Worship in the Byzantine Church, 
Finances and the Theology of Crowning, Communication, 
etc.  They average 10-15 couples and there is usually a dif-
ferent speaker for each topic.  Registration for both lessons 
$125.00 paid by the couple.  Our Parish is billed another 
$125.00 afterwards.  Marriages at St John’s Parish will be 
celebrated only after all the normal spiritual requirements 
have been met to the Church’s satisfaction.  So, do not or-
der church halls or send out your invitations until you are 
absolutely sure that you took care of the spiritual prepara-
tions!!!  In fact, if the couple continues to choose to ignore 
them after being warned about this, then Father Pastor 
reserves the right to cancel the service, even as late as 24 
hours before the wedding. 
 
CREMATION - Burial is the preferred and traditional Chris-
tian funeral practice.  Although highly discouraged, crema-
tion is permitted for economic reasons, esp. if it is NOT 
done for anti-Christian reasons.  The cremation should oc-
cur after the funeral services are held in Church, since the 
presence of ashes in church is strongly discouraged.  The 
ashes are to be buried, by the pastor, or a delegated priest 
or deacon, performing the usual rite of interment. 

http://www.archeparchy.org/
http://www.archeparchy.org/
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“Catholic” comes from the Greek, meaning: 

“according-to-the-whole” or “universal” 
 

“Rite” or “Ritual Church” means “One of the twenty-one Eastern 
Catholic Sister Churches, who are simultaneously in Communion 

with the Church & Pope in Rome, while living their own dis-
tinctly non-Roman (non-Latin), and yet equally Apostolic Tradi-
tion (Theological, Spiritual, Liturgical & Canonical Heritage).” 


