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23rd  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: 
BRIGHT (GOLD) VESTMENTS.  Tone 6.  Matins Gospel # 1: Matthew 28:16-

20.  Forefeast of the Entrance of the Most Holy Mother of God into the Temple; Our 
Venerable Father and Confessor of the Faith Gregory of Decapolis (842); Our Holy Fa-
ther among the saints Proclus, Archbishop of Constantinople (446), the disciple and 
successor of Saint John Chrysostom (407); Commemoration of our venerable Mother 
the Blessed Josaphata Hordashevska, First Superior of the Sisters Servants of Mary 
Immaculate (+1919). 
   5:00 PM – DIVINE LITURGY (all English, recited)         SATURDAY, NOV. 19 
  +Maria Durkacz (Family)            Fr. Ivan 
 
There will be no 7:45 am MATINAL LITURGY on                 SUNDAY, NOV. 20 
  9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY (Ukrainian and Old Church Slavonic; choir) 
  God’s Blessings on Parishioners                                                         (Fr. Ivan) 
  11:30 AM - DIVINE LITURGY (English; congregational singing) 
+Natalia Bibyk (Irene & John Borodycia)                                          (Fr. Ivan) 
  4:00 PM - Live webcast at http://www.fordham.edu/Media/ honoring His 
Beatitude Patriarch Emeritus Lubomyr and current Patriarch Sviatoslav.  
 
  7:00 PM – in chapel: Great Vespers for Feast of Entrance of Mother of God 
 
At the Divine Liturgy in Ukrainian:        Тропар воскресний, глас 6, стор. 472 

Тропар передпразденства, глас 4:  Радість усім передвіщає нині 
Анна, * родивши супротивний печалі плід - єдину приснодіву, * яку і 
приводить, як сущий храм Бога Слова і Матір чисту, * молитви діючи, * 
днесь із радістю у храм Господній. 

Слава Отцю, і Сину, і Святому Духові, i нині, і повсякчас, і на віки 
віків.  Амінь. 

Кондак Передпразденства, глас 4: Днесь радістю сповнилася * 
вся вселенна * у славетному празнику Богородиці, * зовучи: 
« Вона є тінь небесна. » 
 
At the Divine Liturgy in English:    Troparion of Resurrection, Tone 6, page 473 or 349. 

Troparion of the pre-Feast, Tone 4: In advance does Anne now betroth 
all of us to a great joy, * for she has blossomed forth the only ever-
Virgin, * that fruit, which dispels all sadness. * Today Anne fulfills her 
vow with rejoicing, * as she presents to the Temple of the Lord ** the 
one, who is the true temple of the Word of God and His pure Mother. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. * Now and 
for ever, and ever.  Amen.  

Kondakion of the pre-Feast, Tone 4: Today the world is filled with joy * in 
the coming of the glorious feast of the Theotokos, * and it cries out in 
praise: ** She is indeed the heavenly dwelling place. 

http://www.fordham.edu/Media/
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THIRD OF TWELVE 
MAJOR FEASTS 
NOVEMBER 21 

FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE INTO THE 
TEMPLE OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY, 
THE MOTHER OF GOD AND EVER-
VIRGIN MARY [BRIGHT (BLUE) VEST-
MENTS]; the passing into eternal life 
of the holy faithful prince Yaropolk 
Izyaslavich (1086), called Peter in 
baptism, prince of Volodymyr-Volyn-
sky, grandson of Yaroslav the Wise 
and great-grandson of St. Volody-
myr the Great. 
 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 7:00 PM – 
GREAT VESPERS WITH LITIYA  
                  In the chapel 
Monday, Nov. 21, 9:30 AM – 
DIVINE LITURGY 
  +Emilia Levy (Leo & Verna 
Karchut & Family)      Fr. Ivan 

 
If you’re saying to yourself, “IF NOV. 21 IS A MAJOR FEAST, then WHY 

HAVE I NEVER HEARD ABOUT IT BEING SO BEFORE NOW?”, then HERE IS 
SOMETHING TO CONSIDER…  In times not so long ago, a spirit of 
minimalism entered the whole Catholic Church, not just into our Ukrainian 
Byzantine Greco-Catholic Church.  For example, in March of 2010, during 
the Lenten Mission at our parish, Fr. Reggie Russo OFM-Capuchin, told us a 
story of Blessed Pope John XXIII of Rome.  Apparently some reporters 
asked Blessed John, “How many people work at the Vatican?” and the jolly 
Pope said, “O about half of them.”  Likewise, so many catholics are such in 
name only, because they choose not to re-organize their lives in order to 
live fully their Life in Christ.  Fr. Reggie pointed out the three major “isms” 
of our times, which so-called “catholics” accept and embrace in their lives, 
consciously or subconsciously.  These “isms” then choke their Life in Christ 
and make it certain that all one ever does is to “survive” being a Christian, 
rather than actually THRIVE being a Christian.  Our Lord’s original desire for 
us is that we should THRIVE, not survive.  Using references to the 
conversion of the holy chief apostle Peter in the Scriptures, as an example, 
Father Reggie specifically targeted three ideas which are inconsistent with 
a true Life in Christ: individualism (What’s in it for me?), hedonism (If it feels 
good, do it, if it feels bad, run from it! (for example: praying for a longer time is incon-
venient or boring so let’s get the priests to shorten everything) and minimalism 
(What’s the least I have to do in order to be a member of the Church and to just 
squeeze by into heaven?)  Certainly, Minimalism entered the Latin-Roman Rite 
Church sooner than our Church simply because there were more of them 
numerically: The devil had a bigger target, it was easier to hit them.  Then, 
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mostly because we Byzantines-Ukrainians often had an inferiority complex, 
we simply mimicked what the Latins did, not ever critiquing it or stopping 
to ask ourselves, “THIS IS WHAT THE LATINS ARE DOING, BUT DOES THAT 
MAKE IT AUTOMATICALLY CORRECT FOR US TO IMITATE?” 

So, for example, our Church’s liturgy and spirituality teaches us that 
we have TWELVE MAJOR FEAST DAYS, and NOV 21 is one of them, but only 
six or so of them are ever called “Holy Days of Obligation.”  Do you see the 
problem?  On the one hand, we say that Easter, all Sundays + 12 is the 
maximum, but then we also say that Easter, Sundays + 6 is the minimum.  
Once we tell ourselves that there is a minimum that is “OK”, then it’s al-
most inevitable that we will very quickly forget and never notice that there 
even was, or is, a maximum that we should be striving for.  It’s sub-human 
nature for us to do so. 

So, if we had to “convince ourselves” all over again as to why we 
should consider all 12 feasts as “obligatory”, like our ancestors used to do, 
and this, not for legalistic, but for life-giving purposes, we cannot do this by 
always looking to see what our neighbors are doing. 

We, Ukrainian Catholics, have to learn to stand on our own two feet. 
Let’s review together what Fr. Deacon Daniel Dozier, in The Twelve 

Great Feasts of the Messiah and the Mother of God, (Fairfax, Virginia: 
Eastern Christian Publications, 2007), pages 16 and 37-38, writes when he 
explains the meaning of today’s feast in terms of the virtues of faith, hope 
and love.   

Each of the Twelve Major Feastdays has something to teach us about 
The Mission of the Messiah (Virtue of Faith).  Each Feast points our minds and 
hearts to Jesus and His saving mission on earth.  Many Old Testament prophecies and 
signs were fulfilled by Jesus and His Holy Mother.  In this feast, Mary is the living icon 
of both the Temple she enters and the Ark of the Covenant before which she dances.  
Her consecration as a virgin to God at the service of the Temple also refers to the fact 
that she will serve as the Temple of the Body of her Son and High Priest, Jesus Christ. 
Mary's virginity is preserved during this period of prayer and service as well as her later 
entrustment to Joseph as a testimony to the Divine Sonship of her Son, the Lord Je-
sus. 

Each of the Twelve Major Feastdays has something to teach us about 
Our Life in Christ (Virtue of Love).  Each Feast teaches us something about how 
we are called to be saved and to be holy.  We learn the path to theosis (being the 
children of God) by living according to the commandments to love God and our 
neighbor.  In this feast, Mary's innocence, purity of heart and total dedication to God is 
a witness to all of us of our own call in Christ to be innocent like doves, pure in heart 
and completely dedicated to the service of God and His holy Church.  Her joy before 
the presence of God in the Temple is an example of the resounding joy that we should 
have through the Gospel.  Joachim and Ann also teach us the importance of keeping 
our promises to God, no matter how difficult it may be. 

Each of the Twelve Major Feastdays has something to teach us about 
The Kingdom of God (Virtue of Hope).  Each Feast teaches us something about 
our life in the Kingdom of God here on earth and in heaven.  We learn through the 
Church's worship how we are to live in heaven after we die and when Jesus returns at 
the end of time.  Mary's entrance into the Temple and the Holy of Holies prefigures her 
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entrance into glory - body and soul (and spirit) - at the end of her life, where her joyful 
dance in the Holy Spirit continues for all eternity.  The glory that was given to her as 
the Theotokos - the Mother of God - is a foretaste of the glory that we will all receive 
at the consummation of the world. 

THE STORY BEHIND THE FEAST.  According to Holy Tradition, the Entry of 
the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple took place in the following manner.  
The parents of the Virgin Mary, Sts Joachim and Anna, praying for an end to their 
childlessness, vowed that if a child were born to them, they would dedicate it to the 
service of God.  When the Most Holy Virgin reached the age of three, the holy parents 
decided to fulfill their vow.  They gathered together their relatives and acquaintances, 
and dressed the All-Pure Virgin in Her finest clothes.  Singing sacred songs and with 
lighted candles in their hands, virgins escorted Her to the Temple (Ps. 44/45:14-15).  
There the High Priest Zechariah (father of St John the Baptizer) and several priests 
met the handmaiden of God.  In the Temple, fifteen high steps led to the sanctuary, 
which only the priests and High Priest could enter.  (Because they recited a Psalm on 
each step, Psalms 119/120-133/134 are called "Psalms of Ascent.")  The child Mary, so 
it seemed, could not make it up this stairway.  But just as they placed Her on the first 
step, strengthened by the power of God, She quickly went up the remaining steps and 
ascended to the highest one.  Then the High Priest, through inspiration from above, 
led the Most Holy Virgin into the Holy of Holies, where only the High Priest entered 
once a year to offer a purifying sacrifice of blood.  Therefore, all those present in the 
Temple were astonished at the most unusual occurrence of Marty entering the Holy of 
Holies and then dancing before the Ark of the Covenant.  After entrusting their child to 
the Heavenly Father, Joachim and Anna returned home.  The All-Holy Virgin remained 
in the quarters for virgins near the Temple.  According to the testimony of Holy Scrip-
ture (Exodus 38; 1 Kings 1: 28; Luke 2: 37), and also the historian Josephus Flavius, 
there were many living quarters around the Temple, in which those who were dedi-
cated to the service of God dwelt.  The earthly life of the Most Holy Theotokos from 
Her infancy until She was taken up to Heaven is shrouded in deep mystery.  Her life at 
the Jerusalem Temple was also a secret.  "If anyone were to ask me," said St Jerome, 
"how the Most Holy Virgin spent the time of Her youth, I would answer that that is 
known to God Himself and the Archangel Gabriel, Her constant guardian."  But there 
are accounts in Church Tradition, that during the All-Pure Virgin's stay at the Temple, 
She grew up in a community of pious virgins, diligently read the Holy Scripture, occu-
pied Herself with handicrafts, prayed constantly, and grew in love for God.  From an-
cient times, the Church has celebrated the Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theoto-
kos into the Temple.  Indications that the Feast was observed in the first centuries of 
Christianity are found in the traditions of Palestinian Christians, which say that the holy 
Empress Helen (+May 21, 327) built a church in honor of the Entry of the Most Holy 
Theotokos into the Temple.  St Gregory of Nyssa, in the fourth century, also mentions 
this Feast.  In the eighth century, Sts Germanus and Tarasius, Patriarchs of Constan-
tinople, delivered sermons on the Feast of the Entrance of the Mother of God. 

Troparion of Entrance of the Mother of God, Tone 1: 
Today is the prelude of the good pleasure of God * and the proclamation of 

salvation for the human race. * In the temple of God * the Virgin is clearly revealed, * 
and beforehand announces Christ to all. * To her, then, let us cry aloud with a mighty 
voice: ** Rejoice, fulfillment of the Creator's plan. 

Kontakion of Entrance of the Mother of God, Tone 4: 
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The Savior’s pure Temple, * the precious bridal chamber and Virgin, * the sacred 

treasury of the glory of God, * is brought today into the house of the Lord, * and with 
her she brings the grace * of the divine Spirit. * God’s angels sing in praise of her: ** 
She is indeed the heavenly dwelling place. 

Ikos of Entrance of the Mother of God 
I stand in awe at the wondrous works of God graciously manifested and fulfilled 

in the Virgin.  I cannot comprehend the strange and secret manner by which she alone 
was chosen from all creation to be made known as the Undefiled One.  I am unable to 
express in word or thought this ineffable mystery, yet I wish to praise her.  In 
confidence I dare to proclaim and extol her, saying: … “She is indeed the heavenly 
dwelling place.” 

TUESDAY (ACTS OF PENANCE ARE ENCOURAGED  
      ON ALL WEEKDAYS OF THE ST. PHILIP’S FAST)                                          NOVEMBER 22 
Post-feast of the Entrance of the Mother of God [BRIGHT (BLUE) VESTMENTS]; The Holy 
Apostles of the Seventy: Philemon (bishop of Gaza) and Those martyred with Him in 
Colossae: his wife Apphia, Archippus (bishop of Colossae) and Onesimus (disciple of 
St. Paul); the holy martyrs Cecilia, Valerian, Tiburtius and Maximus (c. 230); comme-
moration of martyrdom of the holy and blessed great prince Michael of Tver (1318). 
  9:00 AM  +Wm. & Maria Wanat (Family)    Fr. Ivan 
                  +Anna Husar (George Family)    Fr. Yaroslav 
 
Nov. 22:   7:00 PM – St. Philip’s Fast Moleben to Christ Emmanuel 

23rd WEDNESDAY   
  (ACTS OF PENANCE ARE ENCOURAGED ON ALL WEDNESDAYS)       NOVEMBER 23 
Post-feast of the Entrance of the Mother of God [BRIGHT (BLUE) VESTMENTS]; Our Holy 
Fathers among the saints Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium (395) and friend of Saints 
Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus; and Gregory, Bishop of Agrigentum (680); 
our holy father Amphilochius, Bishop of Volodymyr-Volyn (1122). 

CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN TODAY INSTEAD OF FRIDAY, NOV. 25th 
  9:00 AM   +Nicholas Mahouski, Sr. (Nicholas Mahouski, Jr.) Fr. Yaroslav 

23RD  THURSDAY (ACTS OF PENANCE ARE ENCOURAGED ON ALL WEEKDAYS OF THE ST. 
PHILIP’S FAST)                                                                                    NOVEMBER 24 
Post-feast of the Entrance of the Mother of God [BRIGHT (BLUE) VESTMENTS] AND 
THANKSGIVING DAY; Holy Great-Martyr Catherine of Alexandria (310-13); Holy 
Great-Martyr Mercurius the Armenian in Caesarea in Cappadocia (251-259); holy 
priest-martyr Mercurius, bishop of Smolensk, miracleworker (1238). 
  9:30 AM    God’s Blessings on Parishioners      Fr. Ivan and Fr. Yaroslav 

23rd   FRIDAY  (DARK (RED) VESTMENTS, BECAUSE ACTS OF PENANCE ARE OBLIGATORY 
ON ALL FRIDAYS)                                                                                 NOVEMBER 25 
Leave-taking of the Feast of the Entrance of the Most Holy Mother of God into the 
Temple [BRIGHT (BLUE) VESTMENTS]; Our Holy Father among the saints & Priest-martyr 
Clement, Pope of Rome (101); our father among the saints & priest-martyr, Peter, 
Bishop of Alexandria (311-312) who died by the grave of the holy apostle Mark; the 
holy Peter of Galatia, the silent one (429); the holy Saints: Clement (916), Bishop of 
Ochrid & Equal of the Apostles, and Naum, Sava, Gorazd & Angelar, who were Slavs & 
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disciples of Sts Cyril & Methodius. 
CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED & NO DIVINE LITURGY THIS MORNING 

23rd  SATURDAY                                                                             NOVEMBER 26 
Our Venerable Father and Deacon Alypius the Stylite (610-41) at Hadrianopolis in 
Paphlagonia; the Blessing in 1051 of the Church of the Holy Great-Martyr George 
(Yuriy, Yurko) which is in Kyiv, before the Gates of Holy Wisdom (Sviata Sophia) 
Cathedral (built 1019-1054); the holy Nikon, teacher of repentance in Armenia (998).  

NO DIVINE LITURGY ON THIS SATURDAY MORNING  

24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: 
       BRIGHT (GOLD) VESTMENTS.  Tone 7.  Matins Gospel # 2: Mark 16:1-8.  The 
Holy Great-Martyr James of Persia (422) (in Portugal his feast is kept on May 22); Our 
Venerable Father Palladius (6th-7th century); commemoration of the miraculous icon of 
the Theotokos, called “Sign-Знаменна”, in Novhorod in 1170. 
 
   5:00 PM – DIVINE LITURGY (all English, recited)         SATURDAY, NOV. 26 
  +Peter Fedyshin (Family)            Fr. Ivan 
 
There will be no 7:45 am MATINAL LITURGY on                 SUNDAY, NOV. 27 
  9:00 AM - DIVINE LITURGY (Ukrainian and Old Church Slavonic; choir) 
  +Daria Drechsler (St. John’s Church Choir)                                       (Fr. Ivan) 
  11:30 AM - DIVINE LITURGY (English; congregational singing) 
+ God’s Blessings on Parishioners                                                         (Fr. Ivan) 

ПИЛИПІВКА - 15 листопада до 23 грудня 
Традиційно, строгий піст у понеділок, середу та п’ятницю, із полегшенням у 

вівторок, і четвер.  Загально говорячи, між християнами на Сході в суботу й неділю 
немає посту.  Піст, котрий обходимо 25 листопада залишається як таким.  
Від 20 до 23 грудня творимо так зване Передпразденство, тоді коли зви-
чайно відбувається уздоблення домів та всі інші підготовки до празника.  
Хоча в наших часах звільнено правила про строгий піст й заборону весільних за-
бав, правила щодо Молитви й Милостині (діл милосердя) надалі зобов’язують всіх, 
як це було в попередніх віках.  Звичайно на 24 грудня маємо традиційно строгий 
піст від набілу і м’ясних страв, але тому що цього року Різдво випадає в неділю, піст 
й Царські Часи переносимо на п’ятницю, 23 грудня.  Молебен Пилипівки до Христа 
Еммануїла служитиметься; просимо слідкувати за дальшими оголошеннями в 
тижневику. 

ST. PHILIP’S FAST, in Ukrainian: PILIPEEVKA 
On the Gregorian (new) calendar: NOVEMBER 15-DECEMBER 23 

As each Christian is called to ongoing repentance and amendment of life, the ancient 
practice of fasting is to be maintained.  The following rules apply to those Catholics who 
have been baptized in the Ukrainian-Byzantine Catholic Church regardless of which par-
ish one attends.  Also, according to the 1999 Pastoral Guide, "Art. 170 - Although every 
Catholic may fulfill his obligation of assisting at the Divine Liturgy, Vespers or Matins on 
Sundays and holy days in any Catholic church, our faithful should as a rule attend 
their own parish church."    

1) Fasting or abstaining on all Wednesdays of the entire church year is still tradition-
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ally encouraged, but no longer obligatory.  Originally this day’s fast was a way of 
honoring the day when our Lord was betrayed and of contemplating that we do 
not fall into the same sin. 

2) According to the 1999 Pastoral Guide, in the Archeparchy of Philadelphia, and the 
Eparchies of Stamford and St Nicholas in Chicago: all those from children who have 
completed their 7th year to adults who have completed their 59th year, as a way of 
honoring the day when our Lord was crucified, must do Works of Penance (see 
# 9, 10 & 11 below), which must include abstaining from meat, on each and every 
Friday of the whole year. 

3) According to Very Rev. Fr. Monsignor George Appleyard, Protosyncellus of our dio-
cese and Protopresbyter of our deanery, in our Eparchy of St. Josaphat of Parma, 
Ohio: all those from children who have completed their 14th year to adults who 
have completed their 59th year, as a way of honoring the day when our Lord was 
crucified, must do Works of Penance (see # 9, 10 & 11 below), which may or may 
not include abstaining from meat, on each and every Friday of the whole year. 

4) In numbers (2) and (3) above, the only exceptions are certain fast-free or “Privi-
leged weeks”, or if Friday occurs on a Feast of our Lord or of the Mother of God.  
The usual penitential rules for the Friday after Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 
2011, are NOT mitigated, unless one asks for permission to do so from one’s Pastor 
or Father Confessor.   

5) Abstaining from meat, in addition to eating only one full meal and a smaller snack, 
obliges all on Christmas Eve, December 24, and on Theophany Eve, January 5, but 
only if these feasts do not occur on a Saturday or Sunday because Eastern Christ-
ians do not fast or abstain on a Day of Rest (Saturday) or a Day of Celebration 
(Sunday).  The custom of also abstaining from all “dairy foods” on these two eves 
is traditional, but no longer obligatory.  “Dairy foods” include products derived from 
mammals and birds such as milk, eggs, lard, cheese, etc. and their by-products.  In 
2011, Christmas occurs on a Sunday; therefore the Service of the Royal Hours and 
the strict fasting that would normally occur on Christmas Eve (Dec 24) are both 
transferred to Friday, December 23rd.        

6) Pregnant and nursing mothers, the ill and infirm, those who work at hard physical 
labor and the “very poor” (living on alms) are excused from fasting and abstinence.  

7) Traditionally, during St. Philip’s Fast, from November 15 thru December 23, a strict 
fast - with other acts of penance - was kept on Monday’s, Wednesday’s, and Fri-
day’s, with a lesser fast or abstinence on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s. 

8) Holy day preparations and decorations are normally attended to be-
tween December 20-23 which is called the Fore-Feast, or Pre-Feast, of 
Christmas. 

9) Although in our times the rules for Fasting and Wedding Receptions 
have been mitigated, the rules for Prayer and Almsgiving (Spiritual and 
Corporal Works of Mercy) continue to oblige all, as it was in ages past. 

10) Voluntary penance, prayers for the intentions of the hierarchs of the Church, 
the Bishop of Rome, the Patriarch (Major Archbishop), the Metropolitan, and the 
Eparchial Bishop; voluntary offerings to the Church, the seminaries, the Church in 
Ukraine, self-denial of alcohol, smoking, attendance at entertainment, etc., may be 
supplementary only with the explicit permission of your Father Confessor.  Attend-
ing or hosting so called “Christmas parties” should be avoided as much 
as possible until after the feast has occurred (Dec. 25). 
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11) Bread and water alone is a good fast for those who are able to do it without 

causing harm to their physical health.   
12) Following the custom of the Latins, our Ukrainian Catholic eparchial bishop 

can dispense all the faithful of our eparchy, as well as any individual persons, for a 
good reason from any of these fasting prescriptions.  A pastor may also dispense 
any of his individual parishioners for a good reason.  A pastor cannot, however, 
dispense the entire parish. 

 
The St Philip’s Fast Moleben to Christ Emmanuel will be served mostly on Tuesday 

evenings.  Please see church bulletin for dates and times. 
 

Діла Милосердя для Душі й Духа:  (1) грішника навернути, (2) невіжу нав-
чити, (3) у сумніві порадити, (4) сумного потішити, (5) кривду терпеливо 
зносити, (6) образу з серця прощати, (7) за живих і померлих молитися, на 
приклад, жертвувати на Парастас, чи Бож. Літургію.  Чи не Найкращий 
Подарунок це замовити Службу Божу за здоровля ваших рідних і друзів?  Діла 
Милосердя для Тіла: (1) голодного нагодувати, (2) спраглого напоути, (3) наго-
го зодягнути, (4) подорожнього в дім прийняти, (5) недужому послужити, (6) 
в'язня відвідати, (7) померлого похоронити.  

Corporal Works of Mercy (in the Early Church, what deacons should 
model for us): feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, 
visiting the imprisoned, sheltering the homeless, visiting the sick and burying the 
dead.  Spiritual Works of Mercy (in the Early Church, what priests should 
model for us): counseling the doubtful, instructing the ignorant, admonishing sin-
ners, comforting the afflicted, forgiving offences, bearing wrongs patiently, praying 
for the living and the dead ! 

A REMINDER FROM OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS, 
JOHN CHRYSOSTOM (+407 AD) 

Do you keep the fast?  Give me proof of it by your works.  If you see a poor man, 
take pity on him.  If you see a friend being honored, do not envy him.  Do not let only 
your mouth fast, but also the eye, and the feet, and the hands and all the members of 
our bodies.  Let the hands fast, by being free of avarice.  Let the feet fast, by ceasing to 
run after sin.  Let the eyes fast, by disciplining them not to glare at that which is sinful.  
Let the ears fast by not listening to evil talk and rumors and gossip.  Let the mouth fast 
from foul words and unjust criticism.  For what good is it if we abstain from birds and 
fishes, but bite and devour our brothers and sisters? 

ЧИТАННЯ ІЗ СВЯТОГО ПИСЬМА 
23-ГОЇ НЕДІЛІ ПІСЛЯ П’ЯТИДЕСЯТНИЦІ: 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THE 
23-RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: 

На Вечірній Літургії - At the Vesperal Liturgy: three optional readings 
(1) БУТТЯ - (First Book of Moses) Genesis 3:1-19;  (2) ІСАІЯ - Isaiah 7:10-

17;  (3) ІСАІЯ - Isaiah 8:1-4 and 8:9-13; and then … 
(4) На Утренній Літургії, Новий Завіт, Перше Утренне Євангеліє: ВІД 

МАТЕЯ СВЯТОГО ЄВАНГЕЛІЯ (БЛАГОВІСТУВАННЯ) ЧИТАННЯ:  Одного 
разу, одинадцять учнів пішли в Галилею на гору, куди їм призначив Ісус.  
Побачивши його, вони вклонились йому; але деякі сумнівались.  Ісус приступив і 
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промовив до них: « Дана мені всяка влада на небі й на землі.  Ідіть, отже, 
навчайте усі народи: хрестячи їх в ім’я (+) Отця, і Сина, і Святого Духа, навчаючи 
їх берегти все, що я вам заповідав.  Ось я з вами по всі дні, аж до кінця віку. 
Амінь. » (28:16-20). 

(4) At the Matinal Liturgy: New Testament: First Matinal Gospel: A Read-
ing from the Holy Gospel according to MATTHEW:  [At that time,] the eleven 
disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  And 
when they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.  And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  Go, there-
fore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the (+) Father, 
and of the Son, and of Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.  [Amen.]” 
(28:16-20). 

(5) На Божественній Літургії, Апостол 23-гої Неділі після П’ятидесят-
ниці: Новий Завіт: ДО ЕФЕСЯН ПОСЛАННЯ СВЯТОГО АПОСТОЛА ПАВЛА 
ЧИТАННЯ:  Браття!  Ми всі колись жили в наших похотях тілесних, виконуючи 
примхи тіла й природних нахилів, і ми були з природи дітьми гніву, як і інші.  Але, 
Бог, який багатий милосердям, з великої своєї любови, якою полюбив нас, мерт-
вих нашими гріхами, оживив нас разом із Христом (через Хрещення): благодаттю 
ви спасені.  І, разом із ним, воскресив нас, і разом посадив на небі у Христі Ісусі, 
щоб у майбутніх віках він міг показати надзвичайне багатство своєї благодаті у 
своїй доброті до нас у Христі Ісусі.  Бо ви спасені “благодаттю” (незаслуженою 
ласкою) через віру.  І це не від нас: воно дар Божий.  Не від діл, щоб ніхто не міг 
похвалитися.  Бо ми його сотворіння, сотворені у Христі Ісусі для добрих діл, які 
Бог уже наперед був приготував, щоб ми чинили.   (2: [3] 4-10) 

(5) At the Divine Liturgy: EPISTLE READING FOR THE 23-RD SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST: New Testament: A READING FROM THE LETTER OF 
SAINT PAUL, THE APOSTLE, TO THE EPHESIANS (though uncertain, most agree 
that it was written by Paul from Rome sometime between 61-63 A.D.):  Brethren!   We 
all once lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
and so we were by nature children deserving of God’s wrath, even as the rest.  
But, God, being rich in mercy, through His great love with which He loved us, even 
when we were dead through the trespasses, made us alive together with Christ — by 
grace you are saved, — and raised us up together with Him, and made us to sit 
together with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the coming ages He 
would show the exceeding riches of His grace, in kindness toward us, in Christ Jesus. 
For by grace you are saved through faith, and that is not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should “walk” 
(live) in them.  (2: [3] 4-10)  Text in italics have been added for clarity; they 
are based on the remainder of the Letters. 

Some parishes maintain the so-called “Lucan Jump”, and thus they read 
the 26th gospel of Luke 12:16-21; others, do NOT observe the Lucan jump 
and thus they read the 23rd gospel of Luke 8:26-39.  In either case, those 
responsible for preaching should consult with their Father Pastor to see 
what is being done locally in their own parish. 

(6) На Божественній Літургії: Євангеліє 26-тої Неділі після П’ятиде-
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сятниці: Новий Завіт: ВІД ЛУКИ СВЯТОГО ЄВАНГЕЛІЯ (БЛАГОВІСТУ-
ВАННЯ) ЧИТАННЯ: В той час, коли Ісус учив своїх учнів, сказав до нього хтось 
із народу: « Скажи братові моєму, щоб поділився зо мною спадщиною. »  Ісус 
промовив до нього: « Чоловіче, хто настановив мене суддею або розподілювачем 
над вами? »  Далі промовив до них: « Глядіть і бережіться всякої зажерливости, 
бо не від надміру того, що хто має, залежить його життя. »  Він розповів їм цю 
притчу: « В одного багача земля вродила гарно.  Почав він міркувати, кажучи 
сам до себе: Що мені робити?  Не маю де звезти урожай мій.  І каже: Ось що я 
зроблю: розберу мої стодоли, більші побудую і зберу туди все збіжжя і ввесь мій 
достаток, і скажу душі моїй: Душе моя, маєш добра багато в запасі на багато ро-
ків!  Спочивай, їж, пий і веселися!  А Бог сказав до нього: Безумний, цієї ж ночі 
душу-життя візьмуть у тебе, і те, що ти зібрав, кому воно буде?  Отак воно з тим, 
хто збирає для себе, замість багатіти у Бога » (12: [13-15] 16-21) 

(6) At the Divine Liturgy, GOSPEL READING for the 26th SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST: New Testament: A READING FROM THE HOLY GOSPEL AC-
CORDING TO LUKE (written, either from Greece or from Asia Minor, circa 70-80 
A.D.):  At that time, when Jesus was teaching his disciples, some one from the crowd 
said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  But He said 
to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?”  And He said to them, 
“Take heed and beware of all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of the things he possesses.”  Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: 
“The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.  And he thought within himself, 
saying, “What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?”  So he said, “I will 
do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops 
and my goods.  And I will say to my soul-self:  “My Soul, You have many goods laid up 
for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.””  But God said to him, 
“Fool !  This night your soul-life 1 will be required of you; then whose will those things 
be which you have provided?”  “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not 
rich in what matters toward God.” (NKJV – Luke 12: [13-15] 16-21) 

НАСТУПНОЇ НЕДІЛІ: (27 листопада, 2011): ЧИТАННЯ ІЗ СВЯТОГО ПИСЬМА: 
24-тої Неділі після П’ятидесятниці.  На Вечірній Літургії, неділі: 
(1) (Друга Книга Мойсея) Вихід 19:1-13; (2) Ісаїя 6:1-12; (3) Єремія 
11:1-12; На Утренній Літургії, неділі: (4) від МАРКА 16:1-8.  На Євхаристій-
ній (Божественній) Літургії, неділі: (5) до Ефесян 2:14-22; (6) від ЛУКИ 
13:10-17.  За-амвонна Молитва: св. Івана Золотоустого # 1, або звичайна 
(тобто св. Василія Великого). 

                                                           
1 The Greek word “psychē” literally means “breath, breath of life, living being” or “soul”.  And even 
when it means “soul”, it can still mean three different things.  The first meaning of “soul” is the seat of 
feelings, desires, affections, aversions, for example, when we say “my heart.”  The second meaning of 
“soul” is “an essence which differs from the body and is not dissolved by death, for example when we 
say “I have a mortal body and an immortal soul.”  But the third usage of the word “soul” means “the 
(human) soul in so far as it doesn’t truly become a fulfilled soul until it correctly uses the aids offered to 
it by God in order for it to attain to its highest potential of eternal blessedness.”  In this latter sense, 
the “psychē-soul” is regarded not so much as something separate from the body, but as a description 
of the entire human being from the perspective of quality as well as quantity: body, soul and spirit 
comprising “a moral being designed for everlasting life”.  This is why the NAB English text gives the 
more accurate translation of “self” and “life” in those places where the NKJV English text merely uses 
“soul” and “soul”, above. 
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NEXT SUNDAY: Scripture Readings for November 27, 2011: Scripture 
Readings for the 24th Sunday after Pentecost.  At the Vesperal Liturgy, for 
Sunday: (1) (Second Book of Moses) Exodus 19:1-13; (2) Isaiah 6:1-12; 
(3) Jeremiah 11:1-12.  At the Matinal Liturgy, for Sunday: (4) Mark 16:1-8.  At 
the Eucharistic (Divine) Liturgy, for Sunday: (5) Ephesians 2:14-22; (6) Luke 
13:10-17.  Amvon Prayer: St. John Chrysostom # 1: “What praise or what hymn…”, 
or the usual one by St. Basil the Great: “O Lord, you bless those who bless you…”. 

PRAYER FOR A SPIRITUAL CANOPY 
Adapted from the prayer written by Robert Abel and published at 
http://www.romancatholicrevival.com/catholic_seminars/catholic_revival_prayers.htm
 
Almighty and merciful Father, we come before you to intercede on behalf of Your 

[one] holy Catholic [and apostolic] Church [which is actually a communion of 22 ritual 
Catholic Sister Churches, wherein the Church in Rome is both “Mother” and “Sister”].  
We beseech You, Lord, to send forth Your purifying fire to cleanse every aspect of our 
parish community.  We ask that You establish an impenetrable spiritual canopy around 
our Saint John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Parish where we worship.  Please wash 
and purify everything inside this spiritual canopy with Your most precious blood, Lord 
Jesus Christ.  We ask You to send forth Your angelic army to strike down and destroy 
all forms of demonic spirits that have come against Your [One] Holy Catholic [and Ap-
ostolic] Church.  Destroy and bind to the abyss all demons and their devices that have 
access to our parish through the sins of idolatry (one of which You point out to us in 
Matthew 19:16-26) and superstitious behaviors.  Send forth Your warring angels to 
strike down and destroy all anti-Christ spirits, religious spirits, and any other demonic 
spirits of perversion, stagnation, and complacency.  Drive out all demonic spirits of 
division and isolation that have been preventing Your Holy Spirit’s bond of brotherly 
love.  Send forth Your power to create in our community a desire for authentic 
Christian koinonia (communion-fellowship).  Help us to establish the loving bonds of a 
healthy, caring community.  Drive out all demonic spirits of oppression and heaviness 
that are militating against Your Holy Spirit’s gift of joy-filled celebration, sanctification, 
and freedom in Christ.  We ask You to destroy all demonic spirits of fear, shame, self-
condemnation, false forms of guilt, unhealthy desires to suffer, and all other forms of 
unworthiness.  Send forth Your Holy Spirit to lead our entire congregation [those pre-
sent here, those absent for honorable reasons and those who visit with us this day] 
into Your heavenly courts to experience Your loving presence.  Flood the minds and 
hearts of everyone who enters through the doors of our parish community with an 
authentic spirit of praise, as we bow down and worship Your magnificent presence.  
For to You Almighty and merciful Father belong all glory, honor and worship, together 
with Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, with Whom You are blessed, to-
gether with Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of 
ages.  Amen. 

PRAYER FOR BISHOPS 
Heavenly Father, in these trying times when the spirit of the age threatens 

Christian values, give our bishops holiness of life and wisdom to direct and guide our ep-
archial/diocesan families so that we may grow in Your love.  We pray that You grant 
them strength and power in prudently guiding Your spiritual flocks entrusted to them, 
and that they may enrich those over whom they watch, that together with the flocks 

http://www.romancatholicrevival.com/catholic_seminars/catholic_revival_prayers.htm
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committed to their care, they may attain eternal life through Your Only-begotten Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, with Whom You are blessed, together with Your all-holy, good and 
life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen. 

Special PETITIONS modified for use in the Great Ekteniya (Litany of Peace), 
originally intended for use in the Insistent Litany (Ekteniya of Fervent Suppli-

cation) 

PETITION COMMONLY USED IN MANY OF OUR EPARCHIES: 
Deacon:  Since the Lord, Jesus Christ, Our God, told us to pray for vocations to 

the spiritual life, saying; "The harvest is great, but the workers are few.  Ask the harvest 
master to send out workers to gather his harvest" (Mat. 9: 37-38), that our Lord would 
call and send our Church, good and generous souls from among our youth to become 
good and fervent sisters, brothers, nuns, monks, deacons, and priests, let us pray to the 
Lord.   

PETITIONS requested by His Beatitude Patriarch Lubomyr Cardinal Husar, 12-28-2009 
Deacon:  Uniting our hearts in prayer for a better future for Ukraine under the 

protection of the Mother of God (Theotokos), let us pray to the Lord.   

PETITION mandated by His Grace Bishop Robert in a letter dated  9-18-2008, 
 at the Request of the League of Ukrainian Catholics: 

Deacon:  That God’s faithful Servant Metropolitan Andrey (Sheptytsky), together 
with all of our Church’s holy Martyrs and Confessors of Faith in Christ, be glorified among 
the saints, let us pray to the Lord. 

Petitions for St Philips’ Fast, from Nov 15 to Dec 23: 
Deacon: Щоб утвердитися святій Христовій Церкві по всьому світі як видимим 
знаменом близини Царства Божого, щоб вірні, в євангельській надії і вбожестві, 
сміло очікували Спаса, хто гряде справдити жителів нового небесного Єрусалиму, 
молимось Тобі: вислухай нас, Господи, і помилуй 

   We also pray that the Church of Christ be established throughout the world as 
a visible sign of the nearness of the reign of God, so that in evangelical hope and poverty 
believers may confidently await the Savior who is coming to confirm the citizens of new 
and heavenly Jerusalem, we implore You, Lord, hear us and have mercy. 

Deacon: Щоб во Христі сестри і брати наші на Україні (і по всьому світі), які пере-
слідувані нині вчинками темряви, знайшли силу в надії справедливого суду, що 
погубить несправедливість людей, усердно молимось Тобі, Отче праведний і Боже 
всякої утіхи: вислухай нас і милостиво помилуй 

   We also pray that our brothers and sisters who are persecuted by the works 
of darkness may find power in the hope of a just (righteous) judgment which will destroy 
all injustice, we earnestly implore You, O righteous Father and God of all consolation, 
hear us and graciously have mercy. 

Deacon: Щоб у святий цей посний час, самі себе і один одного присвячуючи на 
приготування путі (дороги) Тому хто гряде, благий Дух Його благодаті знизив гори 
гріхів і прогрішень наших і вирівняв криві наші дороги, молимось: Господи, 
вислухай і помилуй 

   We also pray, as we dedicate ourselves and one another during this holy time 
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of fasting to preparing a path for the One who is coming, that the good Spirit of His 
grace would level the mountains of our sins and failings, and make our crooked ways 
straight, we implore You, Lord, hear us and have mercy. 

Deacon: Щоб Божа любов, спонукуючи нас до наслідування Господа Ісуса в Його 
подвизі примирення людей до Отця і до один одного, творила нас учасниками 
спасенного діла притягнення всього докупи у згоді й мирі, усильно молимось: 
вислухай нас, Боже, і помилуй 

   We also pray that the love of God, which urges us to imitate the Lord Jesus in 
His struggle to reconcile us to the Father and to each other, would make us sharers in 
the saving work of drawing all things together in harmony and peace, we fervently 
implore You, Lord, hear us and have mercy. 

NOVEMBER 20, 2011 - PRO-LIFE MESSAGE AND PETITION 
In 2004 California voters approved Proposition 71 allocating $3 billion of state tax-

payer funds for embryonic stem cell research.  Some 7 years later, the San Diego Union 
Tribune notes that although the state-created California Institute of Regernerative Medi-
cine has been involved in important research, “there has not been a blockbuster break-
through of the kind that proponents in 2004 seemed to imply was just around the corner 
in terms of converting research into applied medical treatments and cures.”  This comes 
from a newspaper that endorsed Proposition 71.  San Diego Union Tribune, 6/29/11. 

Deacon: For men and women in pain because of their participation in an abortion, 
that they may turn to the Good Shepherd for healing, let us pray to the Lord. 

POPE BENEDICT XVI’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR NOVEMBER 2011 
General Intention: We also pray for the Eastern Churches, that their 

venerable tradition may be known and appreciated as a spiritual treasure for 
the entire Church, … 

Missionary Intention: …and that the African continent may find in Christ the 
strength to fulfill the path of reconciliation and justice, indicated in the 
second Synod of Bishops for Africa, we pray You, Lord, hear and have mercy. 

POPE BENEDICT XVI’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR DECEMBER 2011 
General Intention: We also pray that the nations of the earth, through 

knowledge and mutual respect, may grow in harmony and peace, … 
Missionary Intention: …and that children and young people may be messengers 

of the Gospel and that their dignity may always be respected and preserved from all 
violence and exploitation, we pray You, Lord, hear and have mercy. 

PROPOSAL for ACOLYTE ASSIGNMENTS 
If servers would like this to be modified, they are asked to notify the office: 

5:00 PM — SATURDAYS: David Sawczak; Rick Sawczak 
7:30 AM — SUNDAYS: Antony Chirovsky 

9:00 AM  — SUNDAYS: Joseph Levy; Michael Levy; 
Mark Rad; Andrew Hodowanec 

11:30 AM — SUNDAYS: Drew Buckholt; Antony Chirovsky 

LECTOR ASSIGNMENTS FOR NOVEMBER 2011 

23rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST and PREFEAST OF ENTRANCE OF MOTHER 



14 
OF GOD INTO THE TEMPLE: Ephesians 2:4-10 

Saturday, November 19, 2011 – 5:00 PM – Stephanie Vargo 
Sunday, November 20, 2011 – 9:00 AM – Joan Hess 

Sunday, November 20, 2011 – 11:30 AM – Linda Chomko 

24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
and VENERATION OF OUR LADY OF THE SIGN: Ephesians 2:14-22 

Saturday, November 26, 2011 – 5:00 PM – Joanne Giancola 
Sunday, November 27, 2011 – 9:00 AM – Irene Borodycia 
Sunday, November 27, 2011 – 11:30 AM – Linda Chomko 

ARCHEPARCHIAL - ARCHDIOCESAN NEWSPAPER: 
Our Philadelphia Archdiocesan newspaper, The Way, is available in both languages; 
Ukrainian and English but is no longer printed and sent out to people’s homes.  How-
ever, those who wish, may access it at www.ukrarcheparchy.us or you can sign up to 
receive it in your emails by writing to  theway@ukrarcheparchy.us  

OUR ST JOHN’s PARISH WEB SITE 
To see our parish web site please go to http://stjohnspittsburgh.com/

ONGOING CHURCH AUXILIARY PROJECTS 
SARRIS “Candy Sales” - ENJOY books - GFS Marketplace 

The Church Auxiliary is once again selling a variety of Sarris chocolate bars 
(including pretzel, dark chocolate, plain milk chocolate, chocolate with almonds, 
crispies, peanut butter and caramel) for only $1.00 each.  Normally sales are on 
Thursdays and Sundays after the Divine Liturgies.  If you attend Saturday evening 
services, please see Margie Klimko or Diane Vargo if you wish to buy some delicious 
candy at a bargain price.  Also we are selling ENJOY books at $ 27.00 each.  Please 
see Rose Breen or Margie Klimko about the books. 

As you purchase food, you can save money and help your church at the same 
time.  GFS Marketplace is a store that offers a variety of food, cleaning products, pa-
per items, etc. at prices comparable to the discount warehouses–except there is no 
membership fee and our church gets a rebate on the items that you purchase.  There 
are flyers that describe the program.  Also on this flyer is an application for a free 
membership card and a coupon for $10.00 off a $50.00 purchase.  The closest GFS 
Marketplace store is on Route 51.  There is also one across from Costco’s in Robinson 
and one in Monroeville.  You can also sign up at our parish web site at 
http://www.stjohnspittsburgh.com/, under “Updates” where it says “Like to shop?” 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15 to MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2011 
CHURCH AUXILIARY: HERE AND THERE 

During St Philips’ Fast our Church Auxiliary usually conducts a collection for the 
poor and needy.  The Church Auxiliary invites you to join us as we share our blessings 
with others.  As we all know life is difficult for many people both here and in Ukraine.  
In previous years, we collected non-perishable food items for the food bank at St. 
Paul's Monastery during St. Phillip's Fast.  Then, during Lent (Great Fast), we collected 
for the orphanage in Ukraine.  This November, we will be collecting for both here and 
there---the food bank here in Pittsburgh and for the children there in Ukraine. 

There will be containers in church for non-perishable food items for the food 
bank at St. Paul's Monastery, and envelopes for contributions for the orphans.  You 

http://www.ukrarcheparchy.us/
mailto:theway@ukrarcheparchy.us
http://stjohnspittsburgh.com/
http://www.stjohnspittsburgh.com/
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can place these envelopes in a special box located in the front of the church.  

Whether you give to the food bank or to the orphans or to both, your gifts will be 
much appreciated.  Please bring the non-perishable food items for the food bank to 
church before December 5, 2011, since they are usually then blessed during the Great 
Vespers for the Feast of our Holy Father Nicholas.  More details to follow as they 
become available. 

PYROHY MAKING AND SELLING AT OUR OWN ST. JOHN’S PARISH 
We thank all of our wonderful and hard-working volunteers this week.  We needs 

extra help, so if you find that you have time on your hands, please come and 
volunteer your time.  You can place your orders on Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings, when food preparations occur.  The gross total income for No-
vember 17, 2011 was:  $ 2,337.00. 

APARTMENTS FOR SENIORS: 
Sheptytsky Arms and St. George Close have apartments available for seniors who can 
live independently.  If anyone is interested, please call Char Rumsky at 412-766-8802 
or Sr. Olga Marie at 412-766-6354. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2011 – 4:00 PM 
FORDHAM UNIVERSITY HONORS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
LEADERS: HIS EMINENCE LUBOMYR CARDINAL HUSAR AND HIS 

BEATITUDE MAJOR ARCHBISHOP SVIATOSLAV SHEVCHUK. 
Fordham will host the Tribute to Ukrainian Catholic 

Church Leaders in University Church on the Rose Hill cam-
pus (Bronx).  You are invited to the Unveiling/Blessing 
of Coat-of-Arms of Lubomyr Cardinal Husar, Major 
Archbishop Emeritus, Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Class of 1966, Fordham Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences and the conferral of an honorary doctorate 
on Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk, New 
Prelate of the 

Ukrainian 
Catholic 

Church, Grand 
Chancellor of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University.  This event is being hosted by 
Fordham University in conjunction with the 
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation.  
For additional information, visit 
www.fordham.edu/ukrainiancatholic.  The 
event will be streamed live and below is a 
link from the Fordham website that will allow you to watch the ceremony.  Please pass 
along this link to others who you believe would be interested.  Live webcast at 
http://www.fordham.edu/Media/. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2011  –  ZITI DINNER 
  St. Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 116 Ella St., Mc Kees Rocks, PA  15136 will 
hold a Ziti dinner on Sunday, November 20, 2011 from 11 AM to 5 PM.  Tickets are 
$8.00 for adults. Children 12 and under are Free if accompanying an adult. There will 

http://www.fordham.edu/ukrainiancatholic
http://www.fordham.edu/Media/
http://www.fordham.edu/Media/
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be a bake sale, eat in or take-out and a Chinese auction. The dinner includes 2 
meatballs, salad, Mancini bread and coffee. 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 20, 2011: YOUTH GROUP 
HOLY TRINITY UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

The parish youth group is open to all “teenagers”—generally 7th grade through 
college—and is a function of Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in Carnegie.  This 
group typically meets in the church hall from 5:00pm to 6:30pm on the third 
Sunday evening of the month, unless otherwise noted.  The youth group is an active 
group and has a schedule of events planned for the fall 2011.  The parish youth group 
is a safe and holy environment for teenagers and young adults, and provides a forum 
for young people to discuss issues relevant to their lives (sports, dating, school, family, 
money, etc.) in the light of our faith as Ukrainian Catholics. 

November 20, 5:00 pm: Topic: “Asking for Forgiveness”:  How do we ask for 
forgiveness from God? How should we prepare ourselves for confession, for asking 
God to forgive us?  Do you find it difficult to go to confession to ask for forgiveness 
from God?   Why/why not? 

December 18, 5:00 pm: Topic: “Being Forgiven”:  What is the priest’s role 
when we ask for God’s forgiveness?  How does God show that He has forgiven us?  
What is “forgiveness”?  Why do we ask God for it? 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2011 
  New altar servers are usually commissioned at the Divine Liturgy for the Feast of 
the Entrance of the Mother of God, November 21.  Anyone interested in joining should 
see Fr. Deacon Alexander or Fr. Ivan, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  

TUESDAYS, NOVEMBER 22 AND 29: 
THE EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES IN PITTSBURGH 

St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church (3455 California Avenue, Pittsburgh, 15212) 
will be offering on two more Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. a class entitled “The 
Eastern Catholic Churches in Pittsburgh”.  Often visitors to our city comment on the 
beautiful skyline of Pittsburgh that includes golden domes.  These “golden domes” are 
the spiritual homes of many Eastern Christians who preserve centuries old eastern 
liturgical, devotional and theological traditions.  But do we know them?  In order to 
answer this and many other questions, priests of these particular churches present in 
our city of Pittsburgh will lead these classes for us to enrich our knowledge.  For more 
information and directions please call 412-766-8801 or visit the parish website: 
www.saintgeorgepittsburgh.org.  Plan to come and learn more!  Tuesday, November 
22, 7:00 p.m. Romanian Catholic Church (Fr. Paul Voida); Tuesday, November 29, 
7:00 p.m. Maronite Catholic Church (Fr. Rodolph Wakim) 

ALL TUESDAYS until further notice 
Ukrainian Cultural Trust Choir Practices 

The Ukrainian Cultural Trust Choir of Western Pennsylvania will begin practicing 
for its upcoming two Christmas concerts.  Practices are held each Tuesday evening 
from 7 to 9 PM at Sts. Peter and Paul Church hall on Mansfield Boulevard in Carnegie.  
Our first practice was held on Tuesday, October 25th.  We will be practicing Ukrainian 
Christmas carols (kolyadi and shchredrivki), sung in traditional Ukrainian and Church 
Slavonic.  For those who do not read Ukrainian, all music is also printed in English-
lettered phonetics.  Not only will your voice help to keep our Ukrainian traditions alive, 

http://www.saintgeorgepittsburgh.org/
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but you will have a great time interacting with our friendly group.  UCTC is ecumenical, 
welcoming all Christians to our choir, directed by Mrs. Dorothy Waslo.  For more 
information contact Dorothy at 412-487-0208. 

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS at 7:00 PM - NEOCATECHUMENATE GROUP 
AT OUR LADY OF VICTORY MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Would you like to: KNOW THE MEANING OF YOUR LIFE ?  TO UNDERSTAND 
YOUR SUFFERINGS ?  TO LEAD YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUR GRANDCHILDREN BACK 
TO THE CHURCH ?  TO BE TRULY HAPPY?  Jesus Christ is the answer!  Come and 
listen!  To a Catechesis designed for Adults and Youth (13 and older) and approved 
officially by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI and the various leaders of our worldwide 
Eastern Catholic Churches.  1000 Lindsay Road, Carnegie, PA., 15106, (412) 278-
0841. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2011: LIGHT OF LIFE RESCUE MISSION 
Fr. Sub-Deacon Myron Spak, a member of Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic parish 

in Carnegie and a Deacon candidate for our St Josaphat Eparchy has infomed us that 
he belongs to a group called “Men Following Jesus Christ”.  They have been asked 
once again to serve dinners at the Light of Life Rescue Mission.  Their new Volunteer 
Coordinator Doug Smith has asked for help on these dates: 1. Wednesday - November 
30, 2011; 2. Monday - January 9, 2012; 3. Monday - March 14, 2012; 4. Monday - 
May 14, 2012; 5. Monday - July 9, 2012; 6. Monday - September 10, 2012; 7. Monday 
- November 12, 2012.  Can any men of our parish get together enough support to 
help them to serve dinners on these dates?  They need at least seven volunteers to 
serve dinners (to work approximately from 4:45 p.m. through 6:15 p.m.).  One shift 
serves between 100 and 150 meals to the homeless, and those in need in the North 
Side area, every day.  For those from the group called “Men Following Jesus Christ” 
that volunteered in the past for this service project, all found this to be a very reward-
ing experience.  The Light of Life Rescue Mission saves lives, and we should all take 
pride in the service provided by them.  Thanks for your help in supporting this minis-
try, especially with your prayers!  For further info please contact Myron Spak at Mobile: 
412-303-9086 or Email: mjspak@verizon.net

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2011 
for EPARCHY OF ST. JOSAPHAT’s YOUNG ADULT RETREAT 

OCCURRING ON DECEMBER 29-30 
Join us for a wonderful winter gathering!  Enjoy fun, food, faith, fellowship, and a 

warm fire as we celebrate the Christmas season together with games, music, and 
much more!  This retreat has been especially created for the young adults of our 
Eparchy, ages 19 – 35, and will be held at the Woodlands, a beautiful 32-acre facility 
in Wexford, PA and minutes from the PA turnpike!  
http://www.woodlandsfoundation.org/  In addition to Holy Services in a beautiful 
indoor worship site with a fire place, we will have time to relax in the state-of-the-art 
heated indoor pool, play in the indoor gym and fitness center, and enjoy the outdoor 
archery range!  Register now for this exciting event!  Registration deadline is Friday, 
December 9.  Call or email Lisa Hladio for a registration form or additional information: 
724-934-1026  lmhladio@zbzoom.net

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2011: ATTENTION: PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS 
AUNTS AND UNCLES, BROTHERS AND SISTERS, ETC. 

mailto:mjspak@verizon.net
http://www.woodlandsfoundation.org/
mailto:lmhladio@zbzoom.net
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Inspired by the spiritual biography of Saint Nonna in the August 5, 2007 church 

bulletin, a number of men and women have created a special prayer group for satisfy-
ing the need to intercede in prayer for the welfare of our children and grandchildren.  
Whenever he can, Father Ivan facilitates this prayer gathering for us.  Currently we 
use the Akathist Hymn to the Mother of God in her miraculous icon, known as Vospi-
tanie – Воспитание – Vikokhuvatel’ka Deetey – Викохувателька Дітей – Nurturer of 
Children (venerated on March 5) and then add spontaneous prayers, if necessary.  If 
you are interested, then please call Irene Borodycia at 412-881-4635.  For the time 
being, it has been decided that we will meet IN THE CHAPEL on first Satur-
day of each month, at 10:00 am, except for December when it will be sec-
ond Saturday. 

SATURDAY and SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10-11, 2011 
  Because of the Feast of the HOLY GRANDPARENTS (FOREBEARS) of OUR LORD 
LORD, we will be blessing the grandparents of our parish at the Divine 
Liturgies during this weekend.  Grandchildren are asked to send out invitations to 
their grandparents to attend the Divine Liturgy with them; or, if they live far away, to 
send them a prayer card in celebration of this occasion. 

INVITATION 
 

We invite all grand-
parents, parents and 

children to participate 
in the one bi-lingual 

Divine Liturgy 
to be celebrated at 

9:00 am 
on Sunday, Decem-

ber 11, AD 2011. 
 

Afterwards, refreshments 
will be served,  

activities are planned 
and St. Nicholas will be there, 

also. 
 
 
 

Please register your child by calling 
Irene Borodycia at  
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(412) 881-4635, by December First! 

UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY RADIO PROGRAM 
Serving the Ukrainian Community in the tri-state area since July 15, 1950, under 

the direction of Michael Komichak.  One may listen to this program on Sundays 1:00-
2:00 pm on WPIT 730 AM.  For those who have a computer and an Internet connect-
ion, you may now listen to the Ukrainian Radio Program at home at your own 
convenience.  Go to: http://www.wpitam.com/.  The program is presented in Ukrainian 
and English and features music, news, commentaries, social announcements, anniver-
saries, commercials and obituaries.  Its primary objective is to maintain the Ukrainian 
identity of its listeners through music, language and traditions.  You can write to the 
radio program at P.O. Box 52, Pittsburgh, PA., 15230, or call: 412-937-1500.  Or you can 
send an E-mail to: URPBox52@aol.com. 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAM “Christ Among Us” 
During his pastoral visits to the shut-ins, Very Rev. Msgr. Mitrat Michael Poloway, 

pastor of St. John Ukrainian Catholic Church on the Southside of Pittsburgh, was always 
overwhelmed by the response from his parishioners who could not attend Divine Ser-
vices at the parish church due to their illness.  There were always many faithful parish-
ioners who were residents of nursing homes and assisted living facilities.  In order to re-
spond to their spiritual needs Msgr. Michael Poloway founded the Radio Program “Christ 
Among Us”, which would be a Sunday radio broadcast for the elderly, homebound and 
shut-ins of the tri-state area.  The response was overwhelming.  Now the shut-ins were 
able to tune in to listen to the Divine Word of Our Lord Jesus Christ and to sing our 
beautiful liturgical hymns.  A great help in organizing this program was Mr. Michael Ko-
michak, Director of the Ukrainian Radio Program, who with his professional experience 
was able to assist Msgr. Michael Poloway in getting the program on air.  On Sunday, Oc-
tober 7, 1973, “Christ Among Us” began its mission to the faithful on WPIT AM 730.  For 
31 years until his retirement in the year 2004, Msgr. Michael Poloway faithfully hosted 
this program which brought so much joy into the lives of God’s people.  The faithful of 
various ecclesiastical jurisdictions in the tri-state area continue to tune in each Sunday 
at 2:00 p.m. on radio station WPIT, AM 730, to listen to this program.  For those 
who have a computer and an Internet connection, you may now listen to “Christ Among 
Us” at home at your own convenience.  Go to: http://www.wpitam.com/.  The program 
is presented in Ukrainian and English and features liturgical hymns, Gospel reading, 
homilies and announcements of church events.  Today the program is brought to our lis-
teners by the Central Deanery (protopresbyterate) of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
St. Josaphat and the moderator is Fr. Valerian M. Michlik.  You can write to the radio 
program at “Christ Among Us”, St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, 3455 California 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA., 15212, 412-766-8801, or send an E-mail to 
Saintgeorgepghs@aol.com. 

BYZANTINE CATHOLIC RADIO PROGRAM 
One may listen to this program on Relevant Radio WZUM 1590 AM on Fri-

days at 10:30 am and on Sundays at 12:00 pm (noon).  For those who have a 
computer and Internet connection, you may now listen to the Byzantine Catholic Radio 
Program “Light of the East” at home at your own convenience.  Go to: 
http://www.byzantinecatholic.com/radio.htm. 

mailto:URPBox52@aol.com
mailto:Saintgeorgepghs@aol.com
http://www.byzantinecatholic.com/radio.htm
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ST. MICHAEL’S HALL FUND 

Genesis: Following the birth to eternal life of Fr. Deacon Michael Levy it was 
suggested to Father Ivan Chirovsky that we give our hall a proper name: “St Michael the 
Archangel’s Hall”, instead of just referring to it as “the upper church hall.”  One might 
very well add that the two longest serving pastors of our parish were also named 
“Michael”: +Fr. Michael Kindey (1931-1955) and Fr. Mitred Archpriest Michael Poloway 
(1966-2004).  By naming it “St. Michael’s Hall” we would, of course, be honoring all of 
them.  Purpose: to make it possible for us to show DVD movies, from Ukraine, in 
Ukrainian, as well as to facilitate & enrich other social, youth & catechetical gatherings 
with English language materials, simultaneously accommodating the needs of larger 
groups of people.  The ability to rent the hall to raise funds also becomes plausible.  Es-
timates received for equipment and installation: $ 6,099.87 – BestBuy given 
in March of 2008; $ 10,618.00 – RPC Video in June of 2010.  After the third 
bid is received (we have received it and are studying its merits), Father Ivan 
will meet with the PAC to discuss the matter.  Then after a decision has been 
made, the parishioners will be informed about it.  If you know of someone 
who could offer a fourth bid, then please let Father Ivan know ASAP. 

DATE DONOR DONATION 
2008-04-27 Hodowanec, Oleh and Motria $ 100.00 
2008-05-18 Scherba, Natalia $ 25.00 
2008-05-18 Germansky, Andrew $ 25.00 
2008-06-15 Kasofsky, Thomas and MaryAnn $ 100.00 
2008-06-29 Horback, John $ 20.00 
2008-09-07 Lesyk, Kathy $ 100.00 
2008-09-28 Sawczak, Steve and Bonnie and 

Family 
$ 1,000.00 

2008-11-09 Anonymous $ 15.00 
2009-01-04 Anonymous $ 249.00 
2009-05-03 Anonymous $ 100.00 
2009-08-23 Chomko, John and Linda $ 100.00 
2009-11-08 Chirovsky, Fr. John, Maria and Family $ 150.00 
2009-11-22 Anonymous $ 175.00 
2009-11-29 Cheren, Oles and Lyubov $ 70.00 
2009-11-29 Anonymous $ 25.00 
2009-11-29 Poronovicz, Andrew $ 150.00 
2009-12-18 Pergzola, Larry $ 100.00 
2009-12-20 Mural, Gerald and Genny $ 500.00 
2009-12-20 Sirko, MS, PhD, Stephen $ 20.00 
2009-12-26 Anonymous $ 100.00 
2010-01-24 Anonymous $ 249.99 
2010-02-28 Burlando, Mary & Family IMO Mary 

Witkowsky 
$ 500.00 

2010-03-07 Schultz, Dolores & Martin IMO Mary 
Witkowsky 

$ 100.00 

2010-03-14 Breen, Rose & Joe, In thanksgiving 
for mother’s health (Olga Walko) 

$ 25.00 
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2010-03-21 Cooke, Monte IMO Larry Pergzola 25.00 
2010-03-21 Wilder, Bruce, Joanne & Charlie IMO 

Larry Pergzola 
100.00 

 
2010-04-11 Anonymous 100.00 
2010-04-18 Maggio, Eva IMO Mary Witkowsky 50.00 
2010-04-18 Hunter, John & Katarina IMO Mary 

Witkowsky 
20.00 

2010-04-18 Kurhan Family IMO Mary Witkowsky 10.00 
2010-04-18 Mathews, Irene & Tom 10.00 
2010-04-18 Schultz, Dolly & Martin IMO Mary 

Witkowsky (additional) 
20.00 

2010-04-26 Suchy, Anne 100.00 
2010-04-26 Gogniat, Willis 100.00 
2010-05-03 Walko, Olga and Family IMO Anne 

Hoskowicz 
10.00 

2010-05-03 Smith, Rebecca M. IMO Anne Hosko-
wicz 

300.00 

2010-05-10 Bernstein, Mother, Stevie, Nancy, 
Sarah & Brant IMO Anne Hoskowicz 

100.00 

2010-05-10 The OSS Team/Bryan White Group 
Manager IMO Anne Hoskowicz 

60.00 

2010-05-10 Diehm, James W. IMO Anne Hosko-
wicz 

50.00 

2010-05-16 Walak, Bertha J.  IMO Anne Hosko-
wicz 

25.00 

2010-05-24 Falcon, Janet & Klein, Fred (Detroit, 
MI) IMO of Sophie Reft 

25.00 

2010-05-24 Breen, Rose & Joe IMO Sophie Reft 100.00 
2010-05-24 Shiry, Dora IMO Anne Hoskowicz 50.00 
2010-06-01 Hayes, Frankie IMO Anne Hoskowicz 40.00 
2010-06-01 Panella, Matthew & Nancy IMO Anne 

Hoskowicz 
50.00 

2010-06-07 Giglio, Ray and Olga and Family IMO 
of Godson, Gerald J. Bacasa, Jr. for 
his birthday  

25.00 

2010-06-07 Bodziuch, John J. IMO of parents, 
Karol and Mary Bodziuch 

250.00 

2010-06-14 Rickley (Shiry) Joanne & Mark R. IMO 
of Aunt, Anne Hoskowicz 

100.00 

2010-06-21 DePlatchett, Susan IMO Anne 
Hoskowicz 

100.00 

2010-07-05 Anonymous 30.00 
2010-07-05 Giancola, Joanne & Jeff (In Memory 

of her father, Michael Wolk) 
200.00 

2010-07-05 Harrison, William 200.00 
2010-07-18 Komichak, Raymond & Slava (In 

Memory of Maria Polatajko & Anna 
300.00 
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Komichak) 

2010-08-01 Kotow, Nickolas 50.00 
2010-08-01 Wuschunowski, Joseph & Julia (In 

Memory of Father, John; and Mother, 
Rose) 

500.00 

2010-08-16 Breen, Rose & Joe, Tom, Kathy & Dan 
Walko and Walko Grandchildren 
Celebrating Olga Walko’s 85th Birth-
day. 

50.00 

2010-09-12 Swiderski, Estate of William 5,376.00 
2010-10-17 Drechsler, Daria 50.00 
2010-12-26 Hodowanec, Yaroslaw 100.00 
2011-1-16 Czyzewski, Andrew & Carrie IMO 

Anne Hoskowicz 
50.00 

2011-1-16 De Platchett, Susan IMO Anne 
Hoskowicz 

100.00 

2011-1-28 Giglio, Ray & Olga and Family IMO 
Maria Durkacz’s 90th Birthday 
(2/2/2011) 

50.00 

2011-01-30 Anonymous donation 100.00 
2011-03-28 Gillespie, Maryann and Family IMO 

Helen Columbus 
500.00 

2011-03-28 Olijnyk & Mazur Families IMO Maria 
Olijnyk 

1,000.00 

2011-05-22 Parteni Danek  IMO Peter Danek 500.00 
2011-06-26 John J. Bodziuch IMO his parents, 

Karol and Mary Bodziuch 
250.00 

2011-07-24 Estate of Lawrence Pergzola 2,500.00 
2011-07-24 Rose O’Sullivan IMO Luba Wynarczuk 1,000.00 
2011-08-14 Eva Boburczak and Family IMO Wasyl 

Boburczak 
100.00 

2011-10-16 Sales of religious items donated by 
Sophie Kozak IMO Daria Drechsler 

76.00 
 

2011-10-23 Rosemary Marshall IMO Katrina & 
Nicholas Fedishen & Steve and Mary 
Sandrovich 

500.00 

2011-10-23 Purchase of Religious Articles 3.00 
2011-11-14 Giglio, Ray & Olga and Daughters 

IMO Maria Durkacz 
25.00 

TOTAL  $ 23,928.00 

THE SUMMARY OF SUNDAY COLLECTIONS 
NOVEMBER 12 & 13, 2011 

NON-ENVELOPE WEEKLY SUNDAY OFFERINGS 0.00 
ENVELOPE WEEKLY SUNDAY OFFERINGS 1,166.00 
MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP DUES                            (2nd Sunday) 284.00 
MONTHLY FUND FOR REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE (1st Sunday) 50.00 
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MONTHLY UTILITIES & INSURANCE                    (3rd Sunday) 40.00 
MONTHLY DIOCESAN COLLECTION                     (4th Sunday) 40.00 
WEEKLY CANDLES 48.75 
9/8/11 – FEAST OF NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS 20.00 
9/14/11 – FEAST OF EXALTATION OF HOLY CROSS 15.00 
10/1/2011  - FEAST OF PROTECTION OF MOTHER OF GOD 15.00 
10/2/2011 – NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC 
BISHOPS OF USA COLLECTION FUNDING MISSIONARY 
ROMAN CATH. PARISHES IN USA 

10.00 

11/1/2011 – CANONIZATION OF UKRAINIAN SAINTS 10.00 
11/24/2011 – THANKSGIVING 20.00 
MEMORIAL FUND  15.00 
MEMORIAL CANDLES  15.00 
  
TOTAL 1,674.75 

 
MEMORIAL FLOWERS 

If you wish to provide flowers in memory of a loved one, at any time of the year, in 
thanksgiving for blessings, or to celebrate an occasion, please call Margie Klimko: 412-
431-0430.                                 No donations this week 

 
MEMORIAL CANDLES 

If you would like to sponsor a candle in front of the copy of the miraculous Pochayiv 
Mother of God Icon or in front of the Icon of the Cross of Our Lord, or four lamps at 
the iconostas icons, or seven lamps in the seven-branched candlestick at our Altar 
(Holy Table), for whatever intention you desire, at $5.00 per week, please write to or 
call the parish office at: 412-431-2531. 

IN MEMORY OF PAUL GUNNING, 24 YEARS ON NOV. 21ST 

(Icon of the Cross of Our Lord): $ 5.00 – Reft Children 
IN MEMORY OF MARIA DURKACZ (candles on the holy table in the altar):  

$ 5.00 – Ray & Olga Giglio and daughters 
 

CHURCH PAINTING / RECARPETING FUND 
No donations this week 

 
ROOF & POINTING REPAIR FUND 

Parishioners are advised that holes and leaks in the roof of our church and other 
buildings are repaired periodically, as needed.  There is a possibility for us to get a 
grant for money to repair not just the roof but also other areas of our church struc-
tures.  Anyone interested in assuming responsibility for filling out the forms 
and helping our parish to get these funds, should contact Fr. Ivan, ASAP.     
No donations this week 

 
MEMORIAL FUND 

All donations collected in this fund will be used to purchase new Liturgical items, 
including any new vestments or repairs to liturgical items.  In the meantime, as we use 
what we have for the greater glory of God, please remember that we still paying off 
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certain items from the last few years. Your generosity, as always, will be greatly 
appreciated. 

IN MEMORY OF JOSEPH REFT (Nov. 18), ONUFER KADYLAK (Nov. 19) & 
PAUL GUNNING (Nov. 21):  $15.00 – Olga Walko and Family 

 
SEMINARIAN EDUCATION FUND 

No donations this week 
 



ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

The next four pages are a “work-in-progress”.  
Please bring any errors or suggestions to the 
attention of the church office.  Thank you. 
PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky, Pastor, office: (412) 431-2531 
Fr. Yaroslav Koval,  
Priest-in-Residence/Sick & Shut-Ins, cell: (412) 770-4915   
Fr. Deacon Alexander Wroblicky, Krilos, cell: (412) 527-8456 
     In alphabetical order: 
Irene Borodycia, Director of Religious Education, Pyrohy 

Ministry, and Intercessory Prayer Group Ministry, 
John Chomko, Faith Outreach Ministry 
Sr. Olga Faryna, Sick and Shut-Ins 
Margie Klimko, Beauty of the House of the Lord and Church 

Auxiliary 
Parish Office, (412) 431-2531 
Diane Vargo, Youth Ministry 
Michael Vargo, Church Sign Ministry 
Steve Zinski, Cantor and Director of Church Choir 
The direct supervision of the Altar Servers (i.e. Brotherhood 

of the Entrance of the Mother of God) and Lectors’ 
Ministry is currently defaulting to Fr. Pastor, but there is 
no reason why someone could not contact Fr. Ivan 
about becoming more involved in these ministries.  

 
PASTOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky, Pastor,             Fr. Yaroslav Koval 
Fr. Deacon Alexander Wroblicky  
By appointment:  
Irene Borodycia (DRE)                                Michael Haritan 
We used to have two other members, but they passed 
away since then. 
By special invitation:                                      Margie Klimko 

In our St Josaphat Eparchy, the whole Body of 
Christ is to act in mutual communion in the furthering of 
the saving work of the Church.  The mission of the Church 
is the responsibility of both Fr. Pastor and of the lay people, 
who work together.  This makes obvious sense because 
although the Pastor is responsible before Church and civil 
authorities for overseeing all aspects of parish life, there is 
no way that he can complete all of the tasks personally.  
Thus, His Beatitude Patriarch Lubomyr (Cardinal Husar) has 
often stated: “The first task of the Church is to evangelize, 
to share the Good News.  We must consider how to do this 
best, how to prepare for it, how this should be understood.  
In fact, by the power of baptism we are all called to evan-
gelization.” 

The Pastor's Advisory Council (henceforth PAC) of 
each parish is concerned with the spiritual, pastoral, educa-
tional, financial and social needs of the parish.  Depending 
on the size or needs of the parish, the lay membership of 
the PAC should be selected by the Pastor with an eye to-
wards a balanced representation of the parish.  So, there 
can be no less than three and nor more than nine lay mem-
bers.  Their selection by the pastor should ideally be repre-
sentative of both genders, the various ministries of the par-
ish, and the following age groups – 18-35, 36-55, and 55+.  
The ex-officio members of the PAC are the pastor/ admin-
istrator, the parochial vicar(s), the pastoral associate(s), and 
the deacon(s), as well as the director of religious education 

Although it is inaccurate to say that “all heads of lay 
organizations are automatically members of the PAC”, this 
does not mean that Fr. Ivan is not allowed to choose them, 
to ask for their advice, or that he cannot invite such persons 
to attend a PAC meeting, or that they, in turn, cannot agree 
to be nominated by Fr. Ivan to become official PAC mem-
bers at a future date.  Father Ivan is currently spiritually 
discerning about the names that were suggested to him by 

Fr. John Ropke (before he passed away in June of 2009) 
and by our parishioners in June of 2010.  Soon all will be 
ready, and then the Lay Members of the PAC will be nomi-
nated by Fr. Ivan in a letter to His Grace Bishop John (Bu-
ra), who may then write a confirmation-appointment letter, 
if he so wishes.  When it is received by Fr. Ivan, it will be 
published in the church bulletin.  The Pastor sets the agen-
da and members may propose items for the next meeting.  
This must be done prior to any meeting and be approved 
by the Pastor.  The decisions of the PAC are advisory only.  
They are not binding on the Pastor, or on the Parish. 

  
WHOM CAN THE PASTOR NOMINATE TO THE PAC? 
Obviously, the people he chooses need to be Catholics in 
good standing who model their lives on the moral principles 
of the Church, frequent the Holy Mysteries, cause no scan-
dal and are not hostile to the Church, or to her authorities.  
The Pastor is to determine that those people whom he 
appoints to the PAC are ALSO: (a) regular communicants 
who attend the Divine Services; (b) active parishioners 
involved in the life of the community, caring for the physical 
and spiritual needs; (c) parishioners eager to support and 
promote the parish’s spiritual, educational, charitable, 
financial and social life by their direct involvement; and (d) 
people who are respected by the parish community.  In our 
St Josaphat Eparchy, those who agree to serve on the PAC 
must be free to commit for a minimum of three years of 
service.  The Recording Secretary of the PAC is appointed 
by the Pastor from among the PAC members, or he may let 
the PAC elect this person from among themselves. 
 
PARISH FINANCIAL BOARD:  meets once every six 
weeks to review our financial status and report its findings 
back to the PAC.  Its current members are Fr. John Chi-
rovsky, Fr. Yaroslav Koval, Fr. Deacon Alexander Wroblicky 
and James C Kaiser, Consultant.  We appreciate their hard 
volunteer work for the good of the parish. 
 
FINANCIAL RECORDKEEPING: Ann Korenoski & Rose 
Breen help Cathy Sawchak with the recordkeeping.  We 
appreciate their hard volunteer work for the good of our parish. 
 
WEB-SITE: www.stjohnspittsburgh.com 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: stjohnucc@comcast.net 
 
PARISH TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Church Office                                           412-431-2531 
Press NINE, to leave a message for the office 
Press ONE, in an emergency requiring a priest, 
if you have a rotary phone, stay on the line 
Church Office Fax (call ahead)                   412-431-2531 
Lower Hall & PYROHI SALES                  412-481-5022 
Diocesan Pastoral Ministry Office               412-481-9778 
 
DIVINE LITURGIES (MASS SCHEDULE) (each 
week’s bulletin will post any changes to the sche-
dule given below): 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays at 9:00 AM 
Saturdays (Anticipated, English, recited):  5:00 PM 
Sundays:  as follows: 
REGULAR SUNDAYS in 2011: 
7:45 am – Matins in English, plainchant 
9:00 am – Old Church Slavonic and Ukrainian Divine Liturgy 
sung by choir; homilies mostly in Ukrainian, but sometimes 
in English, or in both languages. 
  10:00 to 11:30 am – E.C.F. classes   
    (September 18, 2011 thru May, 2012) 
11:30 am – English plainchant Div. Lit.  with English homily 
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Every year the new church calendar year 

begins on September 1 and ends on August 31. 
 
THE MAJOR FEAST DAYS ARE: 
• THE FEAST ABOVE ALL FEASTS 
  Pascha (Passover) of our Lord: 
  3:00 pm to 5:30 pm on April 7, 2012, or 
 8:00 am to 11:15 am on April 8, 2012 
         No 11:30 am Div. Lit. on April 15, 2012 
   Easter Breakfast: 12:00 NOON on April 15, 2012 

 
THE TWELVE MAJOR FEAST DAYS ARE: 
• (1) Nativity of the Mother of God: 
   5:00 pm on September 7, 2012, or 
   9:30 am on September 8, 2012 
• (2) Exaltation of the Holy Cross of our Lord: 
   Veneration of Cross 
   5:00 pm on September 13, 2012, or 
          9:30 am on September 14, 2012 
• (3) Entrance of the Mother of God 
   Commissioning of New Altar Servers 
  5:00 pm on November 20, 2011, or 
   9:30 am on November 21, 2011 
• (4) Nativity of our Lord: 
   9:00 pm on December 24, 2011, or 
  9:30 am on December 25, 2011 
• (5) Theophany of the Trinity   
   at the Baptism of our Lord: 
   Blessing of Water 
   7:00 pm on January 5, 2012, or 
   9:30 am on January 6, 2012 
• (6) Encounter of our Lord:  
   Blessing of Candles 
   5:00 pm on February 1, 2012, or  
   9:30 am on February 2, 2012 
• (7) Annunciation to the Mother of God: 
   5:00 pm on March 24, 2012, or  
   9:00 am on March 25, 2012, or 
   11:30 am on March 25, 2012 
• (8) Entrance of our Lord: 
   Blessing of Pussy Willows and Palms  
   5:00 pm on March 31, 2012, or 
   9:00 am on April 1, 2012, or 
   11:30 am on April 1, 2012 
• (9) Ascension Thursday: 
   7:00 pm on May 16, 2012, or 
   9:30 am on May 17, 2012 
• (10) Pentecost Sunday: 
   5:00 pm on May 26, 2012, or 
   9:00 am on May 27, 2012,  
   No 11:30 am on Pentecost Sunday 
• (11) Transfiguration of our Lord 
    Blessing of First Fruits: 
   5:00 pm on August 5, 2012, or 
   9:30 am on August 6, 2012 
• (12) Dormition of the Mother of God:  
    Blessing of Plants (Flowers and Herbs) 
   5:00 pm on August 14, 2012, or 
   9:30 am on August 15, 2012 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION:   
Sunday of Pascha (Easter), 
Every single Sunday (which is a “little Pascha”), 
# 4, 5, 7, 9, 10 and 12, as above, and 
 Sts. Peter and Paul, which is at: 
   7:00 pm on June 28, 2012, or 
   9:30 am on June 29, 2012 

OUR CHAPEL with its entrance off of East Carson Street 
- across from our parking lot - is dedicated to the Mother 
of God in the Feast of her Protection, which is celebrated 
every year on October 1. 
 
OUR PARISH PATRONAL FEAST DAY IS: 
• Nativity of St. John the Baptizer: 
  Great Vespers w Div Lit: 5:00 pm on June 23, 2012 
 Divine Liturgy:  9:00 am on June 24, 2012 
• No 11:30 am on this Sunday 
• Annual Patronal Social Event: Noon, June 24, 2012 
 

LITURGIES DURING the GREAT FAST   
also known as the 40 days’ Lent: 
 
CHEESEFARE SUNDAY: See “Community Sunday’ above, 
and Luncheon at 12:00 NOON; Vespers at 1:30 pm – 
Byzantines give forgiveness as a way of beginning the 
Great Lent.  The Latins begin 2.5 days later and give ashes. 
 
CONFESSIONS DURING LENT: please call one of the priests 
at any time to make an appointment. 
 
All SOULS DAYS in 2012 (this may yet be changed): 
       PARASTAS LITURGY: 10:00 AM on February 11, March 
3, March 10, and March 17.  May 25/26: TBA. 
 
  His Grace Bishop John (Bura), if he so wishes, may re-
lease a priest from the following duty, but only due to hard-
ship.  So, normally THE PRESANCTIFIED LITURGY may be 
celebrated on any weekday of Lent, but it MUST BE CELE-
BRATED on: the First Monday evening of the Great Fast, 
and on every Wednesday and Friday of Lent.  For the 
sake of young families and children, so that we can 
gather right from work, the consensus is that this 
year we try serving the Presanctified at 6:30 pm, 
and put out a fruit basket as people leave the 
church/chapel to go home circa 7:30-8:00 pm. 
  Latin-Roman Rite services, like Stations of the Cross, have 
no public and communal place in our Byzantine churches’ 
theological, liturgical spiritual and canonical tradition.  One 
may pray using this personally on one’s own. 
  If it cannot be arranged that a cantor or choir director 
leads the singing, the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts may 
be offered in simple recto tono chant. 
     The revised Old Church Slavonic editions of the liturgical 
books (published in Rome) are to be used or translations 
approved by the Synod of Bishops.  Any other service, such 
as a Funeral Parastas or Funeral Liturgy, that would make 
the Presanctified Liturgy impossible to schedule and serve 
at its proper place and time, is strictly forbidden. 
  The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, being a joyful 
celebration of the Resurrection, is not to be celebrated on 
the weekdays of the Great Fast, since it is theologically and 
thematically opposed to the preparatory period of peniten-
tial prayer and almsgiving, fasting and repentance, which 
has assumed a preeminent position in the 40 day Great 
Fast period of the Constantinopolitan tradition.  This obliga-
tion binds all of the priests of any given parish in solidum. 
  The only exception to this rule occurs when the Typikon-
Ordo-Ustav gives directions for adding St. John Chryso-
stom’s Divine Liturgy to the Lenten Vespers, as a way of 
breaking in the evening that weekday’s lenten fasting by 
“celebrating” for a few hours in a joyful resurrectional fash-
ion the importance of a feast worthy of such paschal joy, 
for example: February 24, March 9, or March 25. 
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       Between February 20, 2012 and March 31, 2012, the 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGIES will be “lent-
en”, as far as fasting and abstinence are concerned, but 
they are “non-lenten”, as far as the joyful celebration of the 
Lord’s Resurrection (i.e. consecration of holy gifts) is 
concerned.  This is why, ideally, Bright (not dark) Vest-
ments are to be worn on these Saturdays and Sundays. 
 
HOLY & GREAT WEEK (April 2-6, 2012) is not part of 
the Great Fast (Lent); for, it is a separate liturgical season 
of increased vigilance, with the Presanctified Liturgy being 
served on the first three days and Anointing of the Sick also 
available to everyone on Holy & Great Wednesday. 
 
HOLY MYSTERY OF CONFESSION 
Saturdays: 4:00 PM and by request 
Lenten Weekdays: before or after the services 
 
HOLY MYSTERY OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
If requested, it can occur on a Saturday after the 5:00 pm 
Divine Liturgy, or at another time, agreed upon between 
the recipient and the priest.  In cases of emergency, it may 
be administered by the priest whereever the recipient is: at 
home, at a hospital, at a nursing home, etc. 
 
MINISTRIES: 
If you feel called to a ministry or think you have a particular 
talent that you would like to develop, then don’t be shy but 
please do contact Father Pastor, who has the duty not only 
to oversee these ministries, but also to help you to discern 
and develop them.  Our parish already has various func-
tioning ministries, but we are open as new ones get called 
into being by the Holy Spirit.  What follows is a list (not in 
any specific order): 
 
GENERATIONS OF FAITH MINISTRY 
Generations of Faith for Byzantine Churches is an in-
tergenerational catechetical process for the whole par-
ish, regardless of the membership, based on the East-
ern Christian liturgical year, scripture, patristics and 
the Divine Office.  G.O.F. is a new approach to life-
long faith formation that prepares all ages in the 
same session to participate actively in the events and 
life of the Byzantine Ukrainian Catholic Church.  It is 
designated to nurture the Christian identity of all pari-
shioners for a lifetime; re-engage all generations to 
participate in church life, especially Sunday Liturgy; 
equip and support families and adults especially par-
ents, to create a pattern of family faith sharing and a 
Christian way of life; involve all the generations in 
learning together; and to transform the parish com-
munity into a community of lifelong learners.  On No-
vember 11, 2010, His Grace Bishop John (Bura) man-
dated that all parishes of our eparchy should do eve-
rything possible to implement GOF as a way of revi-
talizing our parishes to share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  Currently, the G.O.F. is handled by:  

Fr. Ivan Chirovsky, Fr. Yaroslav Koval, Fr. Dea-
con Alexander Wroblicky, Irene Borodycia (DRE), 
Presbytera Mariyka Chirovsky, Margie Klimko, Diane 
Vargo and volunteers who work the kitchen and set-
up and clean-up, for which we are very grateful. 
MINISTRY TO SICK AND SHUT-INS 
  If you wish to receive Holy Communion on a regular basis, 
but can no longer come to church, please call Sr. Olga 
Faryna, OSBM at (724) 266-5578; as of September 9, 
2012, Sr. Barbara will be helping Sr. Olga; If you wish to 

have your confession heard or to receive Anointing of 
the Sick, please tell Sr. Olga to call one of the piests, or 
notify Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky directly at (412) 431-2531, 
or Fr. Yaroslav Koval, directly at (412) 770-4915. 
PYROHY MINISTRY 
  To some it may seem strange to call this a ministry, but if 
one looks closely enough it truly is a very important one.  
Not only do the ladies and gentlemen of all age groups 
form a social network of support for one another, but they 
also fulfill an important task of sustaining a steady source of 
income so that our parish may be equipped to fulfill its task 
of evangelization. 
SPIR. DIR. OF CHURCH STUDY GROUP  
& JESUS FILES:                          Fr. John (Ivan) Chirovsky 
CANTOR/CHOIR DIRECTOR              Stephen H. Zinski 
and all of the church choir.  Though not all members of the 
church choir are also members of our parish, they are 
nevertheless dedicated volunteers.  The choir is always in-
terested in acquiring new members.  If you like to sing in 
this fashion, please see Steve Zinski. 
KLIROS MINISTRY:  This ministry was started as a result 
of our Eparchial Cantor’s Workshop led by Joseph Roll and 
after the 11:30 am Divine Liturgy came into existence, in 
October of 2010.  The name derives from the Greek word 
for "lot", since originally those who read (chanted) and sang 
did not volunteer but were chosen by lot because the 
church needed them to learn and was calling them to 
receive this training for the good of the entire parish.  
Currently, Fr. Deacon Alexander Wroblicky is respon-
sible for training and leading in this ministry.  When 
we have reached a sufficient number of lay people to lead 
two Kliroi, then Fr. Deacon will return to serving at the Holy 
Table.  Also, Ukrainians sometimes say “Krilos”, but it is the 
same ministry. 
BEAUTY OF THE HOUSE OF OUR LORD  Margie Klimko 
keeps our temple decorated, with the help of dedicated vol-
unteers, all of this within the boundaries permitted by 
church law.  If a love of art and beauty is your niche for 
glorifying God, please ask Margie if she can use your help. 
CHURCH AUXILIARY   The Church Auxiliary of our parish 
functions in ways resembling a Lay Organization in any 
other parish, thus Fr. Pastor allows it to choose its own 
officers, but its activities and expenditures still require the 
pastor’s knowledge and consent.  Currently Margie Klimko 
is the head of the Church Auxiliary. 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY             Diane Vargo, Stephanie Vargo 
 
EASTERN CHRISTIAN FORMATION  
    (2008/9-2010/11), 
Sundays – 9:30 am to 10:45 am 
Irene Borodycia (DRE)            Presbytera Mariyka Chirovsky 
 
St Nonna’s INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP 
MINISTRY 
Currently our group’s patrons are the Mother of God and 
the mother of St Gregory the Theologian - St. Nonna 
(August 5, 374).  The group meets once a month on the 
first Saturday at 10:00 am in the chapel.  Although not 
limited to this, its major activity is to intercede for the 
children and grandchildren of our parish.  See Irene Boro-
dycia for more details.  
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LECTOR MINISTRY 

                           Irene Borodycia                Linda Chomko 
                         Joanne Giancola               Joan Hess 
                         Stephanie Vargo 
Fr. Ivan would love to hear from you, if you think you 
would be able to share this ministry with others on a rota-
ting basis.  We are always in need of more lectors.  Our 
parish is currently in need of someone from the young 
adults who would be willing to learn how to read the Epistle 
in Ukrainian at the 9:00 am Divine Liturgy. 
 
SIGN MINISTRY                                          ??? 
 
WEB-SITE MINISTRY                             Bob Gardner 
Although we must pay for posting a web site, Bob, a 
member of the Byzantine Catholic Church, has graciously 
donated all of his time and energy to creating this for us.  
He maintains it for us cost-free, as a donation to our parish.  
 
FAITH OUTREACH MINISTRY                   John Chomko 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION MINISTRY  -  Holy Mysteries 
(Sacraments) of Initiation are normally administered on the 
Sunday nearest to the 40th day after the birth of the child.  
Please notify the parish rectory as soon as you are 
aware that you are expecting a child.  Sister Ann 
Laszok, OSBM, from the Diocesan Pastoral Ministry Office 
will conduct special baptismal preparation sessions. These 
two sessions are for all expectant parents, the God-
parents and Grand-parents. Parents must be registered 
and active members of the parish. The two sessions will 
help you prepare FOR BIRTH and baptism of your 
child.  It is normal that a saint’s name be chosen for the 
child.  ELIGIBILITY FOR GODPARENT  -  One sponsor 
must be a practicing Catholic, attend Liturgy regularly, 
receive the Sacraments & fulfill all obligations and financial 
support to their parish, attested to by their pastor. 
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION MINISTRY  -  Arrange-
ments for the Holy Mystery of Crowning are to be made at 
least 9 to 6 months in advance of the date of marriage by 
contacting the parish rectory.  Restating the obvious, clearly 
and loudly: under normal conditions, future Couples are ex-
pected to be active members of our parish for at least one 
year before the date of the marriage because the responsi-
bility for marriage preparation takes place at the parish 
level.  It is also required that you attend the PRE-CANA 
PROGRAM offered by the Office of Religious Education 
(ORE) for the Byzantine Catholic Archeparchy of Pittsburgh 
which contributes towards the usual preparations that occur 
on the parish level.  For the past ten years, the ORE has 
helped hundreds of couples prepare for the Mystery of Mar-
riage by sponsoring lessons that address topics pertinent to 
their future Catholic Christian marital lifestyle.  The location 
for the Pre-Cana Program is the Byzantine Catholic Cathe-
dral of St. John the Baptist, 210 Greentree Road, Munhall, 
PA 15120.  To print a Pre-Cana Program Registration Form, 
Please go to web site  at: http://www.archeparchy.or  
g.  You may also call the Office of Religious Education at 
412-322-8773 for more information.  Topics covered are: 
Eastern Spirituality & Traditions, Marriage Roles Today, 
Natural Family Planning, Worship in the Byzantine Church, 
Finances and the Theology of Crowning, Communication, 

etc.  They average 10-15 couples and there is usually a dif-
ferent speaker for each topic.  Registration for both lessons 
$125.00 paid by the couple.  Our Parish is billed another 
$125.00 afterwards.  Marriages at St John’s Parish will be 
celebrated only after all the normal spiritual requirements 
have been met to the Church’s satisfaction.  So, do not or-
der church halls or send out your invitations until you are 
absolutely sure that you took care of the spiritual prepara-
tions!!!  In fact, if the couple continues to choose to ignore 
them after being warned about this, then Father Pastor 
reserves the right to cancel the service, even as late as 24 
hours before the wedding.  In the meantime to visit the 
web-based resource offered by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) to help enrich your 
marriage, please go to: 
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/  
 
CREMATION - Burial is the preferred and traditional Chris-
tian funeral practice.  Although highly discouraged, crema-
tion is permitted for economic reasons, esp. if it is NOT 
done for anti-Christian reasons.  The cremation should oc-
cur after the funeral services are held in Church, since the 
presence of ashes in church is strongly discouraged.  The 
ashes are to be buried, by the pastor, or a delegated priest 
or deacon, performing the usual rite of interment. 

http://www.archeparchy.org/
http://www.archeparchy.org/
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/
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“Catholic” comes from the Greek, meaning: 

“according-to-the-whole” or “universal” 
 

“Rite” or “Ritual Church” means “One of the twenty-one Eastern 
Catholic Sister Churches, who are simultaneously in Communion 

with the Church & Pope in Rome, while living their own dis-
tinctly non-Roman (non-Latin), and yet equally Apostolic Tradi-
tion (Theological, Spiritual, Liturgical & Canonical Heritage).” 


	November 20, 5:00 pm: Topic: “Asking for Forgiveness”:  How do we ask for forgiveness from God? How should we prepare ourselves for confession, for asking God to forgive us?  Do you find it difficult to go to confession to ask for forgiveness from God?   Why/why not?
	December 18, 5:00 pm: Topic: “Being Forgiven”:  What is the priest’s role when we ask for God’s forgiveness?  How does God show that He has forgiven us?  What is “forgiveness”?  Why do we ask God for it?

